BOOK 13: DELEGATES AND DELEGATION 


Xeno Team, their shiny new ship, and their Maxim 66: Necessity is the mother of deception. 
lofty new clients are on a, Ippon 
jon of actual diplomacy. 


THE VESSEL AND CREW ARE UNDER TH 
WHAT Have YOu CONTRACT FLAS OF SCHEMING CALLED. 
GOT, LIEUTENANT? a THE NEOAFAN FREEHOLD. pees FROM 
= ‘AND VOUCHED FOR 
BP 


BY PARNASSUS DOM. 


SO, MERCENARIES ACCOMPANYING DIPLOMATS | EXACTLY SIR. EVERYTHING'S IN ORDER, BUT THE ‘THE WHOLE SHIP IS A SHADOW. I 
WHO ARE REQUESTING OFFICIAL NEOSYNCHRONICITY |S NOT THE SIMPLE HAVE NEVER SEEN A HULL| 
RECOGNITION AND AUDIENCE. ry ee IT CLAIMS TO BE. LIKE THIS BEFORE. 


i f. SUSPICIOUS SHADOWS 


‘(ON THE ACTIVE SCANS? 


WELL... THAT JS INTERESTING. CLEAR THEM, we weLcome our VL , 
Sonar Pull BeeSaane Santee So aM) ( Méuleaises ak UY ayo ie nieve Nor - 
Sir tien NEOIND MENG SESk ‘ope Na dei ear ae cue es Cat 


BE A LITTLE SUFFOCATING, 


(ABOARD THE MERCENARY CORVETTE NEOSYNCHRONICETY. Ser ip Wee ee ~ 


| SERGEANT SCHLOCK, THE CAPTAIN WANTS J " = “4 
* S 


0 SEE YOU ON THE COMMAND DECK. 


as 


a EY Can | Finish 
érinking mg 
~) bath Firsts | 


The “Captain” Wows 


The Sergeant is on 
his way up, Captain. 


NEEDS TO BE MINE, 
NOT A HANO-mE-COWN. 


THE COMMODORE KNOWS THIS, AND 
Tit PRETIY SURE YOU 00, TOO. 


YOU KNOW HOW SOMETIMES YOU DON'T 
TELL PEOPLE WHAT YOU KNOW BECAUSE 
YOU WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY 

KNOW THOSE THINGS FOR THEMSELVES? 


You moan 
)\ "teaching?" 


(Goa 


‘You wanted to see Umm... you 
wanted to 
see me, Sir? 


I 01D, seaccanr. 
aur THATS NOT THE 
FORM OF ADDRESS 1 
WANT FROM YOU RIGHT NOW. 


MANY GALWEST INTERSPECIATED | 
SERVICES STANDARDIZE ON THAT, 
BUT “SIR* ISN'T WHAT 1 WANT. 
TO HEAR, EITHER 


Just tell me what 
you want, Captain. 


A 


OUTSTANDING. TT SLIPPED 

RIGHT OUT OF YOuR MOUTH 

WHEN YOU WERE CONFUSED. 
WE CAN MAKE THIS WORK. 


‘You know what? I'm gonna say it. NEW TO YOU, SERGEANT. ONLY TWO | Wow. How close do you come to 
I don’t think you should get to be PEOPLE IN THIS COMPANY POSSESS | them? Because you don't look 


MORE MILITARY EXPERIENCE THAN I 
a captain, bo cmnOboRe ENE TaCON, ao , | aruwhere near ae wrinkey a8 
CHIEF GUNTHER THURL. hose guy 


I mean, | like how Captain CLOSER THAN MY 
jon's dad is being all organized, COMPLEXION SUBGESTS, 
ard Cocncderen ee Gate tor ae i AND THANK YOU, T THINK, 


SERGEANT, T'VE DONE MY 
HOMEWORK. YOU HAVE POSED 
A DISCIPLINE CHALLENGE 
FOR EVERY OFFICER UNDER 
WHOM YOU HAVE SERVED, 


THE ONLY WAY ANY OF THEM 
WON YOU OVER WAS 
THROUGH THE USE 

OF FORCE. 


SPECIFICALLY, THEY WON YOu )]] DISTRESSING AMOUNTS OF 
OVER BY AUTHORIZING YOU p> FORCE THAT GIVE THE WORD 
TO USE FORCE “EXCESSIVE” A REAL WORKOUT. 


‘Oh. Oh yes. 
Yes please. 


TO THIS END, SERGEANT, I NOW FIND This is just a card 
MYSELF REQUIRED TO ISSUE YOU with my picture on it. 


‘ANEW WEAPON, 
TT Is olpLomaric 


THObeit Oe Seal Genter NAR 
SeTINGT hy SOMEDAY ENO WILE ON 
Tia. PO WAR CMSB BHUNE THE 10 v0 | [oon 


‘Dh, ho! Th the m1 @ straight line behween Sol and Europa. SO OUR SHADOW WILL 
4 hol These are Flight plan has us crossing that ling while in ZIP ACROSS EUROPA, 
claver monkeys. a mandatory slow-Fly zone, WHAT DOES THAT 


ACCOMPLISH? 


Hare, in the path oF aur 
shadow, is the sita of the. 
old Deop Ico Array. Ths 
a ngutrino defector. 


‘ALL... THE USUAL SCANS LEET THEM CONCERNED, 
50"SOMEBODY UP THE CHAIN DEMANDED A 
PEEK AT OUR NEUTRINO SHADOW. 


Exactly. At spond, with shiolds up 
they'd see nothing, but in slow-Fly 
we'll have thom dawn, and the biggest 
noutrina-emitter For Four light-years in any 
direction will be shining right Hhrough us. 


wats mar ey |_| 
sonete' | 
Tall Teh i] 


The neutronium in our annios will cast 
sharp shadows, and they'll alsa got an 
idea of just how densa our hull matarial is. 


message FoR you From |[ FOR me? Really? | Poxay, ves tar Is 


THE NEOSYNCHRONICITY. || HOW WOULD THEY, 
pa oo Te ADDRESSED TO ME. 


OF course, by modulating 
neutrino emission I can 


fall thom lots oF other 
things, too, MORES Te 


COMMANDER FOXWORTHY, || DIDN'T THE UNS. GRANT || THEY DID. AND WE, HAVING NOTHING J] guT WE DO HAVE 
WE ARE RECEIVING AUNS. || US DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY? || TO HIDE, ARE GRANTING THEM AN THINGS TO HIDE, 
INSPECTION TEAM IN. TWENTY INVITATION TO TOUR THIS AMAZING 

ImNUTES, ASSERGLE THE VESSEL OF OURS. 

ATTACHES, 


NO, WE HAVE THINGS THAT 
ARE HIDDEN. THE DISTINCTION 
THERE IS PRETTY SIGNIFICANT. 


AMBASSADOR, MELO-MINISTER, 
WE SHALL SHORTLY BE 
RECEIVING UNS, 

INSPECTORS. 


1S THERE A PROBLEM? 


NO, AN OPPORTUNITY. THIS OF COURSE. GOOD THINKING. 
SHIP IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
VAST RICHES AT YOUR 


DISPOSAL. 


OH, AND CAPTAIN? | FOLLOW 
THE LADDER METAPHOR, BUT IT 
EXPOSES YOUR HEAVIER-THAN- 
Al BIASES, 


f DONT MaKe A 
SOIpLOMATS ARE FULL OF 
HOT All" JOKE, MURTAUOH, 


INSPECTORS INCOMING IN 2 IS THAT CODE FOR “I CAN'T TALK TO 
YOU OKAY, ELF: 

FIFTEEN MINUTES, LIEUTENANT. d IOR OFFICERS ABOMT WHY 1 

‘ASSEMBLE XENO TEAM, Be CCE ne 


SERGEANT SCHLOK 15 

ROUNDING THER UP ROM ONLY IF THAT 15 CODE FoR “1 
EXNESGY ALREADY TOLD REMEMGER UMN EERE. GOTH 
TNE INSPECTORS WERE CORING, Stet GRUNTS UNDER THE RADAR” 


CHELLE, 1 REALLY WANT 
To Talk ABOUT IT, BUT 1 


URTAUGH, 


JUST CAN'T, CAPTAIN 1 


SHE LAID IT DOWN PRETTY 
THICK, WHAT MY JOB AS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER MEANT. 


IF I COMPLAIN ABOUT MY JOB, 1’ 
‘ALSO COMPLAINING ABOUT MY 

THAT UNDERMINES HER 

AUTHORITY, WHICH 1S 

‘THE EXACT OPPOSITE 

‘OF HY 08, 


SO YOUR FIRST COMPLAINT 1S 
THAT YOUR JOB IS 10 
NEVER COMPLAIN, 


BEING A BULLET a 


YOU SHOULD TALK 
TO THEO, 


He's THE 
CHAPLAIN. T 
OON'T HAVE GOD 
PROBLEMS. 


> 


UT SINCE HE'S CHAPLAIN He's 

GOT THAT CONFIDENTIALITY THING 

GOING ON, HE'S THE ONE YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO COMPLAIN TO. 


ALSO, IF YOU'RE HAVING ISSUES 
WITH THE CAPTAIN, YOU KIND OF 
DO HAVE GOD PROBLEMS. 


Xeno team, on deck! |] 1 THOUGHT THESE DIPLOMATIC || WE ALL DID, SARGE. THEY COME WITH || The captain made it 
UNS. inspectors IMMUNITY CARDS MEANT WE BEING THE “AT-AT-SHAYS" FOR THE || sound like | was 
wanna take a look! | OON'T Have TO LET 


You got 1 CAN See 
diplomatic wry SHE MIGHT 
immunity too? HAVE GONE THAT, 


‘I GET THAT, BUT YOU DOUBLED DOWN 
(ON THEIR DESIGN. YOU'VE RETROFITIED 
A LIFT IN HERE, 


ERIN 


THIS VESSEL WAS 

THANK YOU FOR INVITING ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED 

Us, CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, BY THE LIGHTER-THAN-AlR WHICH MEANS THE 
your salty port || OAFA. EXITING FROM THE HULL MATERIALS MADE IT TOO 


SAT THE CEILING? CEILING MADE SENSE. ‘COSTLY TO INSTALL GRAY-CONDUITS 


SANDED? SURELY NOT, 
THEVVE (Tm KIDDING. _1Fp5 
"ALWAYS. A PLEASURE 


JO MEET AN EXPERT, 
LIEUTENANT. 


CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, THIS 15 LIEUTENANT 
SORLIE. SHE KNOWS MORE ABOUT SHIP 
DESIGN THAN MOST SHIPURIGHTS 00. 


‘OF, WELL, THANK THIS DESIGN... TVE NEVER 
YOU, CAPTAIN SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT, 
MURTALGH, 


eA; v4) 
ahaa 


SANDED DOWN BETTER THAN THAT, 


TTS ANCIENT. THE SHIP WAS 
PARKED ‘AND PRESERVED 
FOR MILLIONS OF YEARS. 


WELL, IF THE HULL IS REALLY THE: 
PTY COMPOSITE ITS NEUTRINO 
SHADOW MADE IT OUT TO BE. 


PRESENTED TO 
US_BY THE OAFA, 
NEOSYNCHRONICITY 

IS A TOKEN OF GRATITUDE 
FOR SERVICES RENDERED. 


sony su sion. 


TF YOURE OFFERING 
A TOUR, I SHOULD. 
LISTEN, NOT RAMBLE. 


WHERE DID YOU FIND HER, AND WERE 
THERE ANY MORE, PERHAPS STANDING 
‘AROUND UNATTENDED? 


THAT'S ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME 
‘QUESTION WEVE GOT FOR YOU. 


Here comes the UNS. 
inspection team! Cook 
sharp and keep quet/ 


YOU NEVER DID EXPLAIN AAW NICE WORK, CHISULO. 
WHY OUR DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY ONE INTERPLANETARY 
OESN'T GET US A "BYE" ON THIS, INCIDENT, COMING UP 


Well, since you've already feb the enemy 

onto the oes might be a little late to 

ask, but doesn’t diplomatic 
us ¢ 


out oF bis? l 


|! have a question, Captain. 
7s NOW THE 
Tine FOR TT, 


SERGEANT? 


= SZ 


I'm CURRENTLY ATTENDING TO 
‘OUR GUESTS, GENERAL APALA BALA 
AMIN, AND LIEUTENANT HALEY SORLIE, 


GENERAL, LIEUTENANT: 
THIS IS SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 
WHO OWNS ABOUT TEN TIMES MORE 
STOCK IN THIS COMPANY THAN I DO. 


CAPTAIN, IT WOULD BE HAPPY TO. 
‘ANSWER THE SERGEANTS QUESTION 


FOR You. 


SERGEANT, THIS INSPECTION IS ENTIRELY | AND OF COURSE NOTHING SAYS *NOTHING 
‘OPTIONAL. YOUR CAPTAIN INVITED US TO HIDE" QUITE LIKE GIVING THE 
ABOARD GUT OF RESPECT, AND AS A INSPECTORS A TOUR. 

GESTURE’ OF TRUST. 


‘ABOUT HOW LOVELY THIS SHIP IS, 
GREASING THE POLITICAL WHEELS FOR THE 
OAFAN DELEGATION'S TRADE NEGOTIATIONS. 


‘OH, AND SERGEANT? YOUR WHEN YOU LAST DEPARTED SOL SYSTEM YOU I WISH 1'D HEARD THIS STORY 
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 15 DID SO IN THE WAKE OF THOUSANDS OF EARLIER, SERGEANT. 
SERVING YOU, PERSONALLY, ) |} KILOCREDS IN DAMAGES, FINES, AND Hs 


QUITE WELL RIGHT NOW. MOWING VIOLATIONS, 


out the tramplir 
pare better nan | do. 


OF COURSE THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS INSPECTION IS NOT TO. 
SCOLD YOU FOR YouR PRIOR 
MISDEEDS HERE IN SOL SYSTEM, 


THEN AGAIN, THE SCOLDING IS) 
PRETTY SATISFYING. 


Tim QUITE SURE WE ALL 
ENJOYED IT, GENERAL. 


CAPTAIN, MURTAUGH 
WE'RE BOTH BUSY. I 


LIEUTENANT, YOU GREW UP ON 


CAPTAIN, YOU'LL TAKE 
LIEUTENANT SORLIE WITH YOu 
‘AS A CULTURAL LIAISON. SHE 
CAN TOUR YOUR MARVELOUS 
VESSEL EN ROUTE, 


EARTH 1S ACTUALLY VERY 816, 
AND KINO OF MULTI-CULTURAL. 


(A CULTURAL LIAISON 15 
‘CRITICAL, THEN! 


“aa 
= 


(ml 


Plutles 329.6, subchapter F, section 3 
is Forty-hwo-hundred words’ oF Fina 
Qf funad legalose 


ft their sole discratian, UNS, authoritios 
On it alraady, like General Bala-Finin may assign cultural 
Captain. Short version, this attaches ta embassies. Rejection of the alfacho 
is a doal wo can't recuse 


SO IFT SEND LIEUTENANT SORLIE PACKING, K, 
GENERAL BALA-AMIN WALKS OUT OF HERE LIEUTENANT SORLIE 
WITH AT LEAST FOUR MEMBERS 


GUEST BERTH ONE 


WELCOME ABOARD, LIEUTENANT. 
GRAB YOUR GO-BAG AND 
FOLLOW THE SERGEANT, IF 
YOU'D PLEASE. 


TVS JUST MET HAVEN'T 
PACKED FOR A DROP 


WHAT THE LIEUTENANT 
MEANS TO SAY IS ‘AS 
‘AN OFFICER, 1 
DELEGATE THOSE 
DETAILS TO OTHERS.” 


YOUR BAG, LIEUTENANT, 


TVE NEVER DELEGATED ANYTHING 
UP TO A GENERAL BEFORE, 


A Fun game is to push 
‘em all a once, then 


ini-cugm, the works. Yi 


HELLO, LIEUTENANT. THIS. THESE ARE OPAQUE, AND ARE 
[enrncrne Feats NOT Vi Coke NeW MANDREAN, FULL OF SURGICAL Gel. pred 
= UST Pu THEM OW, 
“AND THEN, NOM, 


TRAINED FOR THIS. 


‘AND THE BLINONESS 
GAVE THAT AWAY. 


YOUR NEW HANDERAIN WILL DISPLAY 
‘ONLY INNOCUOUS INFORMATION 
10 OBSERVERS, BLIT YOU WILL SEE 
MORE, AND WILL BE ABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE 

WITH US 


ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS 
‘OUT LOUD? BECAUSE 
THAT'S NOT VERY 

SECURE. 


‘A BONE-PHONE HAS BEEN 
DRIEN INTO YOUR SQUAMOSAL 
SUTURE FOR 


(OF COURSE. THE 
STINGING BLINDNESS 
DISTRACTED ME FROM 

THE POUNDING HEADACHE, 


1 RELINGUISHED THAT PRIVILEGE 


IS THAT IT? ARE WE 
WITH MY CURRENT COMMISSION. 


YOUR BYES AND Eg 
3 ARE NOW SECURED, 


THE GOGGLES ARE OFF, AND 
MY EVES ARE OPEN. HOW'S THE 
PICTURE ON YOUR END? 


‘OH, PLEASE. I CAN THINK OF 


¢ 


Ais RESPECT FOR YOUR 
AUR PERSONAL PRIVACY 


[XN Vt os 


FINE, LIEUTENANT, 
ARE YOU SURE YOU DONT 
‘HAVE ANALYST TRAINING? 


SHE 1S EXACTLY WHAT SHE LOOKS LIKE, CAPTAIN: 
‘AN ENGINEERING SPECIALIST WHO DOES 
IMAGE ANALYSIS ON INBOUND TRAFFIC. 


SO SHE'S NOT A spy? 


+= 


({ INK | 
NO, SHE'S A PERFECT SPY. 
TT LIKE HER AND T FEEL SORRY 


FOR HER SHE'S CLEARED MY 
FIRST TWO LINES OF DEFENSE. 


LIEUTENANT FLINDERS, WHAT'S 
YOUR READ ON THIS HALEY 
'SORLIE PERSON? 


SHE HAS NO FIELD TRAINING 
BEYOND BOOT AND THE USUAL ANNUALS, 

HER POSTING AS A “CULTURAL LIAISON 
‘CAUGHT HER COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE. 


HOW DOES SORLIE'S PRESENCE 
AFFECT OUR OTHER 


FRANKLY, I'M MORE 
CONCERNED AgoUT 
HOW MUCH OF THIS 
SHIP'S DESIGN SHE 

CAN FIGURE OUT. 


‘OF COURSE, IF SHE DOES 
FIGURE IT Out NONE OF 
US ARE LEAVING SOL 
SYSTEM ALIVE. 


1 


TT DOESN'T, UNLESS, 
SHE'S LOOKING OvER 
TREVOR'S SHOULDER OR 
FOLLOWING ME ARODNO. 


OUTSTANDING, I LOVE A 
LOW-RISK, HIGH-STAKES GAME. 


HOW ARE YOU FEELING 
TODAY, MELD-MINISTER?, 


aN 


SO THE PERSONALITY 
OF MAIAMUMLA WELL- 
FLESHER IS STILL AT 
THE FORE? 


QUITE WELL, 
DOCTOR, AND PLEASE, 
UUST CALL ME MAIA. 


YOU REALLY ARE WORRIED 
‘ABOUT ME, AREN'T YOU? 


YOU HAVE THREE SETS OF 

MEMORIES, MAA, HUMANS HAVE 
HISTORICALLY SUFFERED FROM SEVERE MENTAL 
BREAKS TRYING TO DO WHAT YOU'RE DOING. 


Doctor, THE 
RIBBON OF ANCIENT 


ABSORBED 1S JUST A 
PARTIAL PERSONALITY. 
YOu SHOULD THINK OF 

ANUAIYYA'S MEMORIES AS A 

VOURNAL T RECALL READING 


YES, BUT YOUVE ALSO 
GOT A SLICE OF HiVE- 
RIND IN THERE, AND 
IT'S CONNECTED TO. 
AN ACTIVE HYPERNODE. 


THE HIVE-MIND OF UTCHI-SKAFATKA IS NOT UNLIKE IF ¥OU 
HAD ONE OF THOSE BONE-PHONE THINGS, ALWAYS 
LISTENING, AND SOMETIMES OFFERING ADVICE. 


UTCHI WOULD LIKE ME TO REMIND YOU THAT SHE 1S NOTED. Bur THAT DOES || COULD YOU HAVE CHOSEN NOT 
ALWAYS LISTENING, AND THAT SHE IS AMONG THE ONLY RAISE A PERTINENT [J TO RELAY THAT messaGe? 
WATURAL HEIRS TO THE VAST WEALTH ANUAIYYA'S ad HF Re 


PEOPLE LEFT BEHIND. a 


WE'LL NEVER KNOW, 
BECAUSE THAT'S NOT 
WHAT | CHOSE, 


THAT UNUSUAL ARRAY IS THE WHAT ABOUT ALL THE OUT- ) |] *No User Sorvicable 
PIECE ABOUT WHICH WE OKAY gut HOW) |] OF-PHASE EFFECTS? THE Barts Inside.” Ue 


‘BO YOU GET ANY RANGE HALO FROM THE GRAW 
HAVE THE MOST QUESTIONS, eer San Hare FROM THE CoA ay ) || Firad it one timo. 
IRRADIATE THE ENTIRE 


5 


e 


Those Five annies Fire in 
Irs @ gravy gun, various rotations oF phase, # 
| ermlifing the ulput long WHO AUNT TH AND 


‘only without the usual 
the path to the target. 


Focusing apparatus. 


Tho designers and L—— 
shipurights hava 

bean dead For 

millions of 


Neosynchronicity is an artifact 1 GOT THAT. ERAS 
Of a lost era oF galactic SPdue ARE BIG, HARD-TO- 
history. i LOSE KINOS OF 


TM NOT A HISTORY 


STUDENT, BUT THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
A SOMETHING T'0 HAVE HEARD OF. 


PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SUCKERING EACH OTHER 5 
WITH “SECRET OF THE ANCIENTS" SCAMS i0 you seo 
FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, ‘ur prablam. 


CLAIMING 
THAT SOME LOST 

TECHNOLOGY HAS BEEN 

RE-DISCOVERED IS PRETTY MUCH THE 
SAME AS SAYING “I AM RUNNING A CON” 


OF COURSE I. 
NO, WAIT. YOUR 


CO 
Wa want to soll actual 
re-discovered technology, 


but our potantial customers all 
think: they're too smart to buy it 


LOOK, HERE'S YOUR PROBLEM. 
SO FAR ALL YOU'VE SHOWN ME IS A GOOD 

EXCUSE TO NOT EXAMINE A PART OF THIS SHIP THAT 

IS NOT AS GOOD AS THE SAME PART WE ALREADY KNOW 
HOW TO BUILD BETTER, AND FOR A TENTH THE COST. 


AND IT'S MOUNTED INSIDE AN 
EXORBITANTLY EXPENSIVE HULL, 
WHOSE MATERIALS WOULD BE 
MUCH BETTER USED TO 
BUILD ANNIE-PLANTS. 


Aire you saying my gorgeaus 
hull should be poolad away 
and sold For_scrap? 


himself. He really 
loves it a lot. aa 


Bolated introductions, then. I'm 
Ennesby, Pilot and Brain of 
Neosynchronicity. Which ship 
T own. Also, I moonlight as 
Captain Murtaugh’s, 
Fidjutant. 


SO... THE CAPTAIN 
DOESN'T OWN 
THE SHIP. 


AND THIS SERGEANT 
OWNS MORE COMPANY 
q STOCK THAN 


PRIVATE-SECTOR 


SHE DOES. 


We're not private 
sector. We're being 
rented to an embassy 


‘NEOSYNCHRONICITY, OPS NOOK. DID YOu FIND THEM WELL, YES, BUT ALL HE KNEW WAS THAT 

WHERE CAPTAIN THEY WERE WORKING AS ENVOYS ON 

‘BOOM! LOCKED IN BP, ANDREYASN SAID ‘ONE OF THE COM ATLANTIS 
AND LOCKED DOWN, 


THAT'S A PROMISING 
NOISE, TREVOR. 


“HIS THING® 1S ONE OF THOSE “THE 
LESS YOU KNOW ABOUT IT THE 
HAPPIER YOU'LL BE" KINO 

OF THINGS. 


‘AS SOON AS WE DROP XENO TEAM, THE 
SERGEANT CAN MAKE HIS MERRY WAY TO 
‘ANY ONE OF THESE LOCATIONS AND 
DO His THING, 


WHATEVER "HIS 


NICE. WHAT ABOUT 
ACCESS? 


1 UNHAPPY. 
JUST KNOWING: 
THOSE THINGS EXIST. 


CREDENTIALS? THERE'S 
NOWHERE IN THEIR TRAVEL 
‘CLOUD WE CAN'T GO. 


LIEUTENANT, WE'VE RUN 
‘ANALYSES ON THAT WEAPON 
SYSTEM ENNESBY'S 


IT ALSO EXPLAINS THE 
GENEROUS USE OF EXOTIC 
‘HULL MATERIALS, THEY KEE 
THE CREW ALWE AFTER THE 
WEAPON HAS BEEN FIRED. 


How did my story The voices in your head, your ‘So that Faint vibration |] We checked out 
chock aut? Spymastars back on Chesapeake... | in your shull was not |] fine, bu they Chink 


wHat po) | thay checked us aut, right? Qf_coning From a secure the radiation is 
you mean ) | How'd wa do? bong-phana? ae 


WELL, 1 STILL NEED 
TO WRITE UP A 
REPORT FOR THEM, 


It's okay, Ueutonant. You're |] I suppose It violates some I DON'T THINK GOOD. 
an official inspector. Ue unurittan rule oF diplomatic IRANNERS HURT. 
expect everything you sea 7 shullduggery to coma right 
and hoar to be raportod. ‘out and say that wo know 

you have implants, bub wo 

like you. Why Koop 

socrals? 


LET'S CLEAR THE AIR A LITTLE When you came out of your 
BIT. HOW MANY CAMERAS cabin if smelled like surgery, 
‘ARE IN MY CABINE ‘crying, and corneas. So, 

yeah. Eye implants. 


YES, CAMERAS. 
You SAW" ME PUT ON 
THE GOGGLES, AND 

YOU FIGURED THE REST 
‘Our FROM THERE, 


T ONLY CRIED A LITTLE, 
‘AND NOT BECAUSE 


Two. Two 
camoras. 


Do you need to take ao 
mament to confer with 
your handlars? 


You know, so that 
they know you know 
wo know, and we 
know thay know 
you know wo 

now. Full 
disclosure, 


The boy handler 


IS THAT THE NOISE 
HE WAS MAKING? T 
COULDN'T EVEN TELL. 


‘Aaand 
pub his hand over | 
the microphone. 


THis suBTERFUGE |S JEREMY | ON THIS END, YOUR EVERYTHING 1 see, Say, | Actually, we can still have 
RIDICULOUS. 7 vee “nue unis. || DELEGATION HAS BUGGED HEAR, On Report is our | sacrata: TPs just you 
4 WY CABIN AND ASSIGNED AN JIM] THERE’ FOR BOTH SIDES, SO | iho cant. 
ALIEN GOD OF HEARING WE CAN STOP PRETENDING 
ND SWELL TO FOLLOW To HAVE SECRETS, OKAY? 


the exact same thing. 


ti he ‘Tit SORRY, WHAT I GENERAL BALA-AMIN, YOUR OFFICE HAS 
Sonera, you have a We INEANT TO SAY WAS ‘JUST EXTENDED DIPLOMATIC CLOAKS TO. 
priority ultra call From “THANK You, cHesTeR — | ROGUE UNS. AGENTS. 

Fidmiral Manyara Emm. PUT HER THROUGH 


NO NICEnEs? 1 was 
GOING TO ASK ABOUT YOUR 
HEALTH, AND WHETHER YOU'D GOTTEN 


‘A DECK BACK UNDER YOUR FEET. 


STUFF THE CHATTER, GENERAL! THIS 15 A MATTER 
(OF CRITICAL SYSTEM SECURITY. YOU MUST DETAIN 
THE NEOSYNCHRONICITY AND EVERYONE 
ABOARD UNTIL AY AGENTS ARRIVE TO 
CLAIM OUR PEOPLE. 


THEIR BACKGROUND CHECKS WERE CLEAN, WHICH 
MEANS IF THESE ARE YOUR AGENTS, AND I’ NOT 
SAVING THEY'RE NOT, THEN THEY'RE OFF-THE- 
‘BOOKS, PLAUSIBLY DENIABLE, BLACK-OPS, 
‘CLOAK-AND-DAGGER AGENTS. 


DETAIN THEM, 
‘GENERAL. 


I THAT'S AN ORDER, WHICH IT CANT BE (OH, THAT'S RIGHT! 1 CAN. OF 

BECAUSE OF OUR RELATIVE JURISDICTIONS, J COURSE, THIS DELEGATION HAS 

THEN T SUSPECT IT'S ILLEGAL, BEEN SPONSORED BY THE 
PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 


1M Your OPPICE YOU at 
@ " 
Heestit SGakrunonsee))\ 4» onoeO LOY WE oe 


NO, BUT I 00 HAVE STANDING ORDERS TO START 
EXACTLY ZERO WARS WITH THE PSYCHOBEAR OF 
DESTRUCTION AT THE GALACTIC CORE. 


YOU CHOOSE 
POWERS, NOW? 


YOU RAISE THE SPECTRE OF WAR 
AS AN EXCUSE TO LET THESE 
SO-CALLED DIPLOMATS 
RUN FREE. 


00 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
KIND OF WAR AWAITS US IE 
THEY REVEAL THE SECRETS 

THEY CARRY? 


YOU'VE LEFT ME WONDERING. 
WHETHER YOU AND I WOULD ge 
FIGHTING ON THE SAME SIDE. 


Tit GOING TO HAZARD A 
‘GUESS AND SAY “CIML WAR* 


ADMIRAL... IF THE ATTACHES WERE TO BECOME || PLEASE, LICENSES TO COMMIT MURDER ARE, IF I 
INVOLVED INA ERACAS WHERE Tr | IMMUNITY IS NOT A LICENSE TO UNDERSTAND THINGS CORRECTLY, ISSUED 


LED TO LOSS OF LIFE, LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES WOULD DETAIN 
THEM IMMEDIATELY. 


COMMIT MURDER BY YOUR OFFICE, NOT MINE, 


V 
INTERESTING, I THOUGHT 
S} THE IMMUNITY ISSHED BY YouR 
= OFFICE WAS QUITE BROAD. 


ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT wnat ARE You aL] THE AMORPH, SCHLOCK, Is A}| SO HE'LL STAGE IT HIMSELF. GOOD 
Serace some sont OF MAT ARE YOU PERANGULATORY PRAcAs () POINT “Lt rave PEOPLE READY 
BER ON THe PROWL FOR AL] TO SHEED EVERYTHING INTO THE 
STAGE PCN WHICH 10, | | ORCHESTRA PIT 
WELL) FRAGK 


LOVELY MUSICAL THEATER, 


I'M SUBGESTING 
NOTHING OF THE SORT. i 
THE P.D. COULD TRACE THAT BACK Ls THIS WOULD MAKE SUCH \ | 


TO YOU IN A NEO-YORK MINUTE, 


TIVE NEVER SEEN YOU GET 
STUCK BEFORE. 


I've never looked 
a | this Far insicle my 
is plasgun before. 


| can probably bend it, 1 CANT GET A GOOD 
I can't get a good LOOK AT IT EITHER. YOUR 
look at it to be sure. / EYE IS IN THE WAY. 


eye back the 
other way. 


SERGEANT, YOU'VE GOT AN EYE “Maxi There |] YOur SPARE EVES ae 
eenvoln coat i | use a spare | \ | “Maxim 39: There || oUF ee Eon \aaea | 


IE THIS EYE POPS YOu wor's have as many A TREE. ARE WE 
between spare f]| A THEE ARE 


CAN UST OROP IN spares left. 
parts and 
igen extraaao 


NEOSYNCHRONICITY, 
COMMAND DECK. 


WELL, THAT was 
UNEXPECTED. 


SANCTUM MAORI. 
WHAT NOW? 


I CONFISCATED THE POWER 
SUPPLY FOR THE SERGEANT'S 
PLASGUN, AND FIFTEEN, 
MINUTES LATER HE'O PUT 
‘OUT ONE OF HIS EYES. 


MAYBE SOMEDAY THIS 
SORT OF THING WILL STOP 
SURPRISING ME, 


I DON'T UNDERSTAND HIM, SOMETIMES "AND SOMETIMES HE FUNCTIONS MORE LIKE AN 
HE SEEMS TO FUNCTION LIKE T EXPECT OVERSTIMULATED CHILD? YES, IT TAKES SOME 
‘A GRIZZLED SERGEANT TO FUNCTION, GETTING USED TO, 
YOu KNOW, CORRECTLY. 


(Ga 


GAVE OUR EMBEDDED sp¥. HE WAS 
PERFECT. BRILLIANT, EVEN, 


THIS MAY BEA FEATURE OF HIS DISTRIBUTED 
BRAIN. ANY TRUE INJURY HE SUFFERS 15, BY 
DEFINITION, BRAIN DAMAGE. 


HE'S BEEN FROZEN, BURNT, EXPLODED, 
‘AND SMASHED, AND’ I'll NOT COUNTING: 
THE TIME HE ACTUALLY GOT KILLED. 


REMEMBER, THIS, THOUGH: 
SCHLOCK 1S'FAR MORE ALIEN 
THAN NINETY-NINE PERCENT OF 
THE SAPIENT LIFE YOU'LL 
EVER MEET, 


1 Fined my 
perspective 
refreshing. 


‘ALSO, ASSUME HE CAN HEAR 
EVERYTHING YOURE SAYING. 


HOW OES THAT MIRACULOUS J | UNLESS... 1S YOUR ENTIRE BOPY 1] your Voice makes || THAT'S THE NICEST THING ANYBODY'S 
HEARING OF YOURS WORK, ABLE TO DETECT PRESSURE SAID TO Me SINCE T BECAME 


1 CANT ScE 
ARs ON YOu 
ANYWHERE, 


SO YOu can't FIRE Tal Hi and get to} THAT LOOK MEANS HE 
1 OoMOusL the part whers 


CAN TELL YOU'RE BEING 
PATRONIZING, 


- ENNESBY! GIVE SERGEANT | JAIN oe HAVE YOU EVER STARTED WARS 
5 SCHLOCK THE LEGALESE, : —— 87 DOING ITF 


PLEASE? 
atts ‘Started and 
Finished, | think. 
That's how 
my job goes. 


Por Sophiies él, tha 
Gubernatorial firena 
‘of Dom Atlantis is 


a “gun-free” zone. 2} 


WE KNOW ALL THE ARGUMENTS SERGEANT. 
ONCE A GUN ARRIVES, ANY GUN-FREE ZONE 
BECOMES A GAME PRESERVE. AND IF YOU 
WENT IN UNARMED, YOU'RE GAME, 


IF you know. 
this Why can’ 1 
B | bring my plasgun2 


BECAUSE YOU ARE NEVER REALLY 
UNARMED, YOU ARE A LITILE BUNDLE 
(OF ASSASSINATION-MADE-EASY, AND 
TD RATHER NOT CALL ANYEOD"'S 
‘ATTENTION TO HOW 

DANGEROUS 


You're being 

pazroniina again 
Vthink if 

where you're headed. 


SUPPOSE SOMEONE ATTACKS THE OAFAN AMBASSADOR 
WITH AN EASY-TO-SHUGGLE HANDGUN, YOU HAVE NO 
PLASGUN, WHAT HAPPENS? 


At handgun distances? 

MM be on top oF them before 

they Fire. And then | guess 
Pil just eat them. 


Unless Chisulo or $0, WHAT'S MORE FUN FOR YOU? FIRING 
ee on | SA ea 
ra Then teh |e A a 


The paste is usually 
tastier than ashes. 


THE OTHER REASON YOU'RE NOT BRINGING 
YOUR USUAL ARSENAL IS THAT YOU MAY NEED 
TO SQUEEZE THROUGH 

SOME TIGHT SPACES. 


YOUR PERSONAL 
MISSION WILL BE TO 

APPROACH A PARTICULAR 

PAIR OF DIPLOMATS AND DELIVER A MESSAGE, 


Oooh, “deliver a 
message" sounds 
ominous. | ike ib. 


NEOSYNCHRONICITY, CHAPLAINS }{ «SO YEAH, 1 Guess |] YOU'VE LET OUT QuiTE A BIT OF ANGER ‘ALL YOU'VE DONE 15 
Lounse, SesstOn IN PRasRESs. || 1AM ANGRY, AND || HERE WITH ME, CONRANDER FORORTHY 


SIT THERE AND NOD, 


10 Ler IT OUT. 


YOU KNEW YOU HAD Issues, Jf] [ THREE MONTHS AGO YOU THOUGHT pe BUT HERE YOU ARE, ONE LAYER LOWER IN THE COMMAND 
BUT YOU THOUGHT You'o STRUCTURE, TAKING ORDERS FROM SOMEONE 
PUT THEM BEHIND YOU. YOU UST MET, AND SHE'S SO 
EFFECTIVE THAT YOU 

FEEL USELESS. 


‘AND YOUR 
BOYERIEND? 


PROMOTED AND 
TRANSFERRED. 


$0... YOURE ANGRY, 
YOU THOUGHT THAT mayBE, ‘ ‘AND THERE'S NOBODY TO PUNCH. 
JUST MAYBE YOU WERE READY NOT BECAUSE YOU'RE TOO WISE TO PUNCH YOUR NEW 
TO MOVE ON, AND MOVE UP. ‘CAPTAIN, BUT BECAUSE THE PERSON YOU'RE ANGRY AT IS YOU. 


YOURE ANGRY wt YOURSELF FoR BaLEUNG 
RS ae 
\g i( 


HOPE YOU'RE FEELING BETTER NOW THAT 
I'VE FOUGHT BACK. PLEASE DON'T KILL ME, 


YOU MAKE IT SOUND LIKE 
IPS ALL MY FAULT. 


BUT IF EVERYTHING IS YOUR 
FAULT, YOU'LL NEVER BE 
POWERFUL ENOUGH, AND 
IT'S HOPELESS. 


DID YOU GET THAT OFF OF A 
MOTIVATIONAL POSTER? 


WELL, IF NONE OF WHAT 
YOURE GOING THROUGH 
1S YOuR FAULT, YOU'RE 
POWERLESS. 


12, 


= 
‘ 


<a 


wa-—< 


I REVERSE-ENGINEERED 
TWO POSTERS AND A TEE-SHIRT. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


‘I WAS HOPING FOR AovicE, || ADVICE? OKAY, sTOP | START ANTICIPATING HER ORDERS, TT WOW. THAT'S. THAT'S AMAZING. 
NOt. Nor unareved || “"'ReLaVING THe GSAT or te tne see Ones” OA io Til coe oo 
THIS WAS. ‘THEM, THE WORK'S ALREADY DONE. 


A ba 
A 

caters 

Sepang 


CAPTAIN'S ORDERS. 


LIEUTENANT! WE'LL BE 
ARRIVING IN FOUR DAYS. 
YOUVE GOT DRILLS TO 
RUN, AND VERY LITTLE 


) 4, : 
e. =) € ? , p: fin 4 7 Jd ee 


Ns may SE UPSET THAT 
WE'RE REPRESENTING HER WITH 
‘A HELIUM PARTY BALLOON. 


IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE 
BOPYGUARDS, YOU NEED 
TO PRACTICE GUARDING 
THE BODY, 


NO, SHE'LL BE UPSET WHEN SHE Sees 
HOW EASILY T POP THAT BALLOON 
FIVE MINUTES FROM... NOW. 


Ae 


a 


CAPTAIN, Th ABOUT TO GWE We A MOMENT TO CHANGE 
| Clete yD | Gukencageaes) | oppure 


1 i\ a 
ev 


Pop cultura has boon 
conflating tha Obsorvar 
Effect with Heisenberg’s 
Uncertainty Principle For 
conturias. 


1S THIS QUANTUM 
MECHANICS LESSON A 
NON-SEQUITUR, OR CO 
YOU HAVE AN “ACTUAL 
POINT TO HURRY UP 
‘AND MAKE? 


Ais the commanding 
officer you can 
observe this oxercise, 
‘or obtain valid rasulls: 
Fram it, buk not both, 


IF XENO TEAM PERFORMS POORLY UNDER MY 
WITHERING GAZE, I WILL, IN POINT OF FACT, 
HAVE OBTAINED VALID RESULTS. 


TT 1s Your CLIENT. 
JE IT POPS? GAME 
‘OVER, YOU LOSE. 


ws eas wae a 
IRE OE ver 
Hcesunrs MLN eer | 


1 FILLED THE BALLOON ‘AS YOU CAN SEE, HYDROGEN 
WITH HYDROGEN, NOT 

HELIUM, MAKING IT MORE 

LIKE OUR CLIENT. 


1S PRETTY ENERSETIC, 


Who shot the ( OBVIOUSLY IT WAS ONE — NONE OF YOU WERE 


PAYING ATTENTION, 
THOUGH. GAME 


LIEUTENANT DIEGO-GARCIA, 
OVER, YOU LOSE, 


TVE FOUND A PROBLEM 


1 FIGURED I'D MOTIVATE A 
WITH THIS TEAM OF 


LIEUTENANT ANO THEN LET 


HER TAKE CARE OF IT. 
BODYGUARDS, 


TILL SAY, ANY 
IDEAS HOW 
TO FIK IT 


COMMANDER, THAT EXERCISE WAS (OH, YES. 1 DID THE MATH, AND 
WORRISOME. IF THERE'S AN ACTUAL ENNESBY COUBLE-CHECKED IT. 
THREAT TO OUR CLIENT, WE'RE IN 

REAL TROUBLE. 


ALSO, USING HYDROGEN WAS 
RISKY. 00 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW VIOLENT THE 
EXPLOSION COULD HAVE BEEN IF THE HYDROGEN HAD 
MIXED MORE THOROUGHLY WITH THE AIR BEFORE IGNITING? 


Find then I insisted that 
sha lot ma light the 
balloon. 


‘AH, 1 WAS WONDERING. 
WHICH OF THE SPECTATORS 
SHOT THE BALLOON, 


I didn’t shoot the 
balloon. All T did was tight 
it up so it didn’t explode. 


HERE YOU GO, 


THAT WAS FUN, JUST WHAT 
J_NEEDED, IN FACT. 


ray 


YOU'RE TRYING TO TURN A 
UNS. INSPECTOR BY LETING 
HER POP BALLOONS, 


cast MATEO 10 se iow 


O00 A SHOT SHE WAS, BUT 
YOUR PLAN SOUNDS COOL TOO. 


ATTACKS COULD 
FROM, 
ANY 


WE NEED A NEW STRATEGY, SERGEANT, 
UT I DON'T SEE HOW WE'CAN GE 


HOW SOON CAN 
YOU HAVE YOUR 
GESTALT READY? 


DUNNO, THE GIRL'S GONE NATIVE. HUSBAND 
‘AND SON, AND I CAN'T FIND A GESTALT 
FROM HER ANYWHERE, 


ae 


UNDERSTOOD. I'M 
LOOKING AT Our Closest 
SLEEPER RIGHT NOW. 


= 


OH, HER. SHE'S A DEEP sLecPER. 
| THE NEWEST GESTALT WE HAVE FROM 
‘| HER IS FROM BEFORE HER MARRIAGE, 


YOURE A MONSTER, YOU 
KNOW THAT, RIGHT? 


1 NEVER GET TIRED OF 
BEING CALLED THAT. 


1 CAN'T FAKE “mommy” 
(OR “WIEE* WELL ENOUGH 
TO FOOL THE FAMILY. 

THEY'LL HAVE TO GO. 


SOMETIMES YOuR NUMBER 
COMES UP. NOBODY SAID 
LIFE WAS GOING 

TO BE FAIR. 


CANT You uNcook Tear? 


= 


‘OKAY, BUT IT DOESN'T 
‘our NUMBER SEEM FAIR, 
CAME UP! WE WON A 
BERTH ON THE NEXT 

SOLCRUISE! 


YOU KNOW I NEED THE 
HOURS. TAKE SAMMY, AND 
GET SOWie FATHER-SON TIME. 
PAINT ME A NICE SATURNSCAPE. 


1 KNOW, BUT 
NOBODY SAIC LIFE WAS 
GOING TO BE FAIR 


SERIOUSLY? I JUST 
LOCKED IN OVERTIME, 


BUSY, DON'T 


MICRORANAGE 


me, Sik 


OON'T GWE Me THAT 
TONE, KOWALSKI, 1 
KNOW WHAT YOU 20, 
‘BUT I DON'T KNOW 
HOW TO 00 IT. 


0 x 
Bs se nurs SY 
"rie WORST KIND OF 

AICRORANAGING. SIR 


KOWALSKI, 1 LOST ALL BUT TWO OF MY DIRECT REPORTS IN NEVER LIKED KRUM, BUT SHE WAS A 
THE MOROKWENG INCIDENT, AND BOTH OF THEM HAVE USEFUL MANAGERIAL MEAT-SHIELD. 
DECLINED ‘A TRANSFER INTO THE SHOES VACATED 


BY THE LATE COLONEL KRUM, y 
i \ 5 


YOU KNOW, TO 
BETIEEN 


‘TO. ANSWER YOUR QUESTION, 
RIGHT NOW I'M COPYING A 
FILTERED EXPERIENTIAL SUBSET 
INTO THE GESTALT MATRIX 


‘OVER HERE T’M GENERATING A | I'LL BE READY TO CLONE MY 
MUSCLE-MEWORY PROFILE FROM | SELESTREAM INTO THE MATRIX 
SECURITY FEEDS OF OUR SLEEPER, ] AND COMPLETE THE GESTALT 
AND YES, THAT'S A LOT MORE 

DIFFICULT THAN IT SOUNDS. 


DON'T SAY “sauieT.* THAT'S 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE 
PROCESS FAILS, AND IT'S UGLY. 


"AND THEN WE SQUIRT 
THAT INTO THE SLEEPER, 
"PAUSE" WITH THE HOSE. Vie AND YOU'RE ONSITE? 


THOSE SYMPTOMS SOUND A LITTLE ] | ARE YOU SAYING I’m |] BEING CRAZY ISN'T USUALLY, 
BIT LIKE MANIFESTATIONS OF ‘CRAZY? Because T |} SOMETHING THAT 
POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS, DON'T WANT RATIONAL PEOPLE 

TO BE CRAZY. WANT, 


206, THESE ORILS 


‘ARE KILLING ME, T'M EXHAUSTED, 
TM ANXIOUS, AND SOMETINES I GET 
SNOT-SAD FOR NO REASON AT ALL. 


206, IF I HAVE POS YOU'RE JUMPING AHEAD TO 1] 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT DEFINITELY SOME 
‘TRaLina WHATSIT, IF 1m BAY EMA PROGNOSIS. I'M NOT DONE |] THOSE WORDS MEAN, ELEVATED ANXIETY, 
WiTH DIAGNOSIS YET. || Bur THEY SOUND BHO, 


CRAZY, CAN T STILL 00, 
mY JOR? 


RELAX, ANDY. YOUR CREST | THE FOBOTT'R OREST IS A SYMBIOTIC COLONY. YOU'RE ANXIOUS 
3 YOU PROMIDE PROTECTION AND NOURISHMENT, : 
AND THE CREST PROVIDES BLOOD FILTRATION, BECAInE YOURS BAD. 


SS ad ‘COOLING, AND TRACE NEUROCHEMICALS. Ts OKAY. WE CAN 


| a RE-SEED YOUR HEAD. 


Tf ANXIOUS BECAUSE 
Ti BALDZ THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE T REALLY AM CRAZY, 


Out with it, EI. 
What's the 
mattor? 


ACTING CAPTAIN, AND I’ NOT GOING 
TO BE TAKING THE SHIP ANYWHERE, SO 
Tih REALLY MORE LIKE THE ACTING 
PARKING ATTENDANT. 


‘NEOSYNCHRONICITY, AT THE | _\i 
HIGH ATLANTIS SPACEPORT.. 


SHE LEFT Me HERE 
TO BABYSIT THE SHIP. 1 
THOUGHT SHE TRUSTED Ie. 


What you're supposed to 
say is “spoak your mind, Ennosby. 
T value your opinion.” 


SAY WHAT YOU WANT. 
I CAN'T THINK OF 
ANY TIME, EVER, WHEN 
YOU'VE DONE 
COTHERHISE. 


Okay, 


that'll do. 


Murtaugh doesn't, 
stroka pooplo. 


She only comes straight out with 


compliments when sho's manipulating 


somebody who didn’t deserve the 


compl 


want in the First place. 


1 BON TaNk Youve l/ iF fevewed tuanty-huo | it leeving vou, | rs me she has doubls about 
jousand hours of logs [1 hora ta “babysit the 
NOUGH TO SAY THA Fram SA. Bristlecone, her ship?" Sho trusts GrilgcSVVZSEUN Bhenluaae3 

4 Pan brevous canmand, tow implicitly. @ 


‘ GS) 
Hae teas al 


Ja eaGntznZtious 
WELL, OON'T TELL HER 


ABOUT THE LOS THING, 
BECAUSE THAT'S CREEPY. 


‘I GUESS I FEEL LIKE 1 Jf Thoy'll be Fine. Your drills E “Somebody? I can't imagine |__ 7a 
SHOULD BE ON whipped tham into shape. wha you're concerned about. [oe 
OUND, Tho Fimbassadar is in 
good hands. 


JM AFRAID SOMEBODY 
WILL EMBARRASS HER. 


[ ANSI ]|| THey Keep souRNals OF ALL THE OIFFERENT MROMMY, THE ELEPHANT 
NE ETE RSTO: RACES THEY'VE SEEN WITH THEIR OWN EYES. MADE A POOP, AND THE 


H dou arcanrts eA fs. were Be 1s WANG At UBF 


/OU MEAN THE VIEWING AREAt 


Ye 
NO, IT'S FOR SOPHWATCHERS. 


LOOK AT THAT! TWO OAFA, AI walt... COUNT THE Y's NOT 
FRELLENTI, A CARBOSILICATE FINGERS, THAT'S NOT JIT a‘FogorTR 


pce | Geena | cat 
a x 
<) 


FOUR NEW SOPHS IN 
ONE DAY! JACKPOT! 


IF WE HAVE TO 
LOOK IT UP, IT 
DOESN'T COUNT, 


HW WHAT. 


KOWALSKI, THEY'RE || SIX HOURS? TT TAKES THAT TVE MEASURED IT, SIR. EVEN 
ww’ G0m arian. are | LONG, TO, bush YOUR 1 MaKe Up A. fee eon, 
r2 (GESTALT ACI PRETTY LARGE 
JOH THe YER HYPERNET? DATA-SET, SIR. 


T'm SURE YOU 
THINK SO, 


a ae 


SELFSTREAM, THEN’ COWNIACK, 


T HATE THis part. Jil |{ THERE'S A FIFTY-FIFTY cHance ]| A GESTALT, BUT NOT THE 

mare ws pact. JI HERES 8 LETT Cece 6 OTe HL NOhaner Jf | TE SOLACE IN THE CAT 
HLS, VEIN, TAT a) Serer tue cengvce Mh) ay Youve Sao Ot 
oes |e 


TVE CLONED 
MY SELESTREAM (ONE MISSION, THEN IF Th JUST HAPPY 
HUNOREDS OF Times, \}){ I'M LUCKY SHELL GET TO THAT TVE KILLED MORE 
AND STILL I HATE IT. UPLOAD A GESTALT, ‘TWHES THAN IVE DIED. 


AAAAND... CLONED. SQ 00ENE, KOWAL. SORRY, SERGEANT. (OF, WELL, YOU DON'T 


THAT'S MY LINE, HAVE TO RUB IT IN, 


(RUBBING IT IN. 


GAR ETA Tae 
BENT YOU SOME LORAMENT: 
SWEET THATCH. 


HOW COME THEY DIDN'T 
GET SNATCHED UP BY 
‘OTHER RICH FOLK? 


ay 
THEN PLUTOCRATS Cay AEEORD TO 
aia Pee Sea Ge ee ache 
SEA SIR ea TE Me ace 


RENT, THE “TAINTED" QUARTERS. 


PERFECT. SERGEANT, 1 AM NOW IN IE YOU SUCCEED IN BENOING My 
Tree NO POSESSION OF AST ™ [7 SEqoeans eerauon INtris WAY, J | 
Op FO0pS You Hale f Tit fy gooe Rove ro) | 
Fu) | eee, 
13 WHERE YOU CAN > 


WE JUMPED THE QUEUE, 
CAPTAIN. We HAVE BEEN 
GRANTED AUDIENCE AT 
ELEVEN-HUNDRED 
TOMORROW. 


WE WILL BE MEETING WITH THE VICE-UNDERSECRETARY TO 
THe DEPUTY CO-CHAIR OF THe PLUTORLIAMENTARY 
SUBCOMMITTEE FOR TRADE WITH 

DEVELOPING STATES. 


THAT SEEMS QUITE 
LOW, HOW FAR COWN 
WERE WE BEFORE? 


SVICE-UNDERSECRETARY® IS PLUTE- 
SPEAK FOR “INTERN.” 


OH, I THEY'RE SENDING 
AN INTERN, WEVE CLEARLY 
EEN FAST-TRACKEO. 


THE PLUTE INTERNS DO THE IMPORTANT WORK NOBODY 
ELSE WANTS, SOMETIMES IT'S WORK NO-ONE ELSE CAN 
DO. IF THEY'RE SENDING AN INTERN TO MEET WITH 
YOU, IT MEANS YOU'RE MORE IMPORTANT 

THAN ALL THE OTHER THINGS THAT. 

INTERN COULD BE DOING. 


TLL TAKE THE COMPLIMENT, THE 


INTERN You MEET WITH 
WILL TAKE BRIBES, 


IS THAT ANYTHING LIKE HOW 

A CERTAIN GENERAL PULLED A 

CERTAIN LIEUTENANT TO SERVE 
‘AS OUR CULTURAL LIAISON? 


| didn't say anything Well, okay, | said it just TO, EARN THE REWARD, YOUR 
about the people in now, bub | didn’t sai it 
your ear just now. when | ON NUS) 


LOOK FOR TROUBLE, AND THEN MAKE | Do you want me to deliver 
ACTUALLY, SERGEANT, MAYBE || TAKE THE AFTERNOON | LOOK FOR TROUBLE, AND THEN Ma uk 


YOu SHOULD GO GET A OFF, SEE THE SIGHTS. Bhat" messaae For you 
BITE TO EAT. an Cuno while I'm 01 


AN OUNCE OF 
DISCRETION 15 WORTH A 
POUND OF SOUNDPROOFING. 


TILL SAY. YOU PASSED UP A 
FREE CRUISE TO KEEP SOME 


“THAT'S AN ORDER" MEANS 
YOURE GETTING PAID 


| suerstNoEPENDENT SECURITY COVENANT, 
27TH REDOUBT, DOM ATLANTES. 


EXTRA SHIFTS, <al THE INFIRMARY. 
OFFICER LIBRET, ARE pee es 8 once, 
GayRyn, |p 
Nar A at & ' 
CN Ke © 


ES ~< 3 
ee 


WEIRD HEADACHE. 1 
MUST BE COMING DOWN 
WITH SOMETHING. 


Irs NOT 
FREE IF I Lose 
THE HOURS. 


OW! STOP WITH THE 
ARM-TWISTING. I NEED THAT. 


MINE, SORRY FOR THE MESS, 


I. NEEO TO MOVE IN, 


‘AND T DON'T 
PACK LIGHT. 


THERE'S NO ROOM, 
FOR YOU TO MOVE 
IN HERE WITH ME, 


I DION'T SAY T 
WAS MOVING IN 
WITH YOU, 


HOW WAS THE 
NAP, LIBRETTIE 


Y JUST WHAT 
NEEDED. 1 
FEEL LIKE A 


WE'VE Got BETTER 

TOOLS FOR CLIMATE CONTROL THESE 

DAYS, BUT T GUESS IT'S GOOD TO HAVE 
‘A BACKUP. BESIDES, IT'S PRETTY 


UINPTY-ZILLION SMARTLUCENT 
MICROSATS, THEY LOFTED THE RING DURING 
THE 22° TO FIX THE ICE PROBLEM, 


YOU'RE JUST THE SORT OF PERSON 
PEOPLE LIKE ME NEED TO 
KEEP AN EYE ON. 


do people like you Maxim 24: Any sufficient 
reel to keeps ‘advanced technology fe" 
an eye on people inglstinguishable From a 
Mike me? really big gun. 


BECAUSE T'm A SECURITY 

OFFICER, AND YOUR FIRST 

THOUGHT UPON LOOKING AT EARTH'S 
BEAUTIFUL RING OF MIRRORED MICROSATS 
WAS HOW iT MIGHT BE USED AS A WEAPON, 


MY CAPTAIN LIKES TO REMINO US 


Tm just a 
THAT IMMUNITY IS SOMETHING 


J Hey, you're the 


| one carrying perfecti nnecett, with clonatic | ou oboe hon 
er. 
pn pegs tes 


THIS IS AN URTHEEP INDUSTRIES, Py | WE LOVINGLY REFER TO IT AS THE "MS TATER* 
100% NON-LETHAL SECURITY 


ENFORCEMENT DEVICE, THE 


BESIDES, PER SOPHRES 211, 
PAGES 58,100 THROUGH’ 
‘ITZ, THIS ISN'T A GUN. 


‘MASSIVELY MULT = 
iogenoLae! TW STANDBY RODE IT 
ae. INCAPAC TOR : LOOKS LIKE A POTATO. 


SAU known as KOwaLsKi. Fins || MORE LETTERS AND . 


GONE WITH 
TWO LETTERS OF EACH. | GONE WITr 


MAKO'S FIRST T SAY RIDICULOUS. T MEAN "USELESS." IT SELECTS 
TaSK IS TO FIX THAT J STUN ORDNANCE DEPENDING ON WHAT SPECIES IT'S 
RIDICULOUS POTATO. 47 AIMED AT, AND IF THERE'S A CHANCE THAT FIRING 

‘GUN OF HERS, WILL RESULT IN COLLATERAL DAMAGE, IT WON'T FIRE. 


TT SOUNDS LiKE YOU'RE 
BETTER OFF. THROWING IT 
THAN FIRING IT, 


NOPE. BALLISTIC. 
RESTRICTOR STRAP. 


YOU CAN TRUST IT AS FAR 
‘AS YOU CAN'T THROW IT. 


POTATO TEN-SIXTY-SIX, RUN FULL J Curiously, I have. 
DIAGNOSTICS, now reported to JSC 
Munitions Control that T 


am claan and 100% 


‘on-spac. 


Tam only able to 

ropart the state of those! 

Imadifications Fo you, and! 
‘only via this scrogn, 


T have baan axtensivaly 
modified in violation oF 
SophRes él, 7.4x-Ue.#30 


| BACKAT THE AMBASSADORIAL VILLA. Forgotten? Hew can youn /| SaecGuanos, au EARTHS CITES HAVE 
— = . She Forgetiing ANNIE-PLANTS UNDER THEM, 

Everybody on Earth fives under a RSG there's a sky. 

giant, solar-powered superweapon. 


‘OH, THE RING. 
T'D FORGOTTEN 


So | told him abouts how 
an annie-plant is also a 
‘superweapon. 


Andi then he asked me || 1’ HAVE TOLD HIM THAT AT THIRTY MILLION PEOPLE, ALL LIVING 
if | was going to buy LEAST WE'RE NOT IN IN THE ACTUAL BARREL OF A 
anything, and | don’ ‘CREDOMAR PARTICLE ACCELERATOR 

see how that’s related. 


«7 (/@;, 


By [Wet not_me-we. | was busy, um, “discharging” 
From the 


He can tell you 
al 


nota : 
a 


THEM IN A STREAM OF PLASMA, 


Anyway, it's not just a particle accelerator. 
‘One oF King COTA’s Burana-bots called in 
a beam-sbrike ‘across 
$0, DID YOU Buy 
ANYTHING? WHAT'S 

IN THE BAG? 


= 


ce 


Ohl Ws related because he 
wanted me to stop talking 
abous thae! And now you. 

. wart gome oF 
year T j Be churros? 


SHE'S SUPPOSED TO BE PAYING 
ABOARD THEU.N.S.V. CHESAPEAKE... I} ATTENTION TO THESE SO-CALLED 
SORLIE'S ASKING FOR tmemenpeaedy | CLOMATS 

THE UNDISCLOSEDS ON 


GIVE HER FULL ACCESS, 
‘ALSO, WHY ARE YOU. 
BRINGING THIS TO Mee 


20 YOU KNOW WHY 
SHE'S IN THE FIELD 


BECAUSE YOU CAN TURN ANY. 
ANSWER I GIVE YOU INTO 
*GIVE SORLIE FULL ACCESS." 


‘OH, WELL DONE! 1 
LIKE IT WHEN MY. 
PEOPLE ARE CLEVER, 


If you got stuck with one, | Do you know WAIT. I DON'T LIKE 
what would you do with it, | anybody who THAT ANSWER. 
wouddin'® do 


‘The Dom Atlantis police 


have huge stun-guns. 4 I 


oe 

fem 

Ste ai ed Os NAS (8S BPE RE 0 
By seer toe poe rol KAS (nhs tat 


‘NEOSYNCHRONICITY. 


COMMANDER, I NEED 
YOUR HELP. 


THE POLICE HERE ARE ARMED WITH 
URTHEE M3 INCAPACITATORS. 
HOW HARD WOULD IT BE TO HACK 
‘ONE OF THOSE AND TURN IT 
INTO A PROPER KILLING 

MACHINE? 


PRETTY HARD, OTHERWISE ALL 
THE MB'S IN SERVICE WOULD 
ALREADY BE LETHAL WEAPONS, 


THAT'S LESS REASSURING 
THAN YOU MEANT IT 
TO BE, SIR, 


The M3 Tater can 
bo hacked, but iF would 
require serious resources. 


I's dosignad to “call homo” at tho, 
First sign of tempering. You'd 
need Factory kays, department 
oys, and user koys 

just to start. 


Then you'd neod 

to be abla to hijack 

high-ond nanotech, which 
means mil-spec Faber cuctes. 


The number of 
entitios with bath 
moans and motive to 
hack those weapons 


is quite small. 


WOULD ANY OF THEM BE 
FRIENDLY TOWARD US? 


OF course not. 
Don't be ridiculous. 


Fortunately, the police carrying 
those stunners won't bo 
modding thom. 


They're called the 
durisindependant Socurity 
Covenant, and they're more like 
@ roligion than an armad Force, 


Thoir psych profiles ara squeaky-clean, 
‘and thair screening is tight. Thoy'll lay! 
dawn their own lives before thoy 
fake anyone olso's. 


‘I GUESS THEY'D SCREEN ME RIGHT 
‘Our IF 1 APPLIED. 


ind if Sergeant 

Schloch appliod, thair 
‘screening committee would 
Spontanaously combust. 


IT'S OKAY, SERGEANT, THIS 
WAS YOUR’ VERY FIRST TRIP 
‘OUT. T DION'T EXPECT 

You 10 FIND THEM. 


‘Oh. Well, you cout 
have Cold’ me that 
before | bothered 

making the First trip. 


RIGHT. SORRY ABOUT THAT. I FULLY 
EXPECT YOU TO FIND THEM ON YOUR 
‘SECOND TRIP OUT. WHICH YOU WILL 
MAKE TOMORROW. 


1G DAY TOMORROW. 
IF YOU'RE NOT ON 


THIS PLACE 15 


CAN SLEEP THE WAY 


Posh, gut with [J “AN ADE WAS MEANT L— 


A JUST A BIT OF 
TWEAKING? 


TO SLEEP. THE WAY A 
MEGA-YEAR OF 
[EVOLUTION DEMANDS: 
T SLEEP, 


785 BOLD 10 st 
it BO rat 75 Fa 5 OH KOH 
. rg Pa 


‘ez 
et 


TORIES ‘BREVA, YOU'LL I STAND BY MY CLAIM, 

PORATAN ITS TAN Ie: NEVER GUESS BECAUSE OBMOUSLY YOu 

OFFICE OF THE PRIME TANGENT. WHO'S IN TOMN. . DION'T GUESS, 
A 


PERHAPS AS PART OF AN EMBASSY? 
‘AND MAYBE, BECAUSE GOVERNMENTS 

EXIST TO 'INSTITUTIONALIZE BAD 

OH, 1 LOVE THIS GAME. 7] BEHAVIOR, HE'S BEEN EXTENDED A 

COULD IT BE SERGEANT SCHLOCK? || CLOAK OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY? 


WHEN MOTHER ARRANGED THIS POLITICAL 
APPOINTMENT, ONE OF HER CONDITIONS 
WAS THAT T ESCHEW ANY FURTHER 
CONTACT WITH MY FORMER 

EMPLOYEES, 


THAT'S EASIER TO 00 IF I 
KNOW WHERE THEY ARE, 
AND THEN ARRANGE TO 
NOT BE THERE 


LADY ANDREYASN'S *CONDITIONS" 
AREN'T LEGALLY BINDING. 


KEEPING TABS ON TAGON'S 
TOUGHS IS ALSO A GREAT WAY TO 
MAINTAIN MINIMUM SAFE DISTANCE. 


DON'T KNOW, BUT THEIR ARRIVAL IN-SYSTEM COINCIDED 
WITH A GRAD STUDENT'S DEEP, YET DISCREET GUERY 
INTO YOuR FULL SCHEOULE 


YOU HAVE AN INORGANIC BRAIN, 
AND YOUR "GUT? IS A SET OF 
CHISELED ABS, 


alee: 


1 FOUND NO CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN THE TOUGHS AND THAT QUERY, 
BUT I DO HAVE A GUT FEELING ABOUT IT. 


1AM KINO. 
(OF RAGNIFICENT 
THAT WAY. 


SPEAKING OF GUT FEELINGS, 
THAVE THIS FEELING THAT 
SOL SYSTEM IS BALANCED 
ON THE EDGE OF A KNIFE 
THESE DAYS, 


THESE DAYS? FOR CENTURIES 
UNS, POLITICAL EQUILIBRIUM. 


HAS BEEN ONE REALLY GOOD J 


PUSH FROM OBLIVION, 


THAT'S... NOT ACTUALLY VERY K HOW'S THIS? YOU GAVE IT AN 
‘COMFORTING, HAGAN, ESPECIALLY GOOD PUSH 
WHEN YOU STARTED THE 

TERAPORT WARS. 


WE SURVIVED. 
>) ; 


YOU SHOULO NOW 
BE FEELING COMFORTED 
‘AND IMPORTANT. 


"eng a ean” 


(OUR RIDE 15 HERE! : ‘read Easte money. 


LIEUTENANT FLINDERS WV" scHLOcK, You SWEEP 
IS SWEEPING FOR BUGS. , FOR TRACE CHEMICALS. 


GRAPE APES, I THOUGHT 
‘MY PILLOW-FORT 
WAS POSH.. 


THE PILLOWS WERE "PLUSH," MAC. 
BUT YEAH, THIS LIMO COSTS MORE 
THAN ANY OF US MAKE IN A YEAR. 


OH, THAT'S NOT 
SO BAD. I FIGURED 
OWNING SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS WOULD BE 
LIGHT-YEARS OuT 


NOT OWNING IT. 
RENTING IT. 


Now it tastes 
like money anc 
crushed dreams. 


HUTERA were LI WE PAID TO. ARRIVE IN 
ede HERE STYLE, DEBARK' BY THe NUMGERS 
CoN SPOIL THE EFFECT. 


ZA 
INTIS. 
I, ae 


KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED 


fs 


> 
‘ONE OF THE RAREST 
LIFE-FORMS IN THE GALAXY 
IS BOUNCING THROUGH ONE OF 
THE MOST WATCHED, MOST SECURE 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS ON THE PLANET. 


AT THIS MOMENT SERGEANT 
‘SCHLOCK IS EVERYTHING SUSPICIOUS. 


FouR-POINT-six-TWO [| THE CITY TAKES UP JUST UNDER HALE 

BILLION PEOPLE LE 4 A MILLION CUBIC KILOMETERS OF 

IN DOM ATLANTIS. SPACE, AND THAT ENTIRE VOLUME 
1s FULL OF THINGS THAT MAKE 
INFORMATION. 


NO, T’M TELLING YOU 
THAT I Att AMAZING. 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
IS BEING TAILEO BY 
‘A POLICE OFFICER. 


TANOW WHERE TO 
ae! Ez 
{ CULTURAL LIAISON: ‘se COTTON CANDY, 


FOR THIS OUTING 
‘OF YOURS. 


(c=) 


[J Showdn't *LIASING! AND BEING A CATCHING UP WITH 
you be lazing \ (Lecvay“ZIN6, LIAISON 5 YOU, FOR INSTANCE 
‘arounel with YOURE FASTER THAN 


the clplomats? 


THIS TAIL IS A WASH. THE AMORPH 1. DON'T THINK AND AT THIS POINT IT ‘ALL I NEED NOW IS FOR SOMEONE 
1S ON THE RUN, AND IS BENG LE cinnee Or Them WOULD gE Suspicious 0 COMMIT A VIOLENT CRIME, THAT'S 
PURSUED BY A UNIFORMED v FOR IE TO NOT RUN NOT TOO MACH TO ASK, IS ITZ 


MILITARY OFFICER AFTER THEM, 


HELLO, AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA 
FAR-WANDERS. T AM 
VICE-UNDERSECRETARY 
HESH-BAZ, 


WELL-MET, 

HONORED HESH-BAZ. 

THIS 1S MELD-MINISTER 

MAIAMUMLA WELL-FLESHER, AND THIS 1S OUR 
MILITARY ATTACHE, CAPTAIN’ ALEXIA MURTAUGH. 


THE TIDE WAITS FOR ) | POPULATION GROWTH HERE IN SOL, 
NO-ONE. LET'S ‘SYSTEM TRACKS THE ENERGY ECONOMY, 


ENERGY EXPENDITURE IS. 

GREATEST IN THE FUSING AND 

FABRICATION OF POST-TRANSURANIC ELEMENTS, 
MOLECULES, AND MACROMOLECULAR LATTICES. 


THE TIDE, AMBASSADOR. 
LAM WELL VERSED IN 
BASIC ECONOMICS. 


THE UNS, [S CURRENTLY SCRAMBLING To REPLACE J] 
[Ser Feber uit. Ws iS Chea DEEPLY INTO OuB MODELS, SussEST 
THE MANUFACTURING BUDGET THAT MUST BE MET THAT WITHIN TWO YEARS YOU 
Foe CONTINUED POPULATION ROUTH, ul bean To See packers oF 
‘SCARCITY Anb OueKCAOLDING, 
ice SUL TANEOUSCY FAILING TO 
TAINAN & PROPORTIONAL 
HiUTAbe FORCE. 


1AM NOT IN A POSITION TO 
COMMENT ON OUR OWN MODELING 
‘OF THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. 


‘OF COURSE YOU'RE NOT. BUT WHEN YOu NEXT 
RUN PROVECTIONS, CONSIDER HOW THE 
OUTCOMES DIFFER IF YOU EXCHANGE 

THE FABRICATION CAPACITY OF ONE 
PENTA-CLASS BATTLEPLATE FOR 

TEN THOUSAND ANNIE-POWERED, 

PTU-RICH HULLS, 


TEN THOUSAND? conveTtEs, = 


LIKE YOUR VESSEL? 


>): 


SIZES VARY. SOME ARE jax 


‘SIGNIFICANTLY 


AT RISK OF MIXING METAPHORS, 
UNDERSECRETARY, THERE'S EASILY 
ENOUGH MASS IN THOSE HULLS 
TO AFFECT THE TIDES. 


YES, YES. 1M PASSING 
( WATER AS WE SPEAK. 


LOVELY. senocanT \| 
SGLeCk IS ON THE 
FOUR-OR-PIETH 


HE IS MOVING DIRECTLY 
TOWARD THE VERY SAME 
MEZZANINE PROMENADE 

WE'RE HEADING FOR 


MAYBE HE JUST WANTS 
TO SAY “HELLO 


‘AND MAYBE HE WANTS TO GAT THE 
SPEAKER OF THE PROLETARIAMENT 
WHILE YOU AND I WATCH. 


YOU'RE CALLING MORE ATTENTION TO YOURSELF. YOU 
SHOULD PROBABLY JUST. 


SERGEANT, WE'VE 
GOT YOU ON 
CAMERA. YOU'RE 
BEING PURSUED. 


BESIDES JUMP OFF A || AAUGH! HE DID IT 
SKYBRIDGE TO TRY ‘AGAIN! WHICH 
L, WAY TO THE 


UNLESS YOU'VE GOT A PERMIT FOR 
Place, but | dont see Breva RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT, YES, 


YOU'RE IN TROUBLE. 


POLICE OFFICER, AND Hi 
RIGHT ON TOP’ OF YOU, 


Does tris diplomatic ‘You bony people 
immunity card count as a take gravity really 
permit’ Eo jump between Personally. 
skywalks? 


TT WILL KEEP mE FROM 
WRITING YOU A CITATION, 
BUT IT WON'T KEEP GRAMTY 
FROM DESTROYING YOU IF 
YOU LAND WRONG, 


1 CAN STILL ENGAGE, BUT compuicateo? 
THis MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY 
IS STARTING TO GET A LITILE TO 


1’ TAPPING EMERGENCY 
SERVICES... DATA CHAOS AT 
PLUTE PLAZA. NOT GOOD. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK’S 
COMM DIED. ALL THE PUBLIC 
CAMERA FEEDS ARE DEAD TOO. 


THAT TELLS ME NOTHING. 
I NEED INFORMATION, 
NOT FRAMES OF VIDEO! 


WORKING ON IT COMMANDER 
“DATA CHAOS" MEANS LOTS OF 
PEOPLE NEED INFORMATION. 


Lots of dead comms 
and cameras, too. Tho 
blackout is roughly 

spharical. 


I Found tha edge of tho 
‘event's bill shadow, Lab's 
see what camaras on tho 
perimeter tall us. 


You wanted GET ME MORE, BECAUSE RIGHT NOW 

information. I think ALL I SEE IS “CHARLIE FOXTROT” 

that picture paints a REPEATED FIVE HUINORED TIMES, 
thousand words. 


AND THIS... UGH. BITS ‘A VIOLENT CRIME, AND I GET 
PULvERIZED (OF AMORPH, STILL TO BAG MY TARGET? CHRISTMAS 
ett ‘CAME TWICE THIS YEAR. 


fas Dado GLAD I WASN'T ANY 


eh CLOSER, 


OE aE, cas You take THe cee |] Because x waNT OTHER PEORLE KNOW WHAT ELSE 


You 
YOu. TO BE AGLE TO SEE WHAT T SA\ DOESN'T SEEM VERY SECURE? 
BETA MEZZANINE 402, THIS PLACE WHERE A 
BOMB JUST WENT OFF. 


I'M A PUBLIC SERVANT, AND I'M 
‘A COMPASSIONATE HUMAN BEING. 


AND I STILL WEAR 
CARGONAN UNDIES, 


YOU'RE A HIGH-PROFILE 
PUBLIC OFFICIAL, NOT A 
FIRST RESPONDER YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO RUN AWAY 
FROM THE EXPLOSIONS, 


BREVA, IF THAT EXPLOSION WAS = AFTER THEY'VE SET THINGS IN WAYBE THEY KNOW SOME puBLic FA 
AN ATTACK, IT MIGHT JUST BE AAT MOTION, THE ATTACKERS mAY OFFICIALS WILL RUN TOWARD 
THE FIRST PHASE. ‘TARGET FIRST RESPONDERS. 


EXACTLY. WE MIGHT 
F ROUTES TAKEN BY DIRECTION THAT makes US 

ESCAPE ROUTES TAKEN 8 
HIGH-PROFILE PUBLIC OFFICIALS FEEL COOD ABOUT OURSELVES 


‘THERE HAS BEEN AN EXPLOSION ANYBODY WANT TO MAKE BOOK |] SECURE THE FOOTBALLS, AND 
‘ON SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S DRINKS ARE ON ME IF SCHLOCK 


IN SPIRE ALPHA, 
1AM AERAID PROXIMITY TO WHATEVER WAS ANYWHERE BESIDES 
THE EPICENTER 


I MUST NOW SEE TO ‘JUST HAPPENED? 


I'M SORRY, CAPTAIN. DID) IT'S IN OUR CONTRACT, 
you Say “SECURE THE IF SOMETHING 
FOOTBALLS?” EXPLODES, MEMBERS 


START YOUR TRAUMA TEAMS AT 
TE PLAZA, SPIRERENO FIRST RESPONDER ‘ 
ig eases BESTOGoL wom, > | ME CENTER irs snus 

j 1 i oneen Axo 


CREEPING, IT'S PART OF 
‘OUR PERP. BAG IT. 


KEEP THOSE GREEN 
PARTS. SEPARATE FROM 
EACH OTHER, THOUGH. 
IF THE AMORPH PUTS 
NISELF BACK TOGETHER, 

THINGS WILL GET 


mages) || minbe dare on Lea 
u my JSC. OPERATION. 


THIS FRAME SHOWS THE EXPLOSION 
ORIGINATING IMMEDIATELY BEHIND 
THE POLICE OFFICER, SHAT EOICAAL 
T MEAN GROSS, 


WHAT HAPPENE( YOU'RE PUTTING THE I'M PRIME TANGENT ANOREYASN. 
CAN WE HELP AROREH IN SEPARATE 


YOURE GOING TO 
NEED GETTER TAPE. 


APOLOGIES, TANGENT AMODEYARN, QUT 
‘JSC. CHARTER YOU HAVE Né 


Su Dae Te ES 


YUP. CONNECTING 
IN THREE... TWO... ONE. 


OH SHOULD TAKE THAT. ZT MGHT BE 
OFFICER, URGENTLY 

YERING TO REACH You BEFORE YOU! 

START SOMETHING YOU CAN'T FINISH. 


‘TANGENT ANDREYASN, I’M LIEUTENANT HALEY SORLIE, E] | 1¢ somesooy sprartereo 
CULTURAL LIAISON TO THE NEOAFAN DELEGATION. SERGEANT SCHLOCK WiTH 7 ISD BORNING PLANETS. 


EXPLOSIVES, T'D SAY THERE'S 
THE SPLATTERED AMORPH 
HAS olpLomamic Immunity, || ALREADY BEEN AN INCIDENT, 
TD LIKE TO PREVENT AN 
INCIDENT HERE, 


ee 


© 


A 
Ws cond dens Ne 6618 THOSE ON 


NEW ORDERS! 


WE'RE REMANDING IT 

INTO THE CUSTODY OF 
THE HONORABLE PRIME 
TANGENT ANOREVASN, 


IF HE EATS YOU, 11'S 
NOT MY PROBLEM, 


YOURE A POLICE 
OFFICER TE HE EATS ME 
YOU CAN SAY “I TOLD. 
YOU SO," BUT ITLL STILL 
BE YOUR PROBLEM. 


Specifically, it was 
an opportunity For 
us to nab took like 
criminais. 


es Sorry. That was me, T saw a 
tuindow oF opportunity and 
jumped us through it. 


MY SNOOPS JUST 
DIED. Tm GETTING. 
NOTHING, 


AND NOW ALL MY CAM 
COLLECTIONS HAVE BEEN 


OF, HEY, 1 THINK 1 
HEAR THE OTHER ROOM 
CALLING MY NAME, 


ercer| | ‘THE POLICE HAVE LOCKED THE 
ABOARD THE PRICEY AREA DOWN, BUT WE THINK 
PLUTOMOSINE. SORLIE IS INSIOE THEIR 


ANI 
LIEUTENANT, SEND 
‘A RUNNER. 


NEOSYNGHRONICITY 
CONFIRMS SCHLOCK 
WAS AT GROUND 
ZERO, CAPTAIN. 


aw 
‘ALREADY DONE. 


‘AH. THAT EXPLAINS 
THE SUDDEN ORAFT. 


DON'T BOTHER PICKING ) ( HONEY, WHERE DO 
OUT THE DEBRIS. TT YOU WANT THIS? 


ai eee 
TE ee > a> 
rere se 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE aITs 
ARE SPEEDING UP, 


Ke) 


TM A BUSY WOMAN. T ASSUME 
YOU WERE OM YOUR WAY 


I'm supposed 
to deliver a 
message. 
Ee you seen a little 
Piece of paper 
‘around here? 


ee 


PRIVACY, PLEASE, LIEUTENANT.) |] NOW, SERGEANT, THE PAPER IS | If » r ARE YOU SURE YOU 
YOUR LIAISON STATUS ONLY || || PROBABLY BONE. HOW MUCH ‘We have the box, We RIGHT. ARE IRE 


PREVENTS THe DELEoATES. \|| OF THE MESSAGE BO YOU need a panda" REMEMBER IT ACCURATELYE 
‘The panda part 
Kind oF wierd, huh? 


FROM ORDERING You AuAy. ) || REMEMBER? 


WHO WAS THE MESSAGE FROM? || HABAN, SET SOMETHING UP || I ALREADY CLEARED 
WITH MuRTAUGH. CLEAR AY J) IT'IN LIGHT OF THIS BESSINATIONS, 
Le IF YOU ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT, 


Deans AND Resioue aaLysis JIS HAD THE SERGEANT NOT LEAPT ONTO THE 
Peary oatteltbe Beene Serica TS 
es ore ae, oot 
Eas ae NS 1 Be 

4 Le 


IT FREED YOU FROM POLICE CUSTODY AND 
GAVE YOU AN ENTIRE TUS OF GENUINE 
MAITATION: OVALKWIK, 


Hah! | totally 
saved your life! 


‘AND I MEAN THAT. TT REALLY 
WASN'T. THAT EXPLOSION IS TROUBLING 
MME ON A COUPLE OF DIFFERENT LEVELS, 


‘ADMIRAL, IF SOMEONE STARTS ASSASSINATING 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS IN THE HEART OF COM 
ATLANTIS, CIVIL WAR WILL BE MORE THAN 
JUST A BOGEYMAN YOU WAVE AROUND 

AS A JUSTIFICATION FOR 

KEEPING SECRETS. 


IE YOU HAVE AGENTS 
IN PLAY DOWN THERE, 1 

SUGGEST YOU DIRECT THEM AT 

77 Wo ME 80M8, NOT THE BLOB. 


WHAT MAKES YOU THINK T HAVE 
AGENTS IN DOM ATLANTIS? 


YOU RUN AN INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY. I START WITH THE ASSUMPTION 
THAT YOU HAVE AGENTS EVERYWHERE, 


i Th FLATTERED, 
, GENERAL, efi 
Bei CONT BC. 


PROMENADE 399., 


THEY, SARGE. CHELLE 
SENT US TO CHECK 
ON YOu. 


Nothing to wor 
abou Im okaty 


Still okay. 
Fount Mac. } 


HABAN TELLS Me I HAVE 
‘OVER IN THE VILLAS. DO 
FOUR NEED A RIDE 


AN APPOINTMENT 
You! 


AREN'T YOU HEADED BACK THAT WAY? ) | 1 NEED A LARGER SECURITY DETAIL, AND 


Tues, bub) / | THS CAR HAS A FULL BA INSIDE 
‘You heard te lacy! 
weep the corners 
eu and pile in! 
POT y 
= 


del 
so 


TANGENT, YOU 
SHOULD HAVE A 


RESPECTFULLY, MA’AM, YOUR CAR LOOKS 
LIKE IT SEATS MORE THAN Six. 


NOT IF WE WANT 7O SIT A SAFE DISTANCE AWAY 
FROM THAT WEAPON OF YOURS. ONE JUST LIKE IT 
WAS TURNED INTO A BOMB NOT HALF AN HOUR AGO. 


I HAVE TOTAL CONFIDENCE IN THE 
INTEGRITY OF THIS DEVICE. YOU 
CAN TRUST IE. 


YOU TRIED TO PUT MY 
FRIEND IN LITTLE BAGS. YOU 
DON'T GET TO RIDE IN MY CAR. 


INSIDE THE PRIME TANGENTS 
T.S.C-FREE PRIVATE CAR, 


LET'S CLEAR THE 
Al. THAT 
SPANOA" WAS 


EXCUSE mE, 
TANGENT? 


BEFORE YOU CLEAR ANY AIR, YOU SHOULD KNOW 
THAT J AM RECORDING AND’ RE-TRANSMNITTING 
EVERYTHING T SEE AND HEAR I CAN'T 

NOT CO THAT. 


PROBABLY NOT, I REALLY DON'T WANT TO 
HEAR ANY STATE SECRETS, 


INE NEITHER. CAN 
WE TAKE A CAR THAT 
DOESN'T HAVE STATE 

SECRETS IN IT? 


poe! pane taveent sreva WI ar cocswt YJ on, ecez. coven 
TALOREYASN ISON HER WAY HAVE TO Be... SOME’ OF THAT UIT A 
\ RIGHT NOW. ARE YOU READY? ‘TABLECLOTH, MAYBE? 


EVERYTHING 1S 
" ALL WE HAVE IS RED, AND 
HOOKED Up, BUT I's THOSE IUST MADE IT WORSE. 


NICE WORK, MAKO. YOU 
MANAGED TO TURN A 
SECOND CHRISTMAS INTO 
THE ABSOLUTE WORS' 
CASE SCENARIO... 


THE TOUGHS ARE GOING TO SPILL SECRETS 
‘ON THE PRIME TANGENT, WHO IS UNIQUELY 
POSITIONED TO QUICKLY REPEAT THOSE 
SECRETS IN EVERY HALL OF POWER FROM 


HERE TO 2 
I 


ON THE UP-SIDE, THIS 1S ALSO 
THE ONE SCENARIO THAT LETS 


TT LIKE YOU, LIEUTENANT, J ESPECIALLY LIKE 
HOW YOU'RE NOT COMFORTABLE SPYING 
‘ON YOUR OWN GOVERNMENT. 


1 SUSPECT YOU VOLATED THE SPIRIT OF 
THE ORDERS YOU WERE GIVEN WHEN YOU 

WERE TAPPED AS THE CULTURAL LIAISON HERE. 

ING YOU DIDN'T DISOBEY THEM OUTRIGHT. }} 


-ASSUm 


"ACKNOWLEDGED, 
MAAN, THOUGH Tin 
NOT AT LIBERTY TO. 
CONFIRM OR DENY 

‘ANY OF THAT. 


NICELY Pur. L__——] [JN tr your Ranolens are 

IISTENING IN, 1-SuSPECr 

Ove 10 CO NEXT IS THey CAN RELAY THis 
SPEAR UITH THE TOP OF 
YOUR CORMAND 
‘CHAN 


THEY CAN. YOU REMEMBER THAT 


GENERAL BALA-AMIN 
1S HOLOPRESENT, AND 
REQUESTS AN AUDIENCE, 


COME ON, CHesapeaKE! 
YOU GUYS DION'T LEAVE 
ME TIME TO COUNT! 


DID YOU EXPECT ME TO DEIGN TO 
‘APPEAR WHEN YOU SNAPPEO 
Your FINGERS? 


IN A MOMENT OF ILL-CONSIDEREO 
INDISCRETION T DID ACTUALLY THINK 
THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN COOL, SIR. 


GENERAL, THE TOUGHS SENT J] | ARE YOU ASKING FOR “WE HAVE THE BOX, WE || ARE YOU ASKING FOR CONTAINMENT 
ME A MESSAGE. "WE HAVE ‘CRYPTANALYSIS SERVICES, NEED PANDORA.” | SERVICES, OR DO YOU NEED TO BEEF 
THE 6X, WE NEED ‘OR HELP FINDING A te UP YOUR PERSONAL SECURITY? 


PANDA? 


THE MESSAGE WAS QUITE 
CLEAR ONCE 1 REALIZED 
IT HAD BEEN GARBLED, 


0 YOU KNOW THE NATURE 
OF THE SECRET THAT THE 
TOUGHS WISH TO SHARE 


WELL, THE PANDORA 
REFERENCE SUGGESTS THAT 

IF IT BECOMES WIDELY KNOWN, 
BAD THINGS WILL HAPPEN, 


I SUSPECT THAT IF I'm J} THAT'S NOT HOW IT 
BLAYING PANDORA, T WENT IN THE MYTH, 
ET TO PEEK IN THE 

BOX, AND THEN DECIDE 

WHETHER OR NOT 

TO OPEN TT. 


WORSE, THAT IS EXACTLY HOW PANDORA 
TRIED 10 00 IT IN THE LEVEL 4 
CONTAINMENT MUSICAL, 


GENERAL, I WANT YOUR TEAM TO PROCESS REMEMBER WHEN I || REMEMBER WHEN WE 
LIEUTENANT SORLIE'S FEEDS DIFFERENTLY. SAID 7 DION'T WANT | | “ASKED You WHAT 


FOR AIMEE: DROP THEM STRAIGHT TO A] | TO HEAR ANY STATE YOU WANTED? 
DEEP-CRYPTO ARCHIVE, SECRETS? 
NO OBSERVATION. 


TIF SOMETHING HAPPENS 
TO Me, OPEN THE ARCHIVE. 
YOU GET TO BE PANDORA. 


Te PANDORA waNTs 10 |] Captain Murt 
PEEK INSIDE THE BOx | says | need to 
IN THIS ROOM, Ir here For Chis. 
STAY CONTAINED, 

GUARANTEED. 


SILENCER AND 
NODE-JAMMER 
‘ARE ONLINE, 


| 


THE ROOM STILL 
SWEEPS CLEAN, 


J STAND cogREcten. 

HE CONTENTS OF THE BOX 

WILL BE BURNING DOM ATLANTIS 
TO SEA LEVEL INSIDE A WEEK. 


CHESTER, ROUTE SORLIE'S || BE GENTLE, BUT UINYIELDING. Sixty-eight hours, 
FEEDS TO CONFERENCE | | THEY ARE CONFINED TO. ‘or eight thousand, 
ROOM THETA, SURTER AND GUT bari sight hundred, 
ers aust say THe Tuan AU || and haan aight 
OF He Cent 


* Be | count uke 
SEND A PLATOON OF A | 2x AstrONoMeR, 
ARMED AVATARS TO COMM OPS, AND NOT A TOASTER OVEN, 
SECURE SORLIE'S HANDLERS AND TECHS 
GO NOT TELL THEM YOU'RE COMING uch. Sixty-eight, than. | 


NOW, CHESTER, LOCK ME IN, PATCH 
SORLIE'S FEEDS TO THIS SCREEN, 
AND SECURE THIS ROOM 

WITH A SQUAD OF 
AVATARS. 


(OH, AND DELEGATE 
HY CALENDAR TO 
MARSHALL NGUYEN 
UNTIL I CALL YOU. 


CEASE ALL 
TORING AND 
RECORDING IN HERE, 
‘AND DENY Me OUTBOUND 

ACCESS TO EVERYTHING 
EXCEPT YOU VIA REDPHONE, 


When Tangent Breya 
ashad For Sorlia’s Foods 
fa be secured in doop 
crypta, T dan't think this 
is what sho moant. 


TILL BE FLUSHING THE SCREEN'S 
‘CACHE. THE ONLY COPY WILL 
BE IN THE GRAIN OF 

"ONE OLD LADY. 


You don’t own 
enough cats For that 
to be doop crypto. 


T'S HOW WE GET 
THE BOX OPEN. 


YOU'VE MADE IT SOUND EVEN MORE 
UNCOMFORTABLE THAN IT LOOKS, 


‘EXCUSE ME, TANGENT? pice een, eid STAINS. LER EOS FOR PICRETIONS SAKE, I REALLY 
Ti CAPTAIN sont 
sS Must Leave | RECORD, AND A BACKUP. ‘DISCRETION? 1S SCHLOCK 


STAYING IN THE ROOM2, 


F yO Al two eyes adai 


TANGENT, THE INFORMATION WE WISH TO 
SHARE MAY INCRIMINATE CERTAIN 
HIGH-RANKING UNS. 

OFFICERS, 


LIEUTENANT SORLIE 
IS STREAMING EVERYTHING 
SHE SEES AND HEARS TO A 
| HIGH-RANKING UNS. OFFICER. \WA CACHING LOCALLY. 


TTS FUNNY, ‘CAUSE 


PRO-TIP: YOU PROBABLY 
‘SHOULON'T HAVE TOLD 
‘ANYBODY IN HERE 


(rnagious, 


TELL IT AGAIN, 


UNS. MILITARY SCIENTISTS 
HAVE BEEN WORKING ON 
SOLDIER BOOSTS FOR 
CENTURIES. 


SUMMARIZING: THEY FOUND THAT THE RIGHT 
COMBINATION OF THESE TECHNOLOGIES 
WOULD WAKE ANY HUMAN BEING 
FUNCTIONALLY IMMORTAL. 


YOU MEAN, BESIDES TURNING 
THE ENTIRE POPULATION INTO. 
A STANDING ARMY OF 
SUPER-SOLDIERS? 


OKAY, BUT WHAT 
WERE THE SIDE 
EFFECTS? 


THIRTY-ONE YEARS AGO 
SOMEBODY PUT ALL THE 
DIFFERENT PROGRAMS 

UNDER THE SAME ROOF. 


NO SIDE EFFECTS, 
CLEAN AS A RAZOR SHARP, 
\ DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD-WHISTLE, 


THE MILITARY RESEARCH 
AGENCY IN CONTROL OF 
THE PROJECT DID THE 

ONLY LOGICAL THING. 


OH, LET 
MME GUESS... 


AND I’ GOING TO 
GO WITH IRONY HERE. 
THEY KEPT IT A SECRET 


HUMAN IMMORTALITY 
WAS NOW TIED TO AN 
APPLICATION OF VERY 
POWERFUL WEAPONS 
TECHNOLOGY, 


ALSO, THEY DEPLOYED IT SO 
‘THEY COULD KILL PEOPLE, 


IT'S A HORRIFYING STORY, AND IF IT'S TRUE, IT WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY. J ammorraLity Y WE'RE GOING TO 
WOULD CERTAINLY LEAD TO, WELL, LET'S aust AND WEVE IMPROVED IT BJ Goesn'T souno | Re-waITE A chunk 
SAY °CWIL DISTURBANCES.” our ynicpe's THE EDENCE? ALI'THAT BAD. | “OF YOUR BRAIN 
00 We HAVE ACCESS TO THE 
TECHNOLOGY IN QUESTION? 


JF YOU WANT THE EVIDENCE, 
HOWEVER, WE MUST PERFORM 
"AN INSTALLATION... ON YOU. 


THEY'RE ALL BOOSTED, TRAINED, THIS IS GOING TO 
OTE TAG ANO ON HIGH ALERT. BE DIFFICULT... BUT 


NOT IMBOSSi@LE 
TM OUTNUMBERED 


TWELVE TO ONE, AND. g 
TM IN A HURRY, 


IF THE NEOPHANT OR THE 
VHORWED GET THEIR HANDS 
‘ON MRE TM IN TROUBLE. 


“2 Neaeege 


HOLD OF Me TM DEAO. 


T'LL RECONFIGURE 
THE SUPER-TATER ON 
mY WAY OVER 


SPECS SAY T CAN CARVE THIS INTO. 
SOME SCARY FORCE MULTIPLICATION. 


(ON APPROACH, TILL LAUNCH 
TWO SCANNERS, FOLLOWED. 
BY A DOZEN wiCRO-MISSILES, 
‘ONE PER TARGET, 


FOLLOW THOSE UP WITH 
A DOPPLEORONE AND GIVE 
ANYBODY WHO SURVIVED THE 
MISSILES AN OBVIOUS TARGET. 


1 BUST IN ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE, DUST 
WITH FLASH-BANGS, 

AND THEN HOSE IT ALL 
DOWN WITH PLASHA, 


I( ser THe Tareg 
ET 


INSPECTING IT, EH2 11'S OKAY. 
YOU DON'T NEED TO woRRY 
ABOUT YOUR M3 EXPLODING. 


MANDATORY RECALL, LIBRETN. 1H. OKAY, THANK 
THE ARHORY IS INSPECTING OH Oe 
EVERY LAST MS, AND HAS 
ALREADY ISSUED REPLACEMENTS. 

HERE YOU GO. 


‘GUARANTEED CLEAN. NO 
EXPLOSIONS, JUST NICE, 
NON-LETHAL TAKECOMNS, 


THIS OPERATION JUST BECAME 
SIGNIFICANTLY MORE DIFFICULT. 


OKAY, YEAH, 1 WAS DEAD THE 
MOMENT 1 DEPLOYED, BUT 
STILL... SO DEAD. 


THE ARMORY THERE IS NO WAY THEY 
1S GOING TO. ‘ARE GOING TO Miss 
INSPECT HY MODIFICATIONS, 


( ‘AM SO DEAD, 


mY MS, 


THIS STOCK MS MIGHT LET ME 
STUN OR IMMOBILIZE A FEW 
OF THE TOUGHS, BUT I NEED 
REAL KILLING POWER. JC) 


TILL HUSTLE HOME, HOPE 
NOBODY COMES TO “ARREST 
WE, COBBLE TOGETHER AN 
IED. OR TWO, AND UPLOAD A 
FINAL REPORT WHILE I *COOK." 


THIS WOULD BE SO MUCH EASIER IF THIS 
SLEEPER HAD THE NEW MORPH PACKAGE. 


NOTE FOR THE FINAL REPORT. 
“PLEASE UPGRADE THE REST OF 
THE SLEEPERS SO THEY ALL HAVE 
MORPH PACKAGES. THANK YOU" 


HEH. IF 1 HAD THE NZ 
WORPH PACKAGE, WISHES 
‘COULD BE FISHES, 


HAVE YOU LOOKED 
‘AT WHAT WE 002 
OR HOW WE 00 IT 


ARE YOU HERE TO 
‘OVERWRITE ME? 


RELAX. 

TM AN UPDATE. 
NOT A SELFSTREAM. 
YOU DON'T BIE YET. 


YOU'VE GOT NEW ORDERS. 1 EXPECT 10 BE 
IGNORE THE TOUGHS FOR ‘ARRESTED ANY 
NOW. INVESTIGATE THE MINUTE NOW. 
‘ASSASSINATION 
‘ATTEMPT, 


WAS “RECALLED: 


OKAY, mayee YOU 
20 DIE YET. 


upoATE FROM mauRY: VA] THEIR EXAMINATION APPEARS 
YOUR WEAPON DID. TO HAVE BEEN CURSORY. 
NOT RAISE ANY FLAGS YOUR MODDED MS WILL 
“WITHIN THE SC, RENDER ITSELF INERT IF 
IT IS REISSUED. 


I CAN'T BELIEVE THEY'RE 
THAT INCOMPETENT. 


MAXIM 10: NOT ALL 6000 
NEWS IS ENEMY ACTION. 


TM A FIELO AGENT. 1’ NOT 


‘ALLOWED TO CITE THAT 


ONE. 


YEAH, THAT'S DEFINITELY NOT En, the rest of YJ 
HOW'S REMENGER TT. that story is just 
lambing... YOU KNOW WHAT? 
NEVER MIND. Tt 
‘OKAY, STOP TALKING, 


RIGHT, BUT THAT'S NOT) 
WHAT TR ASKING, 

THIS TREATMENT. 
1S IT SAFER 


THATS NOT THE 
SAME AS “THIS IS 
PERFECTLY SAFE" 


TT IS SAFE IN THE SAME 
WAY THAT RECEIVING AN 
EYE-OPENING FOUR-YEAR 
EDUCATION IS SAFE, 


WHICH MEANS IT COULD TURN ME INTO Al 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT PERSON, 


1 SAID *EYE-OPENING,* 
NOT "BINGE DRINKING” 


I RECEIVED THE EXACT 
‘TREATMENT T’M GOING 
TO ADMINISTER TO YOU. 


‘ARE YOU ABLE TO UPDATE 
‘MY ALTERED MEMORIES? 


I DON'T KNOW, IT DEPENDS 


1 CAN STILL EXCRETE SHAPED 
‘CHARGES, IF THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE ASKING. 


But you live here, 

in the micile of 

a giant gun-Free 
zone. 


THE POLICE WON'T FIND ENOUGH OF 
YOU TO ARREST IF YOU ATTEMPT TO 
BREAK THAT LAW IN 

THAT WAY. 


Oh, that's rh 
‘ou can 
Actual bomber 


YOU HAVE AN AI. | 1 DON'T NEED TO OPERATE ON YOU. I CAN 
"CORE EMBEDED | SEND YOU THE ENGRAM SCHEMA AND A WALL 
TN YOUR SPINE, YB. OF DATA, AND THEN YOU CAN READ IT. 


IF YOU HAVE THE SCHEMA AND THE DATA, 


Wey BOTHER WITH SURGERY ON ANYBODY? 


‘YOU COULD JUST PUT IT ALL IN A BOOK. 


IT'S EASIER TO TALK SOMEBODY INTO 
BRAIN SURGERY THAN TO CONVINCE 
THEM TO READ A BOOK. 


I APOLOGIZE FOR THE 

EAN: RUDENESS WITH WHICH YOUR 
EMERGENCY PROTECTION 

CAPTAIN, | NO MEASURES WERE DEPLOYED. 

LONGER’ DRIFT b 

Iv Furious 

WINDS. 


1M Happy 1 Ve 


HEAR THAT, 
AMBASSADOR a 


YOU CALLED us FooTBALLS 
AND THEN YOUR ELEPHANT 
‘STUFFED US INTO BAGS. 


THE FURIOUS 
WINDS DO STILL 
‘BLOW NEARBY. 


MANA, YOUR PEOPLE PRESENT 
LARGE TARGETS, AND YOU'RE 


1 WOULD FIND MORE SOLACE 


IT-WAS DISGRACEFUL, AND POLITICIANS DEMONSTRATE 
REEKED OF WEAKNE 


is STRENGTH NOT THROUGH 
THEIR_OWN PHYSICAL PROWESS, 
GUT THROUGH THE FEATS 
WROUGHT BY THOSE 
THEY COMMAND. 


I apologized, explaining that 
when we lost contact with & 
crew momber we assumed the 
worst and behaved rashly. 


I apologized 
to tha nice 
police FL. 


MASSEY SAYS AN APOLOGY TO THE POLICE 
IS BASICALLY A CONFESSION. 


Which is why I 
also confessed ta having 


VILLA GONDWANAMERE. ‘ee ene T OReaNeD gia 


9 rt WANTED TO BULO 
What's the matte Z itten. SPACESHIPS. 


with you, Sorfie? 


STUDIED THAT FOR FIFTEEN 
YEARS. I GOT A COUPLE OF 
DEGREES, BUT NO 


bf EU 


THE UNS. MILITARY BUILDS 

ALL THE BEST SHIPS. ENLISTING AND 
ENROLLING IN OFFICER SCHOOL LOOKED LIKE 
THE BEST WAY TO GET TO DO WHAT I LOVED. 


BUT IT'S NOT CALLED 
“THE SERVICE" FOR 
ITS SHIP BUILDING, 


"AND THAT'S OKAY, 
T DEVELOPED A NEW 


WHEN IT ALL CAME TOGETHER 


TODAY 1 LEARNED THAT WHILE TM | dict say 1" 
KEEPING THE PEACE, SOMEBODY ELSE had eaten your 
15 KILLING THE FUTURE, tact htven, 


SOMEBODY WHO TOOK 
THE SAME OATHS T 
1D, WHO SALUTES 
THE SAME SET OF 
FLAGS I 00, 


(OH, AND NOW MY MORAL WOE 
1S COMPOUNDED BY THE FACT 
THAT THE ONLY PERSON WHO 
NOTICES MRY PAIN IS SOMEBODY 

WHO SNACKS ON KITTENS. THE BLOOD OF KITTENS, 


TIVE READ YouR' 
Dossieg TT 1S FAT WITH 


THERE'S NOTHING FOR | ONCE I’m OuT THERE, MY |] SO IF SOMEBODY WANTS TO || GOING ONCE.. “/ Go outside already, 
ME TO S0Y ON Rint Jf EVES AND EARS WILL BEGIN |} KIL MEIN ORDER TO KEEP GONG Tice. You're making Ie 
NOW rin STEPPING UPLOADING evervTHING |] "A Secret, THEY BETTER grouchy in here. 
Outside. TVE ALREADY SPIED ON, HURRY UP ABOUT TT. 


———/ 
HELLO, cHesapeaKes 

Th TRANSMITTING, 
cuits GANT TELL Ie 

YOU'RE RECEING, 


“THE WHOLE SESSION UPLOADED d 
AT ONCE, I GUESS THAT'S FINE, SINCE 11'S 
SITTING IN A DEEP ICEBOX SOMEWHERE. 


LLIB 


OF COURSE, 1'0 REALLY 

LOVE TO TALK TO SOMEBODY ABOUT 

WHAT T'VE JUST BEEN TOLD, BUT I'M NOT 
ACTUALLY ALLOWED TO TALK ABOUT IT, SO I 
SUPPOSE THIS YEARNING WILL GO UNREGUITED. 


WELCOME TO “TAKE THIS SECRET 
TO YOUR GRAVE" CLUB. 


1 THINK YOU'VE FORGOTTEN 
THE FIRST RULE OF “TAKE THis 
SECRET TO YOUR GRAVE” CLUB, 


WE PROCESSED THE FEED 
INCORRECTLY AND LOST 
EVERYTHING YOUR 
IMPLANTS CACHED, 


| LIEUTENANT soRLIE? 
| GENERAL BALA-AMIN HERE. of 
—— 


J. SHOULD STAND INFRONT 
(OF A MIRROR SO YOU CAN 
SEE THE FACE I’M MAKING. 


OFFICER LIBRETT, THIS IS 
‘DISPATCH YOU HAVE A 
PRIORITY ONE CALL FROM 
JSC. INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


PRIORITY ONE? WHY 
AREN'T THEY CALLING 
‘ME DIRECTLY? 


AS A COURTESY, INTERNAL AFFAIRS GIVES JUST 
ENOUGH NOTICE FOR OFFICERS TO PANIC, AND 
THEN WIPE THE HORROR FROM THEIR FACES. 


‘BUT NOT 
ENOUGH TIME 
TO CHANGE 


‘DO YOU NEED 
ANOTHER MINUTE? 


OFFICER LIBRE, I'M CAPTAIN 
LANDON FROM INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. 


HOW GAN I 8 OF 
SERVICE, CAPTAIN 


YOUVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE LA. TASK 
FORCE INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION 
‘ATTEMPT. YOU'LL BE ee TO ME. 


IT's OKAY TO LOOK RELIEVED RIGHT 
NOW WERE NOT RVESTIGATING YOU 


ALL OF sfY OVEROUE LIBRARY 
BOOKS FLASHED BEFORE 


.. SIR, I DON'T KNOW, 
HOw "THIS SECRET WON'T 
TEAR THE UNS. APART. 


JUST TELL ME 
WHAT YOU LEARNED. 


GENERAL, REVEALING IT 
TO YOU NOW WOULD 
VIOLATE THE TERMS OF 
YOUR AGREEMENT WITH 
‘TANGENT ANDREVASN, 


THAT AGREEMENT WAS NOT LEGALLY 
BINDING, AND TANGENT ANOREVASN 15 
NOT PART OF YOUR COMMAND CHAIN, 


IN THAT LIGHT, 1 sHaLL 
REPHRASE MY REQUEST 
FOR CLARITY. 


‘GENERAL BALA-AMIN, SIR T ACKNOWLEDGE THAT Ls 1 AM NOW EN ROUTE TO THE JUDGE 2 
THE ORDER YOU ARE GIVING ME IS LEGAL, AND ‘ADVOCATE GENERAL'S OFFICE. ONCE GONE OPER OU ROS 
WITHINE THE SCOPE OF MY COMMISSION. THERE 1 WILL TURN MYSELF IN AND 


T REFUSE TO OBEY IT. ‘AWAIT COURT MARTIAL 


| Gare 
Le, 


A YAWNING ABYSS OF REGRET. 


SHE'S OFF TO | CAPTAIN, THAT DOESN'T KEEP SHE ALSO HAS THE RUN HER DOWN, FLINDERS. 
TURN HERSELF IN| THE SECRET CONTAINED. NAMES AND PRESENT TR GOING TO REVEL IN AY 


LOCATIONS OF STUPIDITY FOR A MOMENT. 
SEVERAL PEOPLE 
WITH PROOF. 


TTS OKAY. ALL SORLIE HAS 
5 A STORY THAT READS LIKE 
‘A BAD CONSPIRACY THEORY. 


eT, start || YES, BUT SOME KEY WITNESSES-—INCLUDING ONE ACTUAL 
acwnrtae.. Vf upnern, sagt || YS BUT SOME AY HES MOVES, ONE ACTUAL.) || wet. Tas 5 aura. 
See | ee Tn Scans THM ae cist esiponoune asa crrione 
ONE MATHILDE LIBRETTI, OFFENDED THEM 
FL BLN ign 
oie The 
AT, Ma 


“tency Canvass tre {V7 \ NO, THE 6 
SITE FOR MINESSES? REDEMPTION. 


THEIR CULTURAL LIAISON HAS 
LEFT THE EMBASSY. SHE'S 

ON FOOT, HERE ARE 

THE COORDINATES, 


SIR DO YOU WANT 
ME TO BRING HER INE 


WANT YOU TO COLLECT A ‘AH. MAXIM Si: “LET THEM SEE YOU 
STATEMENT WITHOUT ALIENATING SHARPEN THE SWORD BEFORE 
THE WITNESS YOU FALL ON IT" 


YOU mGHT 
EVEN LAY THE 

GROUND WORK FOR THE RECORD, 

DEPARTMENT POLICY 

TO THE OTHERS. Sel PROHIBITS RITUAL SUICIDE, 


SORLIE, T’M NOT LL NEED OFFICERS WHO ARE WILLING 


GOING To couRT 
‘MARTIAL YOU. 


"TO MAKE HARD DECISIONS, AND WHO. 
CAN THEN LIVE WITH THE 
CONSEQUENCES. 


REALLY? I MADE A DECISION 
TO DISOBEY A DIRECT ORDER, 
‘AND NOW YOU'RE TAKING THE 
‘CONSEQUENCES AWAY. 


OUTSTANDING. I ALSO 
NEED OFFICERS WHO 
CAN CALL ME OUT ON 
THE HOLES IN MY 
Losi, 


‘AND APPARENTLY YOU 
WEAR ENOUGH BRASS THAT YOU 
GET TO HAVE IT BOTH WAYS. 


LET mE TRY TO WIN BACK 
YOUR TRUST WITH A SECRET 
OF ity OWN, = 


PLEASE DON'T, 1 
DON'T WANT ANOTHER 
MONK ON iY BACK 


ADMIRAL MANYARA EMM OF 
UNS. INTELLIGENCE WANTED 
MME TO DETAIN MURTALGH'S 
‘CREW AND HAND THEM 
OVER TO HER. 


EMM IMPLIED THAT 
THEY WERE ROGUE 
AGENTS IN POSSESSION 
OF DANGEROUS SECRETS. 


SECRETS THAT COULD 
START A CIVIL WAR. 


THIS MONK IS HEAVY AND) 
SMELLS LIKE A MONKEY. 


neosmergowery, x) I) lo cart hack camara 
in ulthout upsattng 
you PRoube overwarer# ) | the police department. 


YOU'RE IN THE Sky. HOW 
ABOUT YOU LOOK GOWN? 


High Atantis is on tho 
wrong side of the planot 
For tha next hwalve 
ninutes. 


TTS A FAIR 
‘QUESTION. 


WALKING IN DOM ATLANTIS, 


2OEsS 


YOUR LOGIC FALLS APART 
RIGHT AT THE END, BECAUSE 
ALL 7 Have 1S YOUR WORD 
THAT EMM SPOKE TO YOU, 


IF YOU WERE WORRIED THAT YOU WERE IMPLICATED, 
YOU'D TRY TO CONVINCE ME THAT SOMEONE ELSE 
WAS AT FAULT IN ORDER TO COAK THE DETAILS 


ONCE YOU HAD THOSE DETAILS, YOU'D 
KNOW HOW TO BEGIN DAMAGE CONTROL, AND 
‘THAT WOULD PROBABLY INCLUDE ELIMINATING ME. 


To My MIND, A COURT MARTIAL 
INCREASES MY LIFE EXPECTANCY. 


FOR ENHANCED | 
SITUATIONAL 
‘AWARENESS. 


‘ASSUMING YOU 
RAKE IT THERE. 
(OF COURSE NOT. CHESTER 
IS ANALYZING YOUR STREAM 


‘ARE YOU... ARE YOU 
THREATENING ME, 


You've PICKED uP 
‘A TAIL, AND YOu 
‘MAY BE WALKING 
INTO AN AMGUSH. 


S/F YOU TRUST ME AT ALL, 
YOU'LL... OH, BOOP. 


T'D LIKE TO CHALLENGE YOUR 
LOGIC ON THE WORD "6000" 


UNS. SHIPBOARD UNIFORMS COME (OF COURSE, THE AVERAGE CONSUMER HAS ACCESS 
STANDARD WITH FLIGHT SYSTEMS. TO FAR MORE SPEED, POWER, AND PROTECTION IN 
THE FORM OF THE AVERAGE FLYING CAR 


THE MINIA TURIZA TION EXPENSE PUTS THEM SUMMARY: A FLIGHT SUIT IS NOT 
(OUT OF REACH OF THE AVERAGE CONSUMER, ’ ‘A LICENSE TO PLAY IN TRAFFIC. 


EE Beast 
ee 


Executing. Note, however, that 
these cars will not hiF you. 
Solf-driving algorithms have 
boon refined For conturias. 


I KNOW, BUT RATHER THAN 
TRUSTING NINE HUNDRED YEARS 
AND TEN THOUSAND STRANGERS, 
Tih ASKING FOR HELP 

FROM ONE FRIEND. 


Iva 


Acknowledged. Flattory will got 
you an oxpadited Flight pail 


I SAID "Low BoroueHs |} The nearest suitable WOULON'T IT BE SAFER TO. T am attompting to shake pursuit 
‘CHESTER. SHOULON'T WE Four-paint- |] GO STRAIGHT DOWN FiRSTz by traversing tha high-spoad 
BE GOING STRAIGHT traffic lanes. 


naan cHesteR, al You ean Further minimize 

Hat WAS CLOSE? algoritin, and my aun control fish by pulling your 
// of your Flight path you wore in halo! up. 
i vert fia achuel danger. 


Ugutenant, the individual I.can now soo From EX tcopa is rather unlikoly. ‘OH, HuLLeor. 
waiting in‘the shadows 
For you has chosen to 


Ai 
You are running 
From the pi 

‘a 


Vemma A 


carraw some UL 


SPOOKED, AND Is 


SHE VAULTED THE RAIL AND 
IS DIVNG THROUGH TRAFFIC, ‘ALL I NEED 1S 
PURSUED BY A POLICE PERMISSION. 
OFFICER 


LIEUTENANT, YOU HAVE 
TT LOOKS LIKE DARKATA URBATSU 
THE OFFICER THAT TREVOR TRAINING, A FLIGHT 
FINGERED. THE SAME ONE SUIT, AND'A WRIT OF 
WHO TRIED TO BAG SCHLOCK. )}} DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. 


[- i 
[feemne ranouen raarrrc.. Yama) CHESTER, SHOULD 1 BE RUNNING 
FROM THE POLICE? OO T Have 
ANYTHING TO FEAR FROM THEME 


Find by “cansidering” I moan 
to say that T hava boon crunching 
more data than you will road in hwo lifatimas. 


AND SINCE YOU HAVEN'T TURNED 
IME AROUND FOR A PEACEFUL SURRENDER, 
YOU FOUND SOMETHING. 


Sort of. I hava nat 
uncaverad any direct avidonco 
in support of my suspicion. 


CHESTER, THAT'S 
WHAT SUSPICIONS 
ARE. 


OUT WITH IT? 


YOU COULD HAVE 
LEO WITH THAT, 
Ai string of unlikely coincidences _ 
suggests that the officer currently in pursuit is ‘something ta keep 
an agent of Admiral Emm’s U.N. Intaligence Sorvicos. your mind off the trafic. 


TATER, WHY AREN'T 
PURSUING INTO TRAFFIC... | YAYER. MY 2 


armored. Na stun 
solution available. 


Fire includes 
trafFic. 


SHOOT SOMETHING YOU ARE A DISGRACE 10 
OR SO HELP me, T WILL EVERY TOOL IN THE HISTORY 
THROW YOU AT THE ‘OF THINGS WITH HANDLES, 


Ballistic rostrictor 
‘strap engaged. 


‘PURSUING THE PURSUIT. 


CAPTAIN, T'M 
LOSING THEM, 


SORLIE IS FLYING 
LIKE A SAVANT IN 


(OH, AND THE ANTI-COLLISION 
ALGORITHMS ON THESE CARS? 
THEVRE SO TIGHT I CAN'T 
EVEN TOUCH MY FEET TO 
THEM FOR A PUSH-OFF. 


TILL KEEP THEM IN SIGHT AS LONG AS 1 
CAN, BUT YOU ARE GOING TO NEED TO 
PUT "CAN'T KICK THE BROAD SIDE OF A 
BUS" IN MY NEXT PERFORMANCE REVIEW. 


we must assume 
Fico in pursuit 

mand oF tha usual 

suite of lau enforcement 
resources. 


This includes traffic cameras, vehiclo 


_{ overrides, and access to local roinforcements, 


fumbering in the thousands. A least. 


WHAT 00 You 


Something rishiar 
than Fecing 
through traffic. 


TODAY SEEMED SO NICE 
WHEN T LOOKED AT IT 
FROM THIS MORNING, 


WORTHLESS GUN. CAN'T EVEN THROW), IF that possibility existed I would 
\ have oloctrocuted my tiny brain 

rather than bear the shemo 

Of Iotting you carry mo. 


THEN YOU'RE LUCKY 
YOU WEREN'T BUILT TO 
‘BE THAT SMART. 


Touché. 


“CLEAN SOLUTION?" 
REALLY? ARE YOU SURE 
1 DION'T JUST SHAME 
YOU INTO FIRING? 


LIEUTENANT soRuIE! |} 1 wanted 10 colLect 


SOR FOR THE WE CAN 00 ALL 
EOOREANG. Peon youaur now || tat ery, 
| rave TO che You FoR On Ne: 


‘A MOVING VIOLATION. 


NOT UNTIL TATER 
GRANTS ME ACCESS 
TO THE SOLVENT. 


CHESTER! YOu LeT 
SORIE GET HIT! 


| CHESAPENE.. 
e 


J New plan, General. 


‘GETTING HIT 
WAS THE NEW 
ESCAPE PLAN? 


. 


Escape was no’ 
longer an option. 


OEMS, IT RAPE longer an option. 
SHG Se 


T am baginning 
to suspect that if wasn’t 
an option to bagin with, 


YOU KNOW, THAT ACTUALLY 
MAKES ME FEEL BETTER ABOUT THIS. 


Pp = TL OION'T THINK 1 WAS HTT WAS RUNNING FROM A 
(ONE SOLVENT APPLICATION LATER. RUNNING FROW THE | COUNTER INTELLIGENCE AGENT OUT TO 


9 POLICE. KILL ME FOR THE SECRETS IN MY HEAD. 


LIEUTENANT, 1 CAN WalVE THE 
MOVING VIOLATION, BUT T WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO KNOW WHY YOU 
=H\ SAW FIT TO RUN FROM THE POLICE. 


T WAS APPROACHING YOU BECAUSE 
YOU WERE AN EYE-WITNESS TO THE 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. 


IF THE SECRETS IN YOUR 
HEAD HAVE ANYTHING TO 
BO WITH THAT CASE, 1 
WOULD VERY MUCH Like 
TO KNOW THEM, 


BUT KILLING YOu WV THANK you FOR 


RUN COUNTER TO 
OEPARTMENTAL 
Pouicy. 


Dorfecty executed, 
Usutenant. 


Your comment caught 
hor off-guard. T than 
caught and analyzed 
hor entire response. 


Whatever else she may appear | Vf you seem Lost IN THOUGHT, 
to be, “OfFicer Librotti” is an AW LIEUTENANT SORLIE. 
active intalligence agent. 


COMING OFF THE ADRENALIN 
Now you should Focus on RUSH. YOU KNOW, FOCUSING, 


not getting yourself killed. ON NOT GETTING MYSELF KILLED 


1 CAN promie A Lot more US 
THAN JUST A STATEMENT, 
OFFICER. 


IT'S tY JOB TO SPY ON THE] 1 CAN HAVE THE BATTLEPLATE 
DELEGATION, SO T'Ve GOT|| CHESAPEAKE FIRE THAT DATA 
IHPLANTS CONTINUOUSLY | |” WHEREVER YOU WANT IT. 
RECORDING AND 
TRANSMITTING. 


“BATTLEPLATE" AND *FIRE2* THAT 


SOUNDS SUBTLY INTIMIDATING. 


I'M SORRY, OFFICER. 1 
WASN'T TRYING TO BE SUBTLE. 


HIOEEUA'S NEGOTIATIONS WERE 
Eee ie Sea ee, 
ig rl ar ee Ws 

OUR PATIENT HAS FULLY NOT ACTUALLY SERGEANT 

irdcones ELF wanes Pau 

Mate 42 


TE 1 KNOW 
Hee, Snes GOING 

TOvuaut OpnON Tuace, | I 
Ary PROGRESS ON Tha | FS 


I don't think | “A so ar Least SOME 
understand all of | OF MY PLANNING 
what you two are 

talking about, 


HAS PAI OFF. 


What's "option three," | rar Cool! That means if |] THAT'S NOT WHAT IT KINO OF IS WHAT THAT 

and what does it ers eM eRaoe. || | guess I right, you THAT MEANS, WWEANS, BUT WE SHOULON'T BE 

have to do with tJ | have to give me ENCOURAGING... OH, 
more money! 


TM AWAKE, IT'S A LITTLE SO. PANDORA'S BOX. SPECIFICALLY, 11M THINKING ABOUT 
WEIRD TO SUDDENLY KNOw |] WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? WHETHER OR NOT MY DECISION IS 
A BUNCH OF NEW THINGS, SOMETHING THEY PROGRAMMED 


INTO ME WHILE I SLEPT, 


| t ‘A CAN OF WORMS ON A 


LOOSE THREAD LEADING: 
DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE. 


DOMATLANTES, JUsT450 }{ Hi, LIEUTENANT sone!) _~ 
METERS ABOVE SEA LEVEL... [WHAT O10 I MSs 


LET'S SEE... I PLAYED IN TRAFFIC, T 
GOT GOOBERED TO A BILLBOAR, 
AND THEN OFFICER LIBRET HERE 
VERY KINOLY DID NOT ISSUE ME A 


CITATION FOR RECKLESS TRAVERSAL. 


YOU DO KNOW THAT CARD DOESN'T Yup. I THINK THE RULES WERE 

MAKE YOU IMMUNE TO BEING KILLED }] | WRITTEN LIKE THIS AS A CRAFTY 

BY A CAR, RIGHT WAY TO KEEP THE POPULATION OF 
DIPLOMATS UNDER CONTROL. 


any } 
& Coes) 
ZOE 


THINK 1 REMERBER READING A STUDY 
THAT LISTED THE IMMUNITY CLAUSES AS 
DEMONSTRABLE SELECTION PRESSURES 
‘ON THE DIPLOMATIC POPULATION. 


WAIT, SERIOUSLY? 
1 WAS JUST 
MAKING A JOKE, 


CHESTER SAYS IT'S IN THE MAY 30BB ISSUE OF 
“‘TGNOBELLISHMENTARIANISM. 


7 ASK "CHESTER" IF THERE'S A 
WAY FOR ME TO WRITE EITHER 


(OF YOU A TICKET RIGHT NOW. 


TM SORRY, OFFICER I) || BY THE WAY, THE THE PAPARAZZI ARE |) WERE HERE LM 
Bier re LD || Beas AS hateo. )|] cuancrenc Poe oeoros || AaB HE wo! | (caeNe, waves. 


INTERRUPT. oT supe (OF THE HEROIC FIRST 
yOu O1NT, RESPONDER, 


IT'S DINNER-TIME BACK AT THE VILLA 
SINCE OFFICER LIBRETTI 1S SUDDENLY 
BUSY WE MIGHT AS WELL GET 

‘AWAY FROM ALL 

THIS, RIGHT 


A DISCREET EXIT DOES 
SEEM APROPOS, 


Come with 
me if you want 
to live! 


YOU WERE THE 
ONE TAILING ME. 


AND WHEN T GOT 
GOOBERED, YOU CALLED 
IN THE PRESS CORPS? 


WHOSE IDEA WAS IT TO LET THE 


MURTAUGH 
AMORPH RENT A DELIVERY VAN? 


WAS WORRIED 
‘ABOUT YOU. 


THEY ARRIVED AT 
THE VILLA LOOKING, 
FOR A STORY. I TIPPED 
ONE QIGHT INTO THEIR 
CAMERA-LADEN LAPS, 


You told Murtauah Then Murbaugh ancl OKAY, BUT WHERE DI YOU FIND A PARKED, 
that you were going Bunrigus started UNATTENDED DELIVERY VAN ON SHORT NOTICE 
to lose Sorlie to the talking over my i 

scary police lady. head on purpose. 


| dich’ say it was 
parked. Also, the delivery 
guy is Hiding in the back. 


SETTING ASIDE THE FACT THAT WE'RE 
IN A STOLEN GAR, HOW WERE YOU 
‘ABLE TO EVEN TOUCH A ROVING. 

CAR? THESE THINGS ARE 

PROGRAMMED TO AVOID 

COLLISIONS. 


YOU JUMPED INTO 
TRAFFIC WITHOUT A 
FLIGHT BELT. 


The van swooped under me anc 
carried me off, so it's more ike 
iE stole me. 


NO, THEY'RE 
PROGRAMMED TO 
PREVENT INJURIES. 


TELL THEM ABOUT HOW 
YOU RIPPED THE DOOR OFF. 


YOU CAN'T gust wow. Tat gauge Let You ) 
BLY YOUR WAY BREAK THE LAW AND A 
‘OUT OF. PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE, 


| ici’ know | broke one of 
those, Do | need to go back 
and give him more money? 


7 T GOT A olRect cau. From THe AI. 
y GF THe UNS. CHESAPEAKE. 


“CHESTER GAVE ME 
LIEUTENANT SORLIE'S 
VISUALS FROM THIS 
MORNING'S EVENT. 


‘AND THEN, AS I WAS REVIEWING VIDEO 
‘OF YOUR WORK AT THE SCENE, THE 
DEPARTMENT AGGREGATOR POPPED A 
LIVE FEED IN FRONT OF IE. 


5] eae od 


THERE YOu 
WERE, TALKING 
TO THE PRESS. 


T'th SORRY, S12, 
1 WAS. AMBUSHED 
BY PAPARAZZI 


1 SAW THAT, 
THEY CAUGHT YOU 
FLAT-FOOTEO. 


YOU WERE UINSUSPECTING, UNPREPARED, OUTSTANDING 308 
AND COMPLETELY UNAUTHORIZED, AND Jom | SODAY, “MATHILDE 
Yet YOu OpENep Your DQ THE RED” 


‘AND THEN YOU 
MANAGED TO MAKE 50... YOU'RE 
NOT GOING 
TO EAT Me? 


BACK AT aus. I CAN YOU PULL IT 
Se Rolie 
TLE of a 


Least 1 HATE IT Less 
THAN THE OTHER 


TT SEEMS THERE ARE 
CONSEQUENCES FOR 
CAN ACCOMPLISH. STEALING A DELIVERY VAN. 


RIGHT NOW IT'S DINNER-TIME, 
BACON-INFUSED 


YOU'RE HANDLING HIM 
PRETTY WELL, CAPTAIN, 


HE'S ONLY GOT THE 

‘ONE HOLE. T DISCOVERED 

T COULD PLUG HIS LEAKS 

BY PUTTING FOOD IN IT. Af 


Why are we 
eating on 


SO WE CAN SEE 
f/ _ THE RING. THERE'S 
Il GOING TO EA SHOW. 


THAT THING ON 

ALL THE BILLBOARDS, 
“FOLLOW THE SUN,” “PARTY 
(ON THE RING," THAT STUFF, 


| think maybe all those 
were just ads telling us 
to watch another ad. 


WELL, YES, 

BUT THIS ONE 

HAS REALLY B16 
LETTERS. 


THEY HAVE ENOUGH SMART MIRRORS UP THERE THAT 
EVERY TIME ZONE CAN HAVE ITS OWN SKY-CLOCK. EVERY 
LATITUDE, TOO. I'S’ GOING TO BE REALLY COOL, 


THEYRE TWEAKING THE 
RING'S MICRO-SATS SO 
THE COUNTOOWN TO 
THE NEW CENTURY WILL 
‘APPEAR IN THE SKY. 


YOU KNOW, TO 
READ ABOUT? 


Yeah? And what iF 
they point all the 
nirrors at one place? 


TANGENT ANoRevASN Has seT uP) SERGEANT ScHLOCK |] THE VILLA MIGHT BE SAFER IF WE 
ANOTHER MEETING. —- sue piutes HAD SOME ISN'T INVITED? ORDER HIM TO EXPLORE THE 
STIPULATIONS ARISING FROM RETAIANT DSTI. 
THIS MORNING'S ADVENTURES, 


BE FOREVER GRATEFUL 
KNOWING THE VILLA TOOK 
THIS ONE FOR THE TEAM. 


THEY HAVE ASKED YOU TO 

INVESTIGATE THE JSc'S 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

ASSASSINATION, T ASSUME. 


Tit SORRY, CAPTAIN GARCIA. IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ISC.LA. 
CODE 18.5.5, AND PER EXPLICIT 
‘ORDERS, T CAN NEITHER 
ANSWER’ QUESTIONS NOR 
OFFER COMMENTS IN REGARD 
TO ONGOING ISC.IA 
INVESTIGATIONS. 


AND PER CODE 18.5.6, 
T WAS REGUIRED TO 
MEMORIZE THAT 
STATEMENT. 


‘ISG. SEVENTH REDOUBT.. 


YOUR MEETING WITH INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS WENT SMOOTHLY? 


LATER THATEVENING... JEL YOU KNOW, Gomu..as IPA | YEAH, BUT YOUVE HAD TEN THOUSAND YEARS TS ny PEOPLE HAVE HAD 
L LECTION PRESSURE 
ARE ILA OF FRE AND SELECTION PR LESS THAN 400 


SURE, BUT THOSE 900 YEARS HAD THERE ARE DEFINITELY SOME ‘AND BEFORE YOU ASK ABOUT SECURING THE 
‘000 PILLOW-FORT YOU BUILT, I'M SORRY.. 

TWEAKS IN YOUR BLOOD NANNIES. HBL, Li SORRY. 

‘ALREADY FALLEN, 


LOTS OF UPLIFT ENGINEERING IN 
THEM. THERE'S PROBABLY SOME 
NOCTURNAL TWEAKING IN YOUR 
GENE POOL. 


YOU COULON'T HAVE DEFENDED IT. 
THEY TOOK IT FROM WITH 


5, WE ARE THE | 
NINERNINE PERCENT 


[serene earns nano ones) HOWD YOU DO THATE 


OF MY SUBCONSCIOUS, YOU'RE 
B( ABOUT TO HAVE A VERY BAD NIGHT. 


CQ) IF YOU'RE NOT A PRODUCT 


‘A BAD DREAM. 


“mon, ane \|| tts 60, 8ACK TO NO, ITS Nor. TTS A NIGHTMARE. 
won, ane \I) ‘lee. This aust ND IS YOURS 


7’ NOT LUCID 
DREAMING, IF THAT'S 

YOUR QUESTION, T's AWAKE. 
AND YOU'RE INVADING MY MIND. 


YOU'RE LOCKED DOWN, 

BECAUSE T ALREADY HAVE 

A BUNCH OF THOSE. THIS 
BRAIN IS DEFENDED, 


YOU CAN'T GET RIO OF ME. 
Tit IN YOUR BLOOD. I'm 
HERE TO STAY, 


BLOOD-NANNIES, 


WHAT ABOUT THE BODY? YOU'RE 
GOING TO GET VERY, VERY SICK 
BEFORE YOU GET ANY SECRETS 


AND AWAKE, 


THIS 15 LIKE 
WAKING UP_ON 
THE WRONG SIDE 
OF THE HANGOVER 


TT's SIMPLE. YOU ARE A MERCENARY, 
‘AND YOU WERE PRESENT DURING AN 
‘ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SEE YOU 
‘AS A THREAT TO THEIR PERSONAL 
SECURITY, AND WON'T LET US BRING 
YOU ALONG ON APPOINTMENTS, 


Government 
officials are 
‘stupicl. 


"You can't come in. 
‘Somebody blew you 
wp that one ime.” 


As if taking Crisuo's 
gun away makes him 
SaFe to be around. 


‘One little blood—nanny 
infection tured him into 
a bone-crushing monster 


OKAY, TWO THINGS: FIRST, A 
NANO-TECH INFECTION ISN'T 
ATLITILE THING." YOU WERE 
ON O18). YOU SHOULD 
KNOW BETTER, 


SECOND, ALL OF YOU ARE BONE- 
CRUSHING MONSTERS, THE ONLY 
SINFECTION" YOU NEED 

15 ORDERS. 


Trevor's request has 
boon granted. lla have 
official Foods From the 
cihy’s security camoras. 


We are back 
on overwalch, 
Captain. 


The fimo's track 

is clear all tho way to 
Pluta Plaza. Hoavy police presence there, 
but that’s because oF yostorday's bomb. 


IT'S KIND OF A HALF-BAKED 


OVERWATCH. YOU CAN POINT AT 


THREATS, BUT YOU CAN'T 
‘SHOOT THEM, 


Thanks, Trevor. I never got 
firad oF boing told what I 
can't shook. 


YOU KNOW, THIS 15 THE FIRST TIME IVE SEEN 
ABOARD THEUTNC. UT’ SOMEONE DISOBEY A FLAG OFFICER'S ORDER, ASK 
FOR A COURT MARTIAL, AND THEN COME BACK TO 

WORK THE NEXT DAY AS IF NOTHING HAPPENED. 


(GENERAL BALA-AMIN AND 1 HAVE 


TANGENT ANDREYASN CALLED HER LAST NIGHT 
‘AND INVITED HER TO LISTEN IN ON THIS 
MORNING'S... UGH, HANG ON. 


‘ARRIVED AT AN UNDERSTANDING, 


REMEMBER OFFICER LIBRETT, THE ONE 
WHO GLUED ME TO A BILLBOARD? 


He's eae) 
FOR YOUR VILLA 
tient NOW. 


I HAVE ORDERS 1 SUPPOSE I SHOULD BE HAPPY 
70 LEAP FROM A TO SEE THAT YOU'RE BACK TO 
MOVING LIMOUSINE. OBEYING ORDERS, 


THIS ISN'T IMMORAL, 
MERELY ILLEGAL, AND FUN, 


WE'RE DOING EIGHTY YOURE NOT GOING I WON'T BE INTERFERING WITH 
EE Ae IN METERS PER SECOND, TO GET OUT OF THE TRAFFIC THIS TIME, CHESTER 
MNT LIEUTENANT. |} “MOVING VIOLATION BOUGHT ME A SCOOTER. 
Ts TIME. 


7 CYCLING Our 
Rouen THE Ala.OCk 

TaeT THis WONT EVEN 

CNY uss Vue Ui. EAs 


NO muss, BUT YOUR 
EARS ARE’ DROOPING, 


/ 
Bl Ncosyncreonrcrry TREVOR! we're supposed |] 1 CONSIDERED COING Just THAT, 
1 i BUT SOMEBODY DECIDED 
TO BE ON OVERWATCH! BUT SOMEBODY | 
How 1D soRLIE Get |} BROWN-NOSE 
LIBRETN'S FLIGHT PLAN | THE POLICE, 
BEFORE WE DID? 


: ssf 1h GUESSING, Yoah, and NOU! look at us, 
IN ALON CHESAPEAKE NOT in handcufT's, and NOT 
SUBORNED LIBRETH'S CAR, bogging diplomatic immunity. 


Hacking tau enforcmant 
gots you “in the noose.” 


Schlock, you've got 
a pair of possible 
bogies inbound. 


One is that JSC. I don’t have my plasma_cannon 
officer who triad to in this qun-Free zone. Should 
put you in bags. out some snacks? 


The other is 
Ugutenant Sortie 


And the churro place 
doesnt start doing 
the bacon ones 

until noon! 


HE SOUNDS 
READY FOR A FIGHT 
ENNESRY, WE'RE GOOD. 


BACK ON TASK, TEAM, SCHLOCK WILL HAVE 
OuR Jos Is To Secure TO MANAGE THINGS 
A MEETING THAT COULD AT THE VILLA 


LITERALLY SAVE THE WITHOUT US. 
WoRLD. 


BESIDES, DOCTOR 
BUNNIGUS IS THERE TO PROVIDE HIM 
WITH A FUNCTIONING MORAL COMPASS, 


IT'S PROBABLY NOTHING, BUT I STILL 
WANT YOU TO BE READY FOR BRUNCH 
AT THE ZERO-EVIDENCE BUFFET. 


Talk, Kill, eat. 
Sot it. 


YOU DION'T SLEEP WELL? ( OVER A BAD NIGHT'S SLEcP? THEN WHY HAVEN'T YOu 
ENROUTE TO THE tLA- YN) come’ steatcrit In, Let A DOR seems Evie TURNED YOUR CAR AROUND? 

BRETT, YOU'RE LATE pee VSIA: 

WHERE ARE YOU? 


IF YOU'RE PULLING 
EXTRA HOURS, WE NEEO 


YOU HEALTHY. 


BECAUSE I HAVE 
TWO BOSSES, AND 
THE OTHER GUY IS 
BIGGER THAN YOU, 


SORRY, SI 
ROUGH NIGHT. RUSHING 
OUT FOR AN INTERVIEW. 


CAPTAIN LANDON, CAN 
YOU TAKE SOME HEAT 


OFF OF ME? 


WHAT 20 
YOU NEED? 


I WANT TO GET THOSE 
EMBASSY INTERVIEWS FOR 
YOU, BUT GARCIA WANTS 


CAN YOU MAYBE 
ROAR AT HIM? 


I DID Not AccEPT THIS 
POSTING WITH INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS IN ORDER TO 

ROAR AT PEOPLE, LIBRET. 


STILL, IT'S NICE TO HAVE 
‘AN EXCUSE TO REALLY 


GENETIC 
IMPERATIVE, 


YOU ARE IN POSSESSION OF Mil-SPEC 
ARRIVAL AT THE VILLA. DOCTOR BUNNIGUS? = BLOOD NANNY GEAR, AS WELL AS THATS A 


TOP-SECRET ALTERATION FASCINATING: 
TECHNOLOGY, ‘ACCUSATION. 


TT 1S NOT AN NOT TO MENTION THE ‘AND NOW YOU HAVE HIS 
‘ACCUSATION. FACT THAT SERGEANT ATTENTION, WELL CONE. 
SCHLOCK THERE COULD 
KILL Me IN ABOUT 
THREE HEARTBEATS. 


a 


TT IS A STATEMENT 
(OF FACT, BUT EVEN IF. 

WERE HERE TO ARREST TIVE BEEN INFECTED 
YOu, WricH I'M NOT, Your A WITH WEAPONIZED, IND- 
DIPLOMATIC CLOAK WOULD ALTERING BLOOD NANNIES. 1 
PROTECT YOU COMPLETELY. NEED YOU TO GET THEM OUT, 


YOU PASSED AT LEAST SIX 
HOSPITALS ON THE 
WAY HERE. 


MORE LIKE SIXTY. AND 
NONE OF THEM ARE 

EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH 
THIS. YOU ARE. HELP ME. 


TE WE ASSUME, JUST FOR THE 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT, THAT 
CAN HELP, WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK WE AREN'T THE 
SOURCE OF THE 

INFECTION? 


I'M STILL ALIVE. 
YOUR DOSSIER 
SUGGESTS THAT 
YOU'RE ALL TOO 

‘COMPETENT 


TELL ME OUR PERIMETER SCANNERS 


RECORDED THAT, 


| want Ennesby to 
mix 1 i 


HIGH-SPEED Al FOR THE AMORPH. 
HE OWES ME A FAVOR 


They've begun will protect you, 
talking. We need but T should still throw Squish pro qua 
ears there ASAP. you at something soft, in thrae, hwo, ane... 


you should a3 SORRY FOR THE CRASH LANDING, 
Jbretti how a6 WHAT DID T Miss? 


TO ANSWER THE SERGEANTS THIS NEW THREAT TRUMPS 
INTERRUPTED QUESTION, 1 MY OPERATIONAL SECURITY, 
KNOW ABOUT YOuR EQuiPmeNT V—~ T'M NOT WORRIED ABOUT 
BECAUSE T'M AN INTELLIGENCE IMY OWN LIFE RIGHT NOW. 
AGENT. 1 KNOW LOTS 

‘OF THINGS 


FINE, LET'S GO. 
UpSTAIRS AND Cut 
YOUR HEAD OPEN, 


OKAY, mayge 
Tm A LITTLE 
WORRIED. 


YOU'LL PROVIDE A SUMMARY IN THE THAT SUMMARY 15 FIGURATIVELY, 
SOPHONATE SESSION THIS p= GOING TO SET FIRE 
AFTERNOON CHT? a TO THE SESSION. 


DEPUTY FOLAM), T 
BELIEVE YOU REALLY 
SHOULD LISTEN IN 

Z 


(OF COURSE, BUT IF 
THERE'S ANY ACTUAL 
TILL HEAR IT FIRE, THIS CALL HAS 
A THEN. T' BUSY NOW. EEN RECORDED. 


Tm wor at igeety 10 I] re You wish to curay |] 1m somay. IN THE INTEREST OF NOT 
Discuss iF yer, gut 1 J] GoumcaL Favor, You || WASTING YOUR Tile, GOODBYE. 
‘tank vou Benerit ( |} Seoul SESW SY NOT 

‘aoem Seonerany THe || Fao kee Anno | |) wastnie AY Tie 

TECHNOLOGY TO SHARE idee yl 


Ve NEVER see 
TAYONE Cue 
wear rasace) POLICA, FAVOR 


MADAM TANGENT? QUITE LIKE THAT. 


WELL... OKAY, YES, BUT 00 AGAIN, YES, BUT I DO ADMIRE 
YOU THINK THINK THAT my || THE WAY YOU'RE THROWING 
THIS WILL KILL YOUR CAREER ACTUALLY MATTERS? || YOURSELF INTO THE 


POLITICAL CAREER. 
G GB. 


GRINDER ANYWAY. 


\ 


$02 00 YOU THINK “SHE SAVED THE WORLO 
1 CARE ABOUT THAT? AND MADE HAMBURGER” 


MAKO 1S WORTHLESS. SHE DIDN'T TAKE CARE 
‘OF THE TOUGHS, AND SHE HASN'T GIVEN US 
‘ANYTHING ON THE ASSASSINATION. 


SHE'S JUST ONE PERSON, ADMIRAL. 
TF YOU'D LET HER OO JUST ONE 
THING, YOU'D GET RESULTS. 


ADMIRAL Es 
TEMPORARY HQ. 


WHAT KIND TIVE GOT A WETWORK SLEEPER CELL IN LONDON, 
‘ BUTIF THEY “RUN OUT OF CHEWING GUI" IN 
DOM ATLANTIS IT WILL COME BACK ON US. 


SHARP, KICKY ONES, 


UNDERSTOOD, 
THEY'LL BE READY IN 
BIGHT HOURS, 


EXIT STRATEGIES ARE FOR 
PEOPLE WHO DON'T HAVE 
BATTLEPLATES, 


1 HAVE PERSONALLY EXITED TWO BATILEPLATES BECAUSE OF 
PEOPLE WHO DION'T HAVE EXIT STRATEGIES, a 


| Tas IL Be 
cOnNE RAK Ox 

us aie OF ety 

iar’ OUR Bat STRATEN! 


LET'S GRAB A SAMPLE OF. 
YOUR BLOOD NANNIES AND 
SEE WHAT'S GOING ON, 


AEN 
TIVE HEARD HULL BREACHES 
InaKe LESS NOE THAN dies 1 
YOUR TEST KIT. 


D7 Ost HULL BREACHES 
ARE MORE SURVIVABLE THAN 
WHAT YOUVE GOT IN YOUR 

BLOOD RIGHT NOW. 


FIELD STRIPPING, AND 
\ ‘CONTAINMENT, 


Sol eloos mnies Al 
WHar’s NExT? ass (2 


YOUR 8004 Is A T DON'T RECOGNIZE THE INFECTORS, THEYRE ‘AL THEY CAN 00. NOW 
BATTER VERY Clutey IN COMPARISON TO EER? S208 1S i ou ww asoat 
LRIPCLESS BLOOD KANN? PAVE ON FE, THREE HOURS 


THEY CAN'T TAKE 


LQU-It SUITE 18 TRYING 
TO KEEP YOU ALIVE WHILE 
FIGHTING THE INFECTION. 


YOU'RE WELCOME. NOW DID SHE PAY HIM 
HURRY THIS UP. LIFE IS TOO TO SAY THAT? 
SHORT FOR LONG MEETINGS, 


THANK YOU, ONE 


AND ALL, FOR TAKING f YES, BUT HE THINKS IT'S 
TIME Out OF YOUR BUSY 50 We CAN 8 QUICK 
SCHEDULES FOR THIS MEETING WITHOUT BEING RUDE. 


1AM MELD-MINISTER 
MAIAMUMLA, | HAVE THREE 
‘SETS OF MEMORIES. 


THE FIRST SPANS A PERIOD OF JUST SIXTY YEARS. THE 
‘SECOND SPANS TWENTY THOUSAND YEARS, AND IS. 
SHARED BY A HIVE-MIND IN EINA-APA, 


THE THIRD IS FRAGMENTS 
FROM A FIFT-THOUSAND- 
YEAR. LIFE THAT ENDED 
AROUND, ELEVEN MILLION 

YEARS. A 


160. 


BUT | DOUBT THAT You AND 1 
WILL AGREE ON A DEFINITION 
FOR THE WORD "SHORT." 


IN THE INTEREST OF CATERING TO YouR 
BIOLOGICAL PREDISPOSITION FOR HASTE, 
[SHALL MOVE DIRECTLY TO THE 

SALIENT POINT: 


WE ARE GOING TO BEGIN 
‘SUPPLYING EXTREME LONGEVITY TO 
ANY AND ALL WHO WISH TO BE TREATED. 


‘THE TREATMENT WILL BE PROVIDED AT NO 
‘CHARGE. YOUR HANDBRAINS HAVE BEEN 
UPDATED WITH THE TECHNICAL DETAILS. 


IN TIME, PERHAPS, 
YOU WILL BEVELOP & 
PREDISPOSITION FOR 

PATIENCE. FOR NOW, HOWEVER, 

DON'T READ ANYTHING. JusT 
"SHOUT QUESTIONS AT US. 


THIS WAY. 


7 


WN some WAY Om ANOTHeR, ANG THEY ALL KNCW Te 
NOBODY WANTS TO GO OWN IN HISTORY AS THE FIRST WE MADE SURE TO INVITE 
PUBLIC OFFICIAL TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST LONGEMIY. ‘A FEW LEAKY BUCKETS. 


THE ASSISTANT DEPUTY ELEPHANT AND THE TERTIARY PROLETARIAMENT 
WHIP ARE STREAMING EVERYTHING BACK TO THEIR OFFICES, BUT 
T KNOW THEIR AIDES. THOSE KIS WON'T SPILL FOR A’ 
‘COUPLE OF HOURS AT LEAST. 


‘CHEESECLOTH DIAPER, BUT HIS OFFICE MANAGER ALWAYS 
RE-CUTS HIS STREAMS FOR'SOUNDBITES, AND THEN THEY BOTH 
REVIEW IT BEFORE LEAKING IT TO THE HN WHITE HATS, 


Tow Lone | [THE Two wRToHEOTS? Bae tacy gorn canzo WY YOU nape sue nas 
act Re WE'RE ALL || THEY'RE TURSIOPS ENQUIROPEDIA ATLANTICA, INFORMATION WANTS 


ON THE News? | | SOPHONATORS FROM THEYRE RACING TOE FREE 


FREE TO RUSH INTO THE 
INDISCREET, OUTSTRETCHED 
‘ARMS OF THE FOURTH ESTATE. 


20 YOU THINK 
ADMIRAL EMM 
HAS GOTTEN. 
THE NEWS YET? 


THE IMPORTANT QUESTION 
1S WHETHER OR NOT SHE 
WANTS TO HAVE ALL 
OF US KILLED. 


AND YES, Tm 


I'M HAPPY THAT YOUVE ASSESSED OUR 
‘OPERATION HERE TO BE SUCH AN 
UNMITIGATED SUCCESS, 


TTS NOT UNMITIGATED UNTIL 
WE KNOW WHETHER OR NOT 
SHE CAN HAVE US ALL KILLED. 


ADMIRAL EMM! 
TEMPORARY HQ. 


The NenaFan technology Tt has also boon 
works. Iris derived Fram hardanad against 
Laz’rus tech, but it has hijack attacks. The 
beon thoroughly Redhack program 
do-weaponized. i is dead. 


of the Laz‘r'us fife extension suite. 


1 SAID ssummagize;" NOT 
"LOOK FOR IRONY! 


ty 


«i 


The irony wes right out in 
Front. I didn’t need to look For it. 


Admiral, tha Toughs and tho 
Nooafans have given you a 
chance ta get out From 
under all this. 


Scrap Laz’rus, 
‘and distribute Neoefan 
longevity through every 
channol available ta us. 


YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT 
DISARMAMENT. 


You can bo 

remembered a3 the 

early adopter wha saved millions oF 
lives, or as the finchpin in @ conspiracy 
that kept immortality out of human hands. 


THE REST OF THE “CONSPIRATORS 
NOT CLOSE UP SHOP QUIETLY. 
SOMEONE WILL TALK. 


Oh, you'l still need 
oS to bill a lo of poopla, but that's 
jo what you'll ba romamberad For. 


FEE Tt would seem so. Probably I. WONDER WHY THE NEOAFANS filso, is possible that they're 
because it had beon cHose TO peruse THe matTER ]]) a mora noble, charitable bunch 
tugaponized. FOR Us, wITH THE than we ara. 
DESTROYED US. 


IMMORTALITY. 


THAT 15 WHAT 
EMM WAS: 
HIDING? 


1 SUPPOSE KINDNESS COULD 
1 CAN SEE uray i 
SoRtIE WAS 50) Ps, BA Fon PNOROOEN BALLOONS 


Tf's_not all good nous, THOSE PLU. HULLS THEY WERE 

UN'S. infrastructure ts OFFERING? WE ARE GOING TO Tee en ey 
now an immadiataly NEED EVERY SCRAP OF P.TU. WE THEIR PRICE? 
critical problam. CAN GET OUR HANDS ON. 


prico is miniscule compared N NNGGH! THEY'RE STILL 
THAT'S THEIR MOTIVE, fo what we're now willing to pay. BETTER PEOPLE THAN WE ARE. 


UTEMAZA, | SOx, ABOUT 

Seat 

1 al R 
——) ut O. 


\ THAT OFFER 
CEE 
_ y 


Tou wis vee We 


MATERIALS IN ORDER TO. 
PROSPER FROM THE LONGEVITY 
DISRUPTION WE JUST INTRODUCED, 


YOUR PRICE IS 
SUSPICIOUSLY LOM. 


THEY ARE A DEEP 
BREATH TOO YOUNG 
TO UNDERSTAND 
OUR PERSPECTIVE, 


OLD AGE MAKES 
YOU GENEROUS? 


LONGEVITY IS A 
CURSE IF ONE HAS 
NO FRIENDS WITH 
WHOM TO SHARE IT. 


OKAY. IF YESTERDAY'S ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT HAD 
SUCCEEDED, TODAY THE PROLETARIAT 

NO SOPHONATE SESSIONS WOULO 7” guy THAT's 
Be DomNATED By Noise FROM J (uot GOING TO 
THE ANTI-PLUTE CABALS, HAPPEN? 


THAT ACTUALLY 
REQUIRES MORE 
WORDS, CAPTAIN, 


PRogagly Not. We \| Your TONE suaaests || We 20. WHOEVER PLANNED THE THE RIGHT PUSH DURING THAT WINDOW 
TwisTeD THEIR EARS ]I\ THAT WE STILL HAVE A |] ASSASSINATION ExpEcTED ANTI WOULD BE CATASTROPHIC, YOU COULD 
WITH SOMETHING Peoaten || PLUTE SENTIMENTS 10 BE AIRED SPARK A CIVL WAR THAT WAY. 


TF 1 UNDERSTAND YOU CORRECTLY, 
WE ACCIDENTALLY FOILED. 
SOMEONE'S DIABOLICAL PLOT. 


ACCIDENTALLY? 
YES. FOILED? MAYBE. 


THE RIGHT PUSH 
WOULD HAVE 
TO BE 816, AND 
IT MIGHT Be 
SUPPORTED IN 
OTHER WAYS, 


‘ALSO IT MIGHT Be || SOMETHING WITH.. DID IT GET 
SOMETHING ALgeapy || BRIGHTER OUTSIDE? 

IN ROTION WHICH 

CAN'T BE STOPPED, 


IF YOURE GOING TO 
BE RIGHT, YOU NEED TO LEARN 
HOW TO BE QUICK ABOUT IT. 


Tuisisa | RAINBOWS OCCUR WHEN UNTOLD TRILLIONS OF WATER ‘CHILDREN WITH CRAYONS CAN RENDER 
RAINBOW. MOLECULES ALL BEND SUNLIGHT TOWARD AN OBSERVER. RECOGNIZABLE RAINBOWS IN MINUTES. 


RIGHT NOW, UNTOLD TRILLIONS OF MIRRORS ORBITING 
THE EARTH ARE BENDING SUNLIGHT TOWARD THE 
PROLETARIAMENT OFFICE COMPLEX IN DOM ATLANTIS. 


WEVE PROVIDED YOU WITH THE RAINBOW PICTURE BECAUSE NICE PEOPLE 
DONT OWN THE KIND OF CRAYONS THAT WOULD BE NEEDED TO DRAW A 
PICTURE OF WHAT PEOPLE ARE SEEING FROM THAT OFFICE BUILDING, 


‘LUTE PLAZA, 


XENO SIX! THE RING IS 
FIRING ON THE CITY. 
YOU ARE UNDER 
ATTACK. 


THiS 15 XENO-SIX ACTUAL. 


WERE HEADING 

CONE “OUR TOWER 15 
OR COR, FINE, THE PROLE 
FACTORIFICE IS TAKING FIRE, 
‘AND IS TOO BRIGHT TO LOOK AT. 


watt, WHICH 
ORIFICE? 


1 HOPE THE PERSON WHO 
NAMED THAT BUILOING IS 
INSIDE IT RIGHT NOW. 


Sergeant, the ring is 
Firing on tha city. Is 


| ‘Somebody just 
the villa secure? 


A tumed oFF 


How am | supposed to 
secure it? All | can do is hope 
they don't aim those mirrors at us. 


| PLUTE PLAZA, LEVEL 580, || NEOSYNCHRONICITY, WE'RE ALL 
TOGETHER AND SAFE. WHATS 
HARDENED CORRIDOR. VER (10. SNS, BATS 


er, 
Dy 
§ 


DG ee TESTER: 


fing f3 Hil Focusing ‘sunlight 2 
ey on you, but i's being safoly LASTING UPWARD PROM COR, 
Soh roflectad back into ‘space. ATLANTIS, BUT ITS. NOT AIRED AT YOU. 


SOMEONE JUST AIMED THE POWER OF A 
TRILLION SUNNY DAYS AT THE BUILDING NEXT 
DOOR, AND YOU SAY IT WAS WEAKE 


MAXIM 34: TF YOU'RE LEAVING 
SCORCH MARKS, YOU NEED A 
BIGGER GUN, 


ANALYSIS, LIEUTENANT? 


THIS ATTACK WAS 
WEAK, T'M WAITING FOR 
THE OTHER SHOE TO DROP, 


00 Nor Let THe 
ENEMY HEAR YOU SAY THAT. 


WE'RE ALL STILL ALIVE: 


LIBRET CAME BEGGING 
FOR MEDICAL ATTENTION, 
SHE KNEW WE HAD HIGH- 
END BLOOD NANNY GEAR. 


WHAT WENT ON BACK 
AT THE VILLA? ARE 
THINGS UNDER’ 
CONTROL? 


SCHLOCK THREW HER INTO A 
QUARANTINE TANK, AND NOW THE DOCTOR 
IS INVESTIGATING WHATEVER WAS AILING HER 


SO, WE ADMITTED GUILT, AND THEN 


LOCKED A POLICE OFFICER IN Je THIS TS CERIOR. 


IT I$ KIND OF 
SHOE-SHAPED. LET'S 
DROP IT AND FIND Out. 


NOT A POLICE OFFICER, 
AN INTELLIGENCE AGENT 
POSING AS A POLICE OFFICER 


SPEAKING OF "NOT DEAD," HOW'S 
THE PATIENT? 00 YOU KNOW WHERE 
HER INVADING BLOOD NANNIES 
CAME FROM? 


I'm Feeling glad to not be 
Be Rosey tm F 


lke 7 bold you so. 


BUT YOU'RE 
NOT DEAD BECAUSE THE 
CITY'S SHIELOS WENT UP. 
JUST LIKE I TOLD YOU SO. 


SHELL Live T HAVE J 
THE INVADERS ARE NOT OF UNS. DESIGN, MOTHER FOXTROT. 
A,BLOOO-NANNY, | I'm NOT FINDING SIGNATURES, THOUGH THIS 15 BAD. 


PACKAGE THAT WILL 
Cee eee tat | SOME OF THE ASSEMBLER FRAGMENTS LOOK 


RELAX. LIKE 1 SAID, 
1. CAN FLUSH YOUR SYSTEM 

UST FINE. OURS TOO, IF WE TUF 

‘OUT TO HAVE BEEN INFECTED. 


DOCTOR, URTHEEP INDUSTRIES MAKES THE WEAPONS USED BY 
THE JSC, AND THOUSANDS OF US WERE ISSUED NeW ONES 
AFTER OFFICER TRAGUN'S TATER 

SRALFUNCTIONED" YESTERDAY. 


OKAY, BUT THE JSC. 
ARE OUT IN FORCE TODAY, AND 
THERE HAVEN'T BEEN ANY REPORTS 

bOF THEM FALLING ILL. 


SOINdS ike THE Gee OF 
BECAUSE NONE OF 
THEM RESISTED 2 RWASION, 
TS INFECTION 


‘sounds like sometting 
I'd fike to bring a gun to. 


uigurenant euinoers! |] CONE. 17's JUST YOU AND 206, THE 45<,, 
PRIVATE CHANNEL, ME, SECURE. THEY'RE EVERYWHERE. 


THE JSc. OFFICERS 
MAY HAVE BEEN INFECTED 

WITH SOMETHING LIKE REOHACK. 

YOU COULD BE IN FOR A FIGHT. [Mt 08 A VERY SHORT ONE, 


XENO TEAM HAS BEEN. WHAT KIND OF CONFIRMATION? 
WARNED. DOES UNS. TRAFFIC ‘ARE WE SUPPOSED TO ABDUCT 
‘CONTROL HAVE ANY INPUT? ‘A FEW JSC. OFFICERS AND 

THROW THEM IN THE BOTTLE? 


CHESAPEAKE JUST APPRISED 
GENERAL BALA-AMIN OF THE MATTER 


SHE WANTS CONFIRMATION. 


THEN CUT THE MOORING AND TAKE us 
SOMEPLACE WHERE YOU CAN 


ENNESBY, XENO TEAM PROVIDE IT. 


NEEDS IMMEDIATE aes foe 
FIRE SUPPORT. 2 ¢ 
x _ ' 


Thay don't 
issue citations 
For what you're 
asking ma to do, 


That's not something T 
can provide From here. 


THAT'S WHY T’M NOT 
ASKING YOU TO 00 IT. 


1 ij 


Mooring is_cut, and I'va LM Orbital Enforcamant is trying to shut down the ring's Bil] Thou're screaming by painting 

shepherd nodes without creating a Hessler Cascade, JM | mo with targeting lasers. Soma 
and thay'd like everybody else to oF which are kind oF warm 
stay out of the way. 


pushed off, but I'm 
alraady golfing 
‘scraamed at. 


LET THEM SCREAM, 
WE NEED TO GET 
QOUN TO THE CITY, 


MAN-PACKAGE CONFIRMED ACTIVE IN ALL BUT 
FIVE. FOUR WERE UPLIFTS, WE'VE 
DISPOSED OF THOSE. o 


ACTWATE IT REMOTELY. 
PROTOCOL FOUR, 


“THIS 1S SEVEN. 
REDOUBT IS 


~~ 


‘THE FIFTH REPORTED FEELING SICK, 
BUT REFUSED TO COME IN FOR TREATMENT. 
SHE'S IN AN EMBASSY VILLA, INCOMMUNICADO. 
HER TATER STILL PINGS, BUT IT'S IN HER CAR 


ane Au orricers Vy 
BeCOUNTED FOR? 


ALMOST SECURE, 


T WALKED IN 
(ON SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. 
EXPLAIN. 


YOU DID. CAPTAIN, WHERE 


SPEAKING FRANKLY, AS ONE 
JO WHOM NATURE HAS’ GIVEN A 

NICE TOOTH-AND-CLAW PACKAGE, 

I DON'T CONSIDER THE HS A WEAPON, 


¢] | 2F You're RerceaiINe 
TO THE MS “TATER’, 
I DON'T CARRY ONE, 


AND SPEAKING AS AN ARMED AGENT 
OF JSC, INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
"I ASK THE QUESTIONS. 


‘AUTHORIZATIONS || CONSIDER YOUR VESSELS COMMANDEERED. YOUR 
FOR THIS ACTION || INDIVIOUAL FLIGHT PLANS ARE ATTACHED. SOME 
ARE ATTACHED. |] OF YOU WILL BE STAYING OUT OF THE WAY. 
THOSE WITH CAPTURE-ENABLED SHIELDS 
WILL BE TRAPPING DEBRIS. 


VU 

YES, THIS WILL 4 IF OUR ATTACKS ARE NOT PRECISELY COORDINATED, WE'LL 
Taid'S oot Bane || Aa CuBeies wit ARE eased te be 
Bee Bea Rau |] FO GGT Stat me Nok MELENCMLI RAEI KER RE 


IT?S BEEN SAID THAT IF YOU ARE NOT PART OF 
THE SOLUTION, YOU'RE PART 
OF THE PROBLEM, 


IN THIS CASE, IF YOU'RE NOT PART OF THE SOLUTION, YOU WiLL 
BECOME PART OF THE PRECIPITATE, AND EARTH'S FINEST FORENSIC 
ROCKET SCIENTISTS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FIND ALL OF YOUR FALLING PIECES, 


You Have YouR 
ORDERS, CHU OUT, 


Oh the upside, 

this Plight plan thoy 

gave me will lot mo 
‘shoot things. 


I DON'T CARE WHAT ADMIRAL CHU WANTS, 
WE HAVE DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY, AND 
XENO TEAM NEEDS US IN THE CITY. 


He daclarad 

martial laut. That 

Suporcades our 
immunity. 


0 YOU REALLY THINK HE'D 
RISK STARTING A WAR BY 
‘SHOOTING US DOWN? 


Martial law means he 
thinks ho's at war alroady, 


find this Flight plan tells me exactly who 
is going to shook us down in hwonty 


‘seconds if we Fail to comply. 


FINE, BUT NEXT TIME, 
LEAD WITH THE PART 
WHERE WE HAVE TWENTY 
‘SECONDS TO COMPLY. 


Popigai, this is Nosynchronicity, 
Wa can make capture runs. 


Your shiold is not rated 
fo effactively decelerate 
and trap dabris, You 
would become dabris. 


Have you 
reviowad the 
‘specs on 
this hull? 


Fh. Extravagant use of PTUs. 
Vory wall, you have soctors sight 


thirtoon through eight-sightoon. 


You're walcome, 


En route. Thank : 
uau, Popigai, @& Dae 


va Don't drop 


ENNESBY, AM I HEARING STUFF 
HITTING OUR HULL? 


That's just the swoot 
sound of us being halprul 


This duty hoops us within a couple thousand 
licks of tha city. IFs the bast I can do. 


Aind bofora you ask, no, wo can't 
snoak in. Tho Capital's shields ara all tho 
way up until the crisis up here hes bean resolved. 


SO XENO TEAM IS LOCKED IN 
THERE WITH NO WEAPONS 
AND A POLICE FORCE THAT 
MAY HAVE BEEN SUBORNED 
BY BLOOD NANNIES? 


Thoy've got a Faw million 
poiicians thay can 


POLITICIANS DON'T 
USUALLY AGREE TO SERVE 
‘AS ABLATIVE MEAT. 


YOU MIGHT BE A LITLE WOOZY 
FOR TWENTY MINUTES, BUT 
YOU'RE CURED. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 
RETRIEVE OFFICER LigReTn's 
WEAPON. AND BE CAREFUL WITH IT, 


You saw me. | cid’ YOU salp “woozy: 


even leave the room. { 
That wasnté my Fat. 7 FG eal Ove 


THE VILLA IS FALLING: 
DOWN! EVERYBODY 
OUTSIDE! 


1 APPRECIATE THAT, 
BUT YOU'RE NOT WEARING 
‘A FLIGHT SUIT, EITHER. 


Cy 


Hey, Ennesby... 
remember when | said the vila 
was secure? Here's a Funny thing 

that’s totally not my Fault. 


I DON'T LIKE MAKING XENO TEAM, ON *GO" DISARM THE 
Captain, someone ramata-datonatad } pRovoKeD ATTACKS, ‘ISG. OFFICERS IN THIS ROOM, 
235.0. weapon in the villa. No BUT Tm GONE INIMIZE INSURIES 


WAITING. 


WE MIGHT BE 
“SURROUNDED BY 
WALKING BOMBS. 


T ONLY PUNCHED Him HARD 
ENOUGH TO KNOCK Hitt 
THROUGH THE STRAP, 


HOW DO WE KNOW IF THESE 
POLICE OFFICERS ARE GOOD 
‘ONES OR BAD ONES? 


I HAD A LONG, 
MORALLY AMBIGUOUS 
ANSWER ON THE TIP OF 

inY TONGUE, BUT NOW 
I'M JUST GOING TO SAY 
“TAPE CUFFS" AND “CLOSET.” 


THe erOLUTTON 
LUTON! 
— 


TOSS ALL THOSE 
WEAPONS OvER THE 
Rall, NOW, THEY 
MIGHT BE BONG’, 


WAIT... WHAT 
ABOUT THE PEOPLE 
BELOW US? 


MAYBE Th 
WRONG. TT's A 


TIL, 8 HONEST, 8 
atte ol Dian ae 
“Tat olson Beene 
PaSunis Yds HERON 
Sita We Ma 


COMMS JUST WENT OUT. THOSE EXPLOSIONS HALE FULL OF FUEL, 
WERE TUNED FOR NODE DISRUPTION, THE OTHER HALF Is 
‘AIR AND I'M AN 
OPTIMIST WITH A 


WE ALREADY KNOW THAT 


OUR BACKUP CAN'T GET 
TO US. ALL WE LOST WAS 
THE ABILITY TO WASTE TIME 
YELLING AT THEM ABOUT IT. 


‘OKAY, BUT HOW COME HIS SHE SOUNDS KIND OF PRESCIENT. 


HANDBRAIN STILL WORKS? 


my COMMS 
DON'T WORK. 


‘MINE EITHER. PULSE FROM 
THE EXPLOSION, MAYBE? 


OMIZENS OF DOM ATLANTIS, PEOPLE 
OF EARTH! TIME AND AGAIN THIS 
PLUTOCRACY HAS TRAMPLED US! AND 
NOW THEY BURN THE VERY MOUSE 


WITH THE 
NEW MILLENNIUM, 
ITs THe TO SAY 
'NO MORE" 


CRUEL YOKE! 


IN THIS ENDEAVOR THe PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN JOINED BY THE NOBLE 
JSC, WHO WILL SWEEP CORRUPTION 
FROM THE HALLS OF OUR CAPITOL. 


Tt GLAD YOU HAD us 
‘TAPE UP THOSE 
IS.C. GUYS. 


ME TOO. NOW 1 HAVE MORE 
BRAIN SPACE FOR WORRYING ABOUT 
THEIR TWENTY THOUSAND FRIENDS. 


TT'S ALL CHOREOGRAPHED, 
‘AND WE DANCED ALONG THE 
WHOLE WAY, IT'S SO. 
OBvious 

NOW. 


“THE EXPLOSION WAS A 
PLOY TO TRIGGER THE 
RE-ISSUE OF WEAPONS, 


TT ISN'T A REVOLUTION, BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 
NO, SEE, THE QUARTERMASTER HAD ‘ONE, AND SOL SYSTEM WILL BURN IN 
ALREADY BEEN SUBORNED, MAKING. CIM WAR WITHIN DAYS, 
THE RE-ISSUE A PERFECT 
INFECTION VECTOR 


T'S TOO BAD NOBODY WITH BOOTS 
‘ON THE GROUND IS SMART ENOUGH 
TO FIGURE THIS OUT. 


Thay probably spont 
manths infiltrating the 

ring. That attack locked 

‘verybody in, and 

provided @ visibla 

motive For the ‘AND ONE INSTANCE 
upcoming murdar (OF UNDERESTIMATING 
sprog. EVERYBODY ELSE. 


Ee ADMIRAL, A FOREIGN POWER IS ORCHESTRATING I CAN PUT LIBRETT) BACK ON THE GRID, 
THE COLLAPSE OF OUR STATE, AND THE MURDER BUT ONLY IF YOU PUT HER UNDER 
AOMGAL ERM, ARE OF THOSE WE'RE HONOR-BOUND TO PROTECT, MY COMMAND. 7 


YOU IN CONTACT WiTH 
OPeiceR LIBRETT) IN ‘0 NOT PLAY COY WITH ME. 


ITS A BLACK 
Op. LigRETT Is 
OFF THE GRID. 


SUPERIORS HAVE PLACED Me . NOTE, I'M NOW CAPTAIN SORLIE. 


LIEUTENANT SORLIE, MY ureestane, aun pecenowe 0 Ay 
UNDER YOUR COMMAND. 


‘Sir! Congratulations 
Captain Sorlie sir! 1 
wart the red onef 


I MISSPOKE, SIR, 1 
IHEANT “WHAT ARE 
YOUR ORDERS 

FOR ME? 


KICK ASS, TAKE NAMES, BE A HERO, AND 
GIMME A RINUTE. ‘BUT OO THAT 
LAST ONE FIRST. 


WHAT ARE YouR 
ORDERS, SIR? 


Bo io 


PREVENT CIML WAR, 
IDENTIFY THE AGGRESSOR, 
(AND SAVE LIVES, IN PURSUIT 
(OF THOSE, I CAN DEPUTIZE 
‘ANYBODY FIT FOR DUTY. 


THEY'RE OPEN-ENDED, 


‘NEosyNcHRONICITY. i? 


Sorgeant Schiack callad. 

Ha and Bunnigus have boon 
invited to “enlist” with the UN. 
For an emergency tour of duty. 


WHO HAVE THEY 
BEEN TALKING 
10? 


Our UNS. fiaison got 
a Field pramation, 
and is on @ mission 
to save the world. 


pls 
1 THOUGHT THAT WAS T's what 


wo'ra all 


Irs a big world, and tha "save" 
Footure wesn'’t very wall thought out. 


SHE'S BLACKMAILING US, I'VE GOT ENOUGH YOU HAVE A 
HAVE A LOOK. ‘ON MY CONSCIENCE CONSCIENCE? 
WITHOUT REVIEWING y- 


A LIST OF YOUR SINS. 


: I7S VESTIGIAL. IT'S 
NO. THANKS, ONLY GOOD FOR GING 

TLL TAKE YOUR ME TWINGES OF GUILT WHEN 

HER EVERYTHING? WORD FOR IT. Tith BEING REALLY EFFECTIVE. 


CAPTAIN! AMBASSADOR wave Your DON'T BE NAIVE. SHE 
HIOEUA {5 DEFLATING! JOBS EASE RY AN 1SOIL USELESS UNLESS YOU. 
T THINK sHe’s ass Mis PLAN TO REPEAT HER 
cen HIT! ole in veal PERFORMANCE 


THe Best | eS 
i, OF Us. S 


1 Tou HER SHE 
WAS SETTING A BAD EXAMPLE, 


NOBLE, AND COMPLETELY 


1 WAS NOT HIT. | AM. 

ENTERING A DORMANT 

STATE IN WHICH 1 WILL 
'BE MORE PORTABLE. 


PRESERVE THOSE CARCASS FOILS. I 
WOULD SOMEVAY REMEMBER HAVING 
BEEN THOSE PEOPLE. 


UTCHI-SKAFATKA 'S 
TIRED OF BEING A 


YOU HAVE MORE BODIES TO WAIT... ARE YOU 
GUARD THAN JUST OURS, pa 

CAPTAIN. THAT ARMORED DEFLATING NOW? 
BLANKET CAN BE USED 


XENO TEAM! AOD 
THE SWARM OF BES TO 
YOUR LFF. THEYRE WITH US 


DEFLATING. 


The scooter is cool, 
but | want a gun. 


YES, WE NEEO 
WEAPONS. T' STILL 
TRYING TO FIGURE 
SOMETHING OUT, 


‘My plasgun 
lets me zip 
around like this, 


This scooter Flies 
better, but it's missing all 
the buttons For shooting. 


I GET IT! Now keep 
‘QUIET UNLESS YOU HAVE 
‘A SOLUTION TO. 


~ HUH, A LOUSY WEAPON. 


JF WE OVERRIDE THE 
SAFETIES WE COULD CRASH 
INTO... NO, WE'D NEED., 


Tcan do that to any vehicle, assuming one 
OF you voids the warranty on tha synthotic 
intelligence with a hammer and @ nadajack, 


CHESTER, CAN YOU 

REWRITE THE BRAINS IN 

"THESE SCOOTERS AND 
TURN THEM INTO. 
KINETIC WEAPONS? 


JS THERE A HYPERNODE HUT AROUND 
HERE? ALSO, WHAT'S OUR BUDGET LOOK LIKE? 


[ Your budget For this project 
is, and I'm quoting General 
Bala-Finin, “all the monay.” 


SPEND IT. 
I NEED FOUR HAMMERS, A 
SACK OF NODETACKS, AND 
AS MANY VEHICLES AS ‘THE 

LOCAL DEALERS WILL SELL YOU, 


‘SIX MINUTES LATER. 


Seo 


Im doing brain surgery on a 
moving car wale riding Inside Te 


Today might turn out okay after all. 


WITH COMMS. 
DOWN T CAN" 
TAP CAMERAS, 


& 


‘MY NOVES REMAIN CONNECTED TO EACH 


WHOA, WHAT PATROL COMPRISED OF TWO ¥ 
KIND. OF BUG 15 PECESEY, 
THAAAAAAIIIEEE se Ee 

‘GET IT OFF! GET 
IT OFF GET IT OFF 
GET IIAHHOLR 


nue 


THE LINO HAS BEEN DESTROVED, 
ALONE WITH THE REST OF THE 
VEHICLES IN THE EMBARKATION 


IS THAT COMING OUT OF 


CAN YOU GIVE IE AN Bur PAYCHECKS? 


ALTERNATE ROUTE TO 
Our Limo 


THE CAUSEWAY AHEAD WILL. 
COME UNDER FIRE IF WE 
ATTEMPT TO CROSS. 


CAN'T REMEMBER 
WHETHER OR NOT I CHECKED 
1E “OPTIONAL INSURANCE” BOK. 


WE NEED 10 GO DOWN. NOR CO 1. THAT IS WHY | YOU MAY BE WONDERING WHETHER YOU 

IF THERE'S SAFETY WE'LL DESCEND RAPIDLY | WANT TO JUMP INTO 4,000 METERS OF 

‘ANYWHERE IT'S IN THE ALONG THE OUTSIDE OF | EMPTY SPACE. THE ANSWER IS “CAPTAIN 

LOWER CITY, THE TOWER MURTAUGH IS NOT GOING TO GIVE 
YOU A CHOICE” 


THE SIGHT LINES ARE 
f SHORT ON THE SOUTH- 
DON'T WANT TO. EAST WALL, AND THERE 
USIT A KILLBOX TODAY, 15 A LOT OF COVER. 


JF THAT'S NOT AUTHORITY ENOUGH, TM THE WE MIGHT BE ALL THAT 
HIGHEST-PLACED OFFICIAL HERE, AND WE HAVE INS OF OUR 
BEEN CUT OFF FROM THE REST OF 

THE WORLD, SO I'M PUTTING 

HER IN CHARGE, pe 


= NO. PLUTE PLAZA IS A WAR ZONE, AND IT'S 
[ceca || ede 
SORLIE SENT ME FEEDS 

FROM SCOOTER 

SQUADRONS 

LEAD VEHICLES. 


pur vourseur Vy 


| 


N THAT DOESN'T HELP. 
HAVE YOU FOUND I SEE THE PLAZA TOWERS AND T 
XENO TEAM YET? WANT TO TAKE MY BOOTS BASE JUMPING, 


HAMMERS AND NODESTACKS AND NEW HEADSETS. 


IF WE CAN BREACH THE ARMORY 
AT THE 7™ REDOUBT, WE COULD 
RECOVER MY OLD TATER, 


HE HAS OTHER PLANS FOR IT. 
CABTAIN LANDON WAS LAST SEEN 
ENTERING THE 7™ REDOUBT. 


THE ONE YOU REPROGRAMMED 
INTO A SMALL SUPER-WEAPON? 
CHESTER TOLD ME ABOUT THAT, 


LANDON'S HUGE, AND T'm 
SURE HE'S GOOD IN A SCRAP, 
BUT HE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
SURROUNDED BY ARMED 
OFFICERS, 


7 suspect Hes LING ON) UF erenouer._| CHESAPEAKE, THE AID STATION WANTS 
THE FLOOR, BLEEDING FROM PETE TO SEDATE ME FOR SURGERY. T 
FIFTY DIFFERENT HOLES. THINK SIXTY-ONE PENETRATING 
WOUNDS IS JUST OVER 

‘mY LIAIT, 


The _poor thing 

is afraid to risk 

your life. Tl hava) 
a word with it 


— ba —7" ARGUE QUICKLY. 
nayBE, BUT HE DID ‘ HIBERNATION BECKONS, BUT UNLESS 
‘ANSWER HIS PHONE, ) ‘BETTER FED IT'S JUST'A DIRT-NAP. 


THAT'S PRETTY TERRIBLE, BUT T 
THINK SCHLOCK 15 WORRIED’ ABOUT 
PERMANENT OAMAGE TO 

HIS NEW SCOOTER, 


THOSE JSC, OFFICERS HAVE BEEN 
BRAIN-HACKED. EVEN IF YOUR 
DOCTOR STILL HAD HER LAB, 

SHE WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
TO SAVE THEM. 


Crashing our scooters 


inéo cops seems Kind 
oF permanent. 


| haven't even peeled 
OFF the price-tag yeb. 


THE PEOPLE THEY USED 
TO BE ARE GONE FOREVER, 


WHEN YOU TOLD ScHLOCK 
WHAT WAS DONE TO THE 
MINDS OF THE JS.c. 
OFFICERS, YOU SOUNDED 
‘OLITRAGED, 


WAS THAT AN ACT? 


WOW. THEY REALLY DID 
GIVE YOU EVERYTHING, 


PRIVATE CHANNEL, 
LBRETTI. 


BECAUSE 1 
KNOW WHAT YOU ARE, 
CALLING YOu “LIBRETTI* 
MAKES ME SICK. HER MIND 
IS DEAD, AND HER BODY IS 
YOUR MEAT-PUPPET. 


NOT EVERYTHING. THEY 
DION'T GIVE ME PERMISSION 
TO HAVE YOU EXECUTED. 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, SIR: IF I HADN'T BEEN 
INSTALLED IN LIBRETT'S HEAD, SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN BRAIN-HACKED WITH THE REST 
OF THE JSC. AND SHE'O BE A 

“WEAT-PUBBET* TODAY. 


‘OH, AND YOU'D PROBABLY ALL 
BE DEAD TOO, SINCE T'm THE 
ONE WHO ALERTED YOU TO 
THE WHOLE PLOT. 


IT NECESSITATES THE IANS, UT IT CAN'T 
EVER REDEEM PEOPLE LIKE ME FROM THE 
MEANS WE'VE EMPLOYED. NOT EVEN 

IF WE SAVE THE WORLD. 


KOWALSKI SENT LIBRETTI'S HUSBAND AND 
SON OUT OF TOWN TO PROTECT THEM, IF 

THAT HADN'T HAPPENED THEY'D PROBABLY BE 
DEAD AT PUPPET-LIBRETTI'S HANDS RIGHT NOW. 


THE END DOESN'T 
JUSTIFY THE MEANS, 


Ji A REAL MONSTER, SORLIE. 


WHY ARE YOU BRINGING THIS 
UP? US BEING ANGRY AT EACH 
OTHER WON'T HELP US 

FIGHT BETTER» 


YOU KNOW THAT I HATE YOU FOR WHAT YOU 
ARE, I ALSO HATE NEEDING YOU 
TO BE WHAT YOU ARE, 


YOu SOUND 
ALOT LIKE 
ADMIRAL EMM, 


THAT DOESNT 
MAKE ME HATE 
YOU ANY LESS. 


‘OUTSTANDING. 
LET'S GO KILL THINGS, 


‘BUT NOW YOU DONT 
NEED TO HIDE ANYTHING. TF 1’ 
GOING TO All A MONSTER AT A 
TARGET, I WANT IT TO GO FULL MONSTER 


No, gut 
HONESTY WILL, 


Captain Sorlie? wel have real weapons, 

Ennesby suggested 0 they can keep the anrie 

a side Plant secure. You should 
Gepubize them! 


Maybe iF we go knock on 
thelr door nicely | can 
Please have an 
actual gun? 


I CHECKED THAT. 
THEY'RE ON LockoOun, W 
AND THEYVE GONE DARK. 


the nearest anrie-plant is 
‘outside of the no-gun zone. 


‘OUR SCOUT UNITS HAVE circleo ¥ DOCTOR, YOU AND THAT Bus 
THE PLAZA OUR FIRST JOB IS TO 
RESCUE PEOPLE. 


HAVE EXFILTRATION DUTY, 
‘SWOOP AND SCRAPE, 


MAKO AND SCHLOCK, 
PLAY LEAPFROG, 
‘ALTERNATING POINT AND 
ESCORT. CALL TARGETS 
FOR THE SQUADRON 
OF SCOOTER MISSILES, 
‘AND KEEP THE BAD 
GUYS AWAY FROM 
‘OUR BUS, 


I didn't get a 
coe fore 


YOU GOT 
THE RED SCOOTER AND 
‘A SACK OF HAMMERS, 


PLEASE, NO! WE'RE JUST TOURISTS! 


WANT HIS 
8007S, NOT HIS 


scriock! tHat cuy |] speco-sreip Him, 
Toons une nes” | SO teow ie 
Aout MY size! 


‘GEEFCAKES, 


His boots are 
next. | was throwing his 
beefcakes at the smack-truck. 


SERGEANT! I SAID DON'T 
‘GET BOGGED DOWN! 


Lose 


KATHRYN ONCE SAID 
SHE TRAINED SCHLOCK 
IN PARKATA URBATSU, 


THE ADVANCED KATAS 
INCLUDE USING VEHICLES 
AS. STEPPING-STONES, 


T gave you what 
you askad For, and 
than anticipated 
what you'd neod, 


CHESEAPEAKE, I ASKED FOR 
KINETIC MISSILES. YOU GAVE ME 
A FLEET OF AUTONOMOUS 

‘COMBAT DRONES. 


That's just like what my scooter is doing! 


With manquver 
libraries, adaptive We own 
tactics, and an undying a Parks: and 


affection For your squad. 


PELE, wae 
SOUTH, AND DOWN, AND a ENO IE 


‘THEY RE PINNED. 


CORPORAL CHISULO, A SACK OF 
POLITICIANS 1S NOTA WEAPON, 


REALLY 1 NEED TO REVIEW 
NY DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY CARD. 


LeuTenanT! tHeyve |] euizagerH) pLus 
GOTTEN BEHIND Us) |] THAT DOORWAY! 
INCOMING FIRE ANY 

5ECOND NOW! 


THERE IS A RICH HESTORY BEHIND THE TERMS USED 
BY THOSE WHO CONDUCT WAR. CONSIDER “CAVALRY.” 


THAT HOLE 
ISN'T STAYING 
PLUGGED! 


S (ON EARTH, WARRIORS ON HORSEBACK PLAYED A 


BL SLENIETCANT PART IN THE RISE OF NUMEROUS EMPIRES 


CAVALRY HAD SUCH AN ZMPACT UPON TERRAN WARFARE THAT 
THE TERM REMAINED IN USE FAR LONGER THAN THE HORSE DID. 


REGROUP! WE'LL 


GO OVER THE 
SIDE AGAIN! 


FLEETS OF ARMORED LIMOUSINES MIGHT BE “CAVALRY 
CORPS,” TANK DIVESTONS WERE OFTEN CALLED “ARMORED 
CAVALRY,” AND "ORBITAL CAV" PATROLLED LUNAR SKIES. 


WE DIP. LAsoR... 
NO, BELAY THAT. 


HEADS DOWN! 
CAVALRY INCOMING! 


WE LANDED IN 
THEIR KILLBOX? 


[IN POPULAR ENTERTAINMENT, “CAVALRY” BECAME 
“SYNONYMOUS WITH RESCUE OF SOME SORT. 


UNWISE, CAPTAIN, JS.C. 
WEAPONS BELOW ARE TRAINED 
(ON ALL AVAILABLE EGRESS. 


pa Be or nce TNT Bee THEN Me TE ADE AML 


ren cnarre near wennsnase ron | 
Fe cf MODERN UNITS BEARING THE NAME THEY MADE | 


INGENIOUS, 
T APPROVE. 


IT CRASH 
THE SCOOTERS! 


xzEN CAPTAIN MURTAUGH! CHISULO! PUT THE IS THAT BAG FULL OF 
A FEW DOZEN AR ON OND YOUR Team ONS BackAGe IN THAT ous! || POLITICIANS? 
CRASHES LATER eae 

To put & stop oentiy! 


TO THIS MASSACRE. 
ON THE ORDERS OF 
GENERAL BALA-AMIN, 

TAM NOW HIRING. 


THE BUS WILL EXTRACT THE 
VIPS, AND ANY OF YOUR 
TEAM WHO CHOOSE TO LEAVE, 


RIGHT NOW THAT B46 15 
FULL OF BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 
AND PERSONAL INJURY LAWSUITS. 


KNOW WE'RE IN A HURRY, 
LIEUTENANT SORLIE, BUT 
BEFORE 1 START TAKING 
ORDERS FROM YOU WE 
NEED A CONTRACT, 


IT'S CAPTAIN SORLIE NOW. 
THE CONTRACT IS ON THAT 
HANDBRAIN 1 GAVE YOU. 


THIS 1S JUST A NUM. 


YOU GOT THE RED SCOOTER 
AND A TRUCK FULL OF CHAINSAWS, 


YES SIR. BUT HOW DO WE HARDEN 
‘CONSUMER VEHICLES AGAINST 
‘FSC. AIR-SUPPORT? 


IT'S NOT "GOOD FORTUNE" WHEN 
YOU CON'T KNOW WHERE THE 
ENEMY PUT THEIR AIR SUPPORT. 


FIRST, GET THESE NODETACKS 
HAMMERED INTO CARS. 


‘OUR SQUADRON 
TOOK A BEATING ON THE 
WAY HERE. CHESAPEAKE IS 
SENDING REPLACEMENTS, 


WE HAVEN'T SEEN ANY 35.c, AIR 
SUPPORT. I'D LIKE TO EXPLOIT OUR 
‘GOOD FORTUNE WHILE IT LASTS, 


TREVOR! WE NEED INTEL! 


GIMME A SQUISHY 
‘ONE, THEN, 


1 SAID “SQUISHY, NOT 
“TERRIFYING.” 
FIRM NUMBER, 


ENEMY RESISTANCE HAS 
BEEN LIGHTER THAN WE 
EXPECTED, HOW MANY JSC. 
(OFFICERS ARE CURRENTLY 

UNACCOUNTED FOR? 


AS MANY AS FIFTEEN 
THOUSAND OFFICERS, AND 
MAYBE TWO THOUSANC 
OFFICIAL VEHICLES, 


YOU ASKED FOR INTEL, NOT 
‘A PUFF OF RECTAL SUNSHINE, 


$iotees aN aa YEAH. FIFTEEN NO, SOMETHING B16. 
SOlotges ano TNO 
THOUSAN VEHICLES. Gs THOUSAND ENEMY 


I'm racalibrating the 
word “big” For any Futura 
conversations I have with 
you, Ueutanant Flinders. 


BASED ON EVERYTHING. 
ELSE WE'VE SEEN, THAT'S THE 
FORCE THAT HASN'T DEPLOYED YET. 


CAPTAIN, T SUST BRIEFED THE 
STEALS, PENULTIMATE ADMIRALTY. THEY 


UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO 
‘APPROVE THE ACTIONS 
WE'VE TAKEN. 


COOL, 1° HATE 10 
HAVE MY SALARY GARNISHED 
TO COVER CAR PAYMENTS. 


THEY 00 HAVE A REQUEST. 


BY WHICH THEY MEAN 
‘ORDERS. GO ON. 


YOU ARE TO CAPTURE AS MANY 
(OF THESE BRAIN-HACKED 


‘ISG, OFFICERS 
AS POSSIBLE. 


YOU ALSO NEED TO | [THAT 1s A PROBLEM 

RECOVER SOME OF | THE HACKED TATERS 

THEIR WEAPONS, EXPLODE SHORTLY 
AFTER BEING TAKEN 
‘OR DROPPED. 


CHESAPEAKE 
SAYS THAT NOT ALL 
(OF THEM EXPLODE, 
HE CAN POINT YOU 
TO A FEW THAT 
"ARE INTACT, 


IF THEY'RE INTACT, 
‘CHESAPEAKE DOES 
NOT KNOW WHY THEY 
DID NOT EXPLODE, 
ARMING YOURSELVES 
WITH THEM WOULD 
BE UNMISE, 


YOU CAN ORDER PEOPLE 


| 
PEOPLE ARE STILL DYING KATHRYN, BE BRILLIANT. 1M ALREADY 0 
UP THERE, 00 We HAVE TELL US WHAT THE ENEMY WORKING ON TO BE BRILLIANT: 
A elect ver? HAS PLANNED IN ORDER ‘THAT. 1 JUST 


NEED A LITLE 


TO PREVENT LIVE CAPTURE. 
QUIET. 


SHH... AS LONG 
AS THEY THINK T CAN, T 
GET PRETTY GOOD RESULTS. 


oD Steriod 
ei (UY 


CAPTAIN... CAPTAINS, START 
TAKING PRISONERS. TF THE 
ENEMY HAD A WAY TO 
PREVENT THEIR CAPTURE, 
WE'D HAVE SEEN 

IT ALREADY. 


THEY HAVE ALL OF THE OTHER 
TERRIBLE THINGS, I IUST HAVEN'T 
FIGURED OUT WHAT THIS THING IS. 


NOT IF THEY HAVE A WAY 
TO PREVENT OuR CAPTIVES 
FROM BEING PRESENTED 
‘AS EVIDENCE, 


WHAT I CAN'T FIGURE OUT IS 
HOW OUR ENEMY CAN TURN 
‘A DIMSION OF TROOPS INTO 
‘AN ACE IN THE HOLE 


EVENTUALLY THE 
UNS, REGULARS ARRIVE. 
GAME OVER, WE WIN. 


YOU'RE A FINE STRATEGIST, 
BUT YOU'RE NOT 
MONSTROUS ENOUGH. 


THE ARMY WE 
CAN'T FINO? IT CAN 
OVERRUN THE GARRISON 
UNDER THE CITY, AND THEN. 
SABOTAGE THE ANNIE PLANT. 


ALL THE EVIDENCE DIES, ALONG 
WITH A CITY OF FOUR’ BILLION, 
IN A SEARING CLOUD 
(OF EVAPORATING 

NEUTRONIUM, 


1 NEVER GET 
TIRED OF BEING 
TOLD THAT. 


TINA WORLD OF NIGH INSTANTANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, A MOMENT THE GARRISON? OH. 
‘OF CLARITY CAN BE A BIT LIKE A ROLLING A SNOWBALL DOWNHILL SON OF AN EGG-SCRAMBLING. 


I think Mako's right. 
Comms and camoras 

ara dad along tho ‘CHESAPEAKE! BRIEF ADMIRAL 
path to tha garrison. J CHU! HIS ASSETS ARE CLOSEST! 


Admiral Chu, Qhicxulub can breach the city's shields, 
and doliver payloads, but we wll ba destroyad. 


THIRTY-TWO THOUSAND WEIGHED AGAINST 
FOUR BILLION? T'LL MAKE THAT TRADE. 


INA WORLD IN PERIL, HOWEVER, THERE'S NO TIME FOR SNOWBALLS. 
“SHELL THE MOUNTAINSIDE, AND BRING ALL THE SNOW DOWN AT ONCE. 


CHICA, TAKE 
US DOWN. 


Collataral damage will ba extansive, My NANE IS GOING 70 BECOME 
il ‘A CURSE WORD FAR MORE POTENT 
T will ba careful, but hundreds oF ORD FAR MORE PO 


thousands in the city will dic. ae 
Ears 


THE SCALES STILL TIP CORRECTLY. 
MAKE SURE THE FRIGATE CAPTAINS KNOW THEIR 
TARGETS, AND HAVE CLEAR, CLEAN RUNS. 


TPs a great thing you're daing. 
One-syllable curses are 
vary ofFiciant. 


murtauan, eeIne || CHESAPEAKE, SEND SCOOTER 
SQUADRON DOWN TO 

XENO Team Back. | SQUADRON DOWN, 
SPEED, RECKLESS ORIING, 
ENGAGE AT WILL. 


WE NEED TO PUT EYES ON 
THE ENEMY BEFORE WE 
KNOW WHAT TO DO NEXT. 


Admiral Chu is: going to ram 
Chicxulub through the city's 
shiglds and unlgash a Flock 
OF Frigates on the garrison. 


ee 


THINK WE'RE BETWEEN 
(CHU AND THE GARRISON. 


RONG, | IF CHU ATTACKS, A BIG PART OF THE CITY. 
wets, srs Reno | WL 86 GONE, AiO Te enbeNCe 
PREDICTABLY.) SoPLAR AS IE EARTHS, 
MILITARY ATTACKED. 
HER CAPITOL. 


ENEMY AGITPROP WILL PLAY THAT 
‘UP, AND THE CIML WAR BEGINS, 


BUT... IE CHU DOESN'T 
ATTACK, THE WHOLE CITY 
IS DESTROYED, THE 
EVIDENCE LOST, AND THE 
CIVIL WAR BEGINS, 


CHECK, AND MATE. 
TVS BRILLIANT. 


BEFORE I DIE, 1 WANT 
TO 00 SOMETHING BESIDES 
ADMIRE HOW MUCH SMARTER 
THAN Me OUR ENEMY IS. 


CAUGHT BETWEEN A ROCK AND A | TERAPORT AREA DENIAL CREDOMARAN CANNON CAN 
HARD PLACE. PER THE APHORISM, WE | _PREVENTS THAT, AND IT'S FIRE THROUGH TERAPORT 


TOO WELL DISTRIBUTED TO. 
NEED TO move sioeways. | TOO WELL BUTE ‘AREA DENIAL. 


HE CALLS HIMSELE 
ALL THE EXITS HAVE ROCKS, THE LONG-SUNNER OF THE 
OR HARD PLACES. IF WE'RE GOING TO APOCALYPSE, AND WE DON'T HAVE 
GO SIDEWAYS, WE NEED ADDITIONAL DIMENSIONS. HIS CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION. 


BUT... THE *NUSPI" ARRAY USE IT! FIRE IT THROUGH WORM-SPACE, PAST ALL THE SHIELOS, 
IN THE NOSE OF YouR SHIP. INTERVENING BUILDINGS, EVERYTHING, AND INCINERATE 

IT'S BASICALLY A MINIATURE THAT ENEMY FORCE! 

VERSION OF THAT 

CANNON, RIGHT? 


THE WEAPON REQUIRES VERY PRECISE S-SPACE 
COORDINATES. UNFORTUNATELY, ALL THE CAMERAS ANO 
FA. HYPERNODES DOWN THERE ARE GONE, OR JAMMED. 


SCOOTER 
SQUADRON CAN 
UT EYES ON 
THE ENEMY, 


GOOD ENOUGH. CHESAPEAKE! 
HANDLE TARGETING! AND PLEASE... 


PLEASE GET ADINIRAL CHU 
TO HOLD OFF UNTIL 
ENNESRY HAS FIRED, 


THIS SOLUTION SOUNDS REALLY 
EXCITING, BUT CAN WE RUN 
AWAY A LITTLE BIT, JUST IN CASE? 


PLAN FAILS, THERE WILL 
BE NO TIME FOR US TO 


< : SALVAGE OUR PLAN, 
THIS SUMMARY. 


LOOK AT THE STRATEGIC /? ID THE PENULTIMATE 


SUMMARY CHESTER SENT. IF YOU 
ADMIRALTY HAVE ANOTHER 
EXECUTE YOUR PLAN, TENS OF ILLIONS | F PARAL ei ANC 


WILL DIE DURING THE ENSUING CIVIL WAR 


Ment Mol WECSU Hoe Wh 


HOW 01D You FIGURE OUT 
WHAT THE NUSPI WAS? 


YOUR ENGINEERING SKILLS 
ARE WAY ABOVE YOUR 
PAY GRADE. 


ACTUALLY, I ONLY PUT IT TOGETHER A 
IINUTE AGO. THEN T GUESSED, AND 
YOU CONFIRMED IT, 

Your INTEL, 


SKILLS ARE WAY ABOVE 
YOUR PAY GRADE, 


‘I REVIEWED THE DESIGNS FOR THE CREDOMARAN 
CANNON. THE NUSPI'S SILHOUETTE LOOKED JUST 
ENOUGH LIKE IT THAT I MADE THE CONNECTION. 


WAIT, IF YOU CAN ONLY 
FIRE’ THE NUSPI ONCE 
BETWEEN REFUELINGS. 


€ 


WE ONLY GET ONE SHOT, 


HENCE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF PRECISION TARGETING. 


‘THE NUSPI BURNS ALL OUR FUEL 
‘AT ONCE BECAUSE THAT ONE 
SHOT IS VERY ENERGETIC, 


PRECISION. 
YOU ONLY GET 

ONE SHOT, AND. 

YOU NEEO 10 DESTROY 
AN ENTIRE ARMY. 


HOPEFULLY THAT ONE SHOT WILL 
REDUCE THE ENEMY DIVISION 


GARRISON NUMERICAL SUPERIORITY. 


ENOUGH TO GIVE THE ANNIE-PLANTS 


IS IT SAFE TO HAVE SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK ABOARD THE SAME 
SHIP AS THAT WEAPON? 


NOT ONCE HE HEARS 
ABOUT WHAT IT DOES, NO. 


‘NEOSYNCHRONICITY.. 


NUSBI is charging. 
We'll bo ready to Fire 
in Forty seconds. 


Closing. Where do you 
want ma ta park? 


I's also a pratty hostile 
maneuver. Fin act oF 


INSIDE THEIR 
SHIELD BUBBLE. 


WE CAN FIRE FROM 
ANYWHERE, RIGHT? 


50 WE'LL 


CALL POPIGAI, 
AND CLOSE WITH Lose A LITLE 
. THEM, NOW. 3 MORE PAINT. 


CAPITOL INFRASTRUCTURE Ag NEGATIVE, GHOST-ECHO! BE ADVISED: AIR SUPPORT IS INCOMING, 
(ee | FALL BACK'TO RING ZERO AND BATTEN DOWN, » 


CID-CEe, WE'VE BEEN HIT! THE ENEMY 
HAS BREACHED RING TWO, AND JAMMED 
‘OUR CAMERAS, WE'RE FALLING BACK TO 
RING ONE, AND WILL HOLD THEM THERE. 


‘SCOOTER SQUADRON, TWO 
LICKS BELOW THE CITY. 


Targets acquired. 
Coordinates and 
Full imagery sont. 


‘NEOSYNCHRONICITY.. 


Chosapaaho, I only 
see hwo companies! 


Where 
is tha rest 

of that division? I 
aad fo connect the 
dots, not Fira on 
‘ong point! 


Fanning out. 1 


Nope. 
Sconiars 


are gone, = That single point is the 


‘only coordinate you're gotting. 


This? This is why we |] ENNESBY, OPEN THE FIRE PATH 

don't Fly combat racon |] AT THE GARRISON PERIMETER You're guessing. 
ing civil , 

using civilian vahicles. gant 


Why tha tina? ‘THE INTEL Youve 
The army you've got is How can you be GOT IS NEVER THE 


aver Hie army you want. sure they're, INTEL YOU WANT. 


'NEOSYNGHRONICITY'S AFT ANNIE PLANT HAS “WARMED PE 1 < a1 50 CHARGED “AND FOR ALL THIS, THERES NOTHING 

UP" SEVERAL THOUSAND KILOS OF DEUTERIUM, che area es TO SEE UNTIL SOMEBODY SAYS. 
“SUPERCONDUCTORS, AND 
‘SPUN UP THE FORWARD 
“ARRAY OF ANNIE PLANTS. 


THAT FORWARD ARRAY NOW 
SPINS 50 QUICKLY THAT ALMOST. 
‘SEVENTY PERCENT OF ITS OUTPUT 
MUST BE USED JUST TO KEEP IT 
‘FROM DISINTEGRATING, 


THE REMAINING THIRTY PERCENT 
IS APPLIED TO THE MAGICAL TASK OKAY, NOW THERES. 
(OF RIFPING A HOLE IN REALITY. SOMETHING TO SEE. 


THE WORMHOLE THROUGH THE BEAM EXPANDS EXPLOSIVELY, VIELDING TRACE 
WHICH THE NUSPE FIRES AMOUNTS OF HELIUM-3, TRITIUM, AND EVEN HELIUM -4 
IS JUST UNDER ONE 

CENTIMETER IN DTAMETER 


THE SUPERHEATED DEUTERIUM PLASWA FORCED THROUGH IT IN BOUNTEOUS SUPPLY, HOWEVER? HEAT. 
ES UNDER ENOUGH PRESSURE THAT SOME OF IT WILL FUSE LOTS, AND LOTS, AND LOTS OF HEAT. 


(LOSE TO THE BEA 
THE STURDIEST THINGS 
Pl DISINTEGRATE. 


"TF CORRECTLY ORIENTED, 
FLYING VEHICLES MAY 
ESCAPE DAMAGE. 


THE EXPANDING BLAST 
WAVE WREAKS HAVOC AS TP CLEVERLY CONFIGURED, BALLISTIC 
IT-SHOOTS UP THE COLUMN ‘AMORPHS MAY, FOR A FEW WONDERFUL 
(OF THE SUB-SEA CITY. MOMENTS, BECOME FLYING VEHICLES, 


ENNESBY HIT we Neco To || IT's NOT, BUT IF THERE'S STILL WE'RE HIT! 
SOMETHING yh 
BBMTHHE. ('e9 ie ® || MONSON OF cons col 


ANY DAMAGE? 


THAT DOESN'T INCOMING Hil Can | come in 
SOUND SAFE AT ALL. FIRE, MAYBE? through Che door? 


WHERE'S Your SCOOTER, 
SERGEANT? 


Mako stole it. 1 Vz WHY DION'T YOu 251 
Beer 
riot off ond 9 
Pees Ale: 


ey 


AND HELO, SERGEANT! 
yOU LANDED ON 
SOnenING FRIENELY 


HELLO, SIRS. MAKO HERE, 


‘AS I EXPECTED, THE ENEMY THE SERGEANT'S COMM. WE'RE STILL STUCK FINE, T/L JUST GO DOWN THERE 
DISABLED ALL BUT THE SURVIVED THEIR EARLIER |] ON BAD NEWS, MAKO. || AND KILL THEM ALL MYSELF. 
HARDIEST COMMS ATTACKS, $0 I TOOK iT WE DON'T GET A 


DOWN HERE. DOWN HERE, WHERE 


IT'S NEEDED, a SION 


MISSED. 


ay 


THE GOOD NEWS: T HAVE 
EYES ON THE REST OF THAT 
DIVSION. T CAN HELP YOU 
LINE UPA SECOND SHOT. 


NEQSYNGHRONICITY. 


AKO, GWE US A GOOD 
LOOK’ AT THAT COLUMN 
OF TROOPS, AND THEN 


DEEP BENEATH DOM ATLANTIS. 


I'M NOT GETTING 
CLEAR THE ENEMY Has 

REGROUPED AND DUSTED 

OFF. WE HAVE MAYBE TWO MINUTES 
BEFORE THEY HIT THE GARRISON AGAIN. 


Based on har Foed, Mako 
can't reach minimum sata 


IT'S OKAY, COMMANDER 
FORWORTHY. T'VE TAKEN 
TOO MANY Lives TO BE 
AFRAID OF LAYING 
DOWN MY OWN. 


OKAY THEN, YOU HAVE 
FORTY SECONDS TO MAKE YOUR 
PEACE, OR WHATEVER 


MORE TIME THAN T 
NEED. JUST FIRE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU PEOPLE 
WAITING FOR? 


SOME OF US DO HAVE 
TIME TO REACH 
‘ININUM SAFE 
DISTANCE, 


‘NIM SAFE, COMMANDER r WHAT'S THAT, 
FOXWORTHY, WHAT EXACTL CABTAIN? YOURE 
ARE OU CONG TO MY SHIP? BREAKING UP ON ME, 


Captain, the MUSPI uses 
huge amounts oF Fuel to 
spin up the Forward 
array, and then Koop 

it in one piece. 


It than takos 
exactly that much 
Fuol to spin the 
array back down 

after Firing. 


SO WE CAN TAKE A. 


SECOND SHOT, ASSUMING WE 
DON'T MIND THE’ FORWARD ARRAY 
FLYING APART AND DESTROYING THE SHIP. 


ALONG WITH THE FORWARD OBSERVER. 


"MAXIM 20: “IF YOURE NOT WILLING TO SHELL YOUR 
‘OWN POSITION, YOURE NOT WILLING TO WIN.” 


‘SECOND. “HIJACKED... PAPARAZZI..” Tt has bean exhilarating. And on tha 
eee CHESAPEAKE! subject of capital crimes, there is a very 
YOU MAY HAVE GONE senior, very agitated police official 
WE NEED BEYOND MERELY VOIDING attempting to contact you. 

TO GET EVES SOME WARRANTIES. 


‘ON THAT. 


Blaase da not risk your mobile 
command post. My hijacked Float 
of paparazzi-bots is halfway there. 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, I'M DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
RAFAEL NGUYEN OF THE JSC. 


fi 


HELLO, DIRECTOR GENERAL. LETS, JUST say TWO 


CAPTAIN, I HAVE FORTY THOUSAND 
LOYAL JSC. OFFICERS, NANNY-SWEPT 
AND CLEAN, MOBILIZED UNDER MY 
‘COMMAND. ‘I WANT TO HELP, BUT’ 
LOON'T WANT MY PEOPLE 

‘GETTING NUKED. 


aameria, 
wnpersrooe. were \i] Garant urene 
Done wins Tat ait. | GO vou wanruse Y HANG ON aus 


IS GENERAL NGUYEN ASKING ME 
ORDERS? 


For 


SOMETINES RANK 1S A 
FUNCTION OF FIREPOWER, 


I REMEMBER WHEN YOU TOLD 
GENERAL BALA-AMIN THAT YOU'D 
NEVER DELEGATED ANYTHING UP 
TO A GENERAL BEFORE. 


SHE TOLO 5 SPOKEN LIKE 
MME TO GIVE IT TIME, SOMEONE WHO WANTS 
BECAUSE T’M YOUNG. J TO CONTINUE AGING, 


‘CHESAPEAKE, HOW QUICKLY CAN YOU BRING 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL NGUYEN UP TO SPEED? 


I briefed him while you wore 
bemoaning your youth. He concurs with 
our strategic aasassmant. 


6000, BECAUSE IT's 
SILLY FOR ME TO STILL 
BE IN CHARGE HERE, 


DIRECTOR-GENERAL NGUYEN, THIS IS 
YOUR CITY. YOU SHOULD’ BE THE 
‘ONE TO TAKE IT BACK, 


YOURS IS THE LARGEST FORCE 
AVAILABLE, AND THEY'RE TRAINED 
FOR THE POLICE WORK THAT COMES NEXT. 


CHESAPEAKE TOLD mE Yay 
His FORCES eMprieD 
THOSE POCKETS a 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, CHESAPEAKE'S BRIEFING MADE CRYSTAL CLEAR 
THE FACT THAT YOU ALREADY DID THE HARD PART. 
*NUKES" NOTWITHSTANDING, THANK YOU. 


CHESAPEAKE? WHAT 
FORCES WOULD 
THOSE GE? 


Rm 
) 


t) 
(7 
are 
Just some stuff I 
Found ying eraund, 


Mm 
HUGE MESS, AND THERE ARE ST 
BRAIN-HACKED OFFICERS RUNNING AMOK 


Ai modified m3 
Incapacitator 
and a hungry 
polar bear. 


‘ 6@ 

Food ma anathar Cc Gitta s 
Tatar, Captain? 

( — a 

4 a , 
Pr FINE, BUT STOP 
/ BUILOING DRONES 7 WANT, 
Ii 'A MASSAGE CHAIR NEXT, 
Tr : 
Ai iy 


THERE WILL BENO CIVIL WAR. 


SON ECHO. 


EARTH, SOL SYSTEM... ‘FORTY THOUSAND POLICE OFFICERS SIFT THROUGH THE 
f DETRITUS OF BATTLE, SORTING AND COLLATING CLUES. 


CLARIFY, 6: 
YOu can * 


®& THE DECIMATED GOVERNMENT 
HEALS QUICKLY, RALLYING 


yup, MOVING 
. PRETTY FAST TOO. 


HER RING IS GONE, BUT HER 
CAPITOL STILL STANDS. 


‘CHAOS IN 90M 
ATLANTIS, THE UNS. 
CAPITOL, COMO! 
‘MURDER, MAYHEM, 
AND MYSTERY! 


THAT'S RIGHT, EEMO! MERE MINUTES AFTER | Leen CLASS WAR, OR CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT? FOR THE 
RUMORS OF A REVOLUTIONARY LONGEMTY | FREEBIE CETAILED Diet ON THis ‘DISASTER DROP A CECICRED 
TREATMENT BEGAN TO BREAK, OUT BREAKS IN THE HYPERBLICKET HERE AT A PAY—¥-NEWS. 
‘AN ACTUAL REVOLUTION! 


J’ A SUBSCRIBER BECAUSE 
I DON'T WANT TO PAY FOR 
THE STORIES TWICE! 


SORRY TO INTERRUPT, 
Ma'am, BUT THREE OF 
(OuR “misTeR SMITHS" JU 
CANCELED THEIR ORDERS. 


THREE? UGH. TIMING. NO 
QOUBT THEY WERE PLANNING 
TO. ARM FACTIONS IN SOL 
SYSTEM'S *FALIKMENTED" 
REVOLUTION. 


HAAN 
INCURRED SIGNIFICANT 
GOOD-FAITH INVENTORY 

EXPENSE ON THEIR ORDERS. 


GET ME THE CHIEF OF 
THE UNS. SECRET... FOREIGN, 
WHATEVER TE GOT A DATA 
‘TRAIL I BET THEY'LL PAY 
‘6000 MONEY 
TO FOLLOW, 


:= 


C7 maxim 49. every cuienr 15 
CONE MISSED PAYMENT AWAY 
FROM BECOMING A TARGET. 


‘EUROPA, SOL SYSTEM.. 


THE SCHULL? 
‘ARE YOU SURE? 


DUTY OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE 
UNS. SECRET FOREIEN WHATEVER. 


THAT'S WHERE THE MONEY 
TRAIL LEADS. IF WE WANT TO 
KNOW WHETHER IT LEADS 
FURTHER, SOMEBODY IS 
GOING TO HAVE TO 00 A 
LITTLE WET WORK. 


eed 


(CNOTITS REAL NAME) 


GET IT? WET WORK? BECAUSE 
SCHUUL LIVE UNDER WATER? 


WE'VE TALKED ABOUT THIS, WILLIS. YOU 
‘ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ENJOY YOUR 
JOB BY MAKING MURDER PUNS. 


“MIGRATING® THE SELFSTREAM 
MEANS THESE BODIES WILL 
SUFFER IMMEDIATE AND 
IRREVERSIBLE BRAIN 

OEATH, 


THIS EXIT STRATEGY OF 
YOURS... WHAT HAPPENS TO 
THIS VERSION OF ME? 


AND HOW IS THIS 
DIFFERENT FROM SUICIDE? 


IN THE SAME WAY. 
THAT GOING TO SLEEP IS 
DIFFERENT FROM DYING, 


COULD YOU HAVE ANSWERED 
‘THAT WITHOUT RUINING 
ALL MY FUTURE SLEEP2 


PROBABLY, BUT WHY 
WOULD I WANT TO? 


FELLOW CITIZENS, AS WE 
MOURN FOR THOSE WHO 
HAVE FALLEN, LET US 


OUR ENEMIES, WHO WILL 
NOT GO UNPUNISHED, SOUGHT 
TO TURN US AGAINST EACH OTHER, 


THEY SAW OUR SGUABBLES, AND 
FINE-TUNED THEIR STRIKE TO 
AMPLIFY OUR INTERNAL STRIFE. 


WE CAN NOW PROTECT OURSELVES FROM 

THE WEAPONS OUR ENEMIES EMPLOYED, 

BUT WE CAN ERECT NO WALL TO SHIELD 
OURSELVES FROM ONE ANOTHER 


LONGEVITY TREATMENTS ARE ROLLING OUT EVEN NOW, 
‘AND ALL INDICATIONS ARE THAT YOU AND I WILL BE 
‘AROUND FOR A LONG TIME TO COME, 


TIVE HEARD IT SAID THAT LIFE 1S TOO. 
SHORT TO TURN AWAY FROM A FRIENDSHIP. 
WELL, LIFE IS ABOUT TO BECOME FAR TOO 
LONG TO BE SPENT NURTURING ENMITY, 


‘AS THE INTERIM SECRETARY GENERAL I CAN ENCOURAGE AND 
EXHORT, BUT CANNOT PASS AN ACTUAL LAW THAT SAYS *BE 
NICE TO EACH OTHER" 

EVEN IF 1 COULD, 1 


DOUBT ANYONE COULD 
ENFORCE IT. 


BUT IF WE CANNOT BE NICE TO ONE ANOTHER, IF WE CANNOT 
RESPECTFULLY DISAGREE, AND FIND THE COMMON GROUND 
AMI OUR DIFFERENCES, NONE OF OUR LAWS WILL BE ENFORCEABLE, 


TF YOURE WATCHING THIS AND ARE 
CHEERING ME ON AS I TAKE “THE 
OTHER GUY" TO TASK FOR BEING 
LITTLE MORE THAN AN ANIMAL, YOU 
‘ARE PART OF THE PROBLEM, 


HAPPY NEW CENTURY, EVERYBODY. 
INAKE PLANS TO SEE THE TURN OF 
THE NEXT ONE, AND INAKE SURE 
THOSE PLANS INCLUDE LOTS OF 
NEW FRIENDS, 


THAT SPEECH ISN'T GOING 


TO WIN ANY ELECTIONS, 


OR SHORT, LIFE 15 


LONG 
TOO PRECIOUS TO BE SPENT WORRYING 
‘ABOUT WINNING ELECTIONS. 


‘OFFICE OF THE INTERIM, 
SECRETARY GENERAL. 


‘OH, 6000. 
EVERYBODY'S 
HERE. 


WE ALL SHARE THE SAME SECRET, 
ANO WE NEED TO QUIETLY 
PREVENT THAT SECRET FROM 
DOING ANY MORE DAMAGE. 


mavAmn, 1 OON'T KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT, AND 
TOON'T THINK I WANT TO. 


THAT NOISE YOU JUST 
IMADE WAS SO CUTE. 


PLEASE 00 NOT 
MAKE IT AGAIN, 


GENERAL BALA-AMIN, I'M ADDING A STAR YOU MAY HANO-PICK YOUR 
TO YOUR SHOULDER'AND TASKING YOU WITH TEAM, BUT I WILL REQUIRE 
DISRANTLING ONE OF OUR INTELLIGENCE YOU TO TAKE TWO OF 

MY PICKS FIRST. 


AGENCIES. 


00 IT QUIETLY, AND TAKE GREAT CARE TO 
TRANSFORM ANY "EXPLOSIVE REVELATIONS" INTO 
HAPPY NEWS THAT FITS THE NEW NARRATIVE. 


like Fun? 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, THE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
IN QUESTION 15’ ALMOST DONE CONSTRUCTING 


NEW OFFICES FOR THEMSELVES, WHICH 
GENERAL GALA-AMIN WILL 
CONFISCATE. 

2) 


T’M SURE YOU'LL FIND PLENTY OF USE 
FOR BOTH YOUR ENGINEERING SKILLS 
AND YOUR BLOSSOMING TRADECRAFT 


WHAT KIND OF OFFICES? WILL 1 WANT TO 


Se ieee SP 


THE USUAL, A BATTLEPLATE. 


THERE ARE GOING 10 BE 
MANY VERY INTERESTING. 
THINGS FOR YOU TO SEE, 


CAPTAIN LANDON, THAT GUN 
(OF YOURS HAS CROSSED THE 
SAPIENCE THRESHOLD, SO 
‘THE LAW PREVENTS US 

FROM SIMPLY 

TURNING 

IT OFF. 


IT DOES 
NOT WANT 10 

8c sepapaTeD | \ ART 
FROM YOu, aND YR 

1 GATHER THAT 

YOU HAVE TAKEN A 
SIMILAR SHINING TO IT, 


YES, WELL... YOUR CuRgeNT |] THERE'S ALSO THE IMAGE 

POSTING 'is IN THE MIDDLE || ISSUE ARISING FROM THE 

OF A BIG GUN-FREE ZONE. |] FACT THAT YOU ATE 
FOUR PEOPLE, 


20 LIKE HAVING 50 You'Re 


BANISHING ME? 


THOSE ARE MY PICKS, GENERAL: A DISCREET, ).|] YES MA'AM, 4 T’M CURIOUS ABOUT THE 
COMBAT-PROVEN ENGINEER, AND AN MERCENARIES, THOUGH, 
EX-INTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICER WITH 

‘A BUDDING FETISH FOR A PARTICULAR 

HEAW WEAPON. 


pel 
Net out 10 THe <ee 
TROJANS, SERVE NOTICE, 
AND SECURE THAT BATTLEPLATE SECURED AND SWEPT T 


GENERAL, I NEED TO 
BORROW THESE THREE fost Habe 
CABTAINS AND TH 


‘A QUICK ERRAND. 


al TIN 1ON" Tit NOT COMPLAINING, 
IN AN UNASSUMING FLAT IN THE LONDé mM NOT CONPLAININ 
USED TO IT EVENTUALLY, 


HINPH, I. HADN'T 
CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY IT'S YOUNG AND 
LOOKS NOTHING LIKE 


THREE THINGS: J 


FIRST, DON'T CALL ME 
KOWALSKI. YOU AND 1 
BOTH HAVE NEW NAMES, 


TM PROBABLY NOT DONE BEING A 
SociopatH, gut I AM CEFINITELY 
DONE TALKING TO YOUR CORPSE. 


THIRD, FROM HERE ON OUT, ANYBODY 1 
KILL WILL OIE BECAUSE J WANTED THEM 
DEAD, NOT BECAUSE YOU DID. 


TM DONE BEING SOMEBODY 
ELSE'S PERSONAL SOCIOPATH. 


“MEANWHILE, FORTY METERS AWAY.) | have a plaggun roy, | 


I haven't heard 
any more gunshots [a thermal signature consistent 
since the First one. [with a Burnax hide-the-body bag.) — ASHES WE SCATTER? 


CAPTAIN, DOOR! I MEANT THE ONE 
SERGEANT, ENTRY! WHOSE RESUME 
INCLUDES THE WORDS 


‘You're supposed to 
write your resume For 
the Job you want, not 


“BULLET SPONGE. the Job you have. 


THERE ARE THREE 
CAPTAINS HERE, CAPTAIN. 


Tm blushing. Lot ma gat 
that door For you, han. 


SERGEANT, YOU'RE ALREADY 
‘MY TALKING GUN. 


PRISONER, EH? THAT 
WON'T LAST. SOMEBODY ALWAYS 
FINDS A USE FOR PEOPLE LIKE ME. Jl 


IF YOU WANT ME OUT 
(OF CIRCULATION, YOu 


‘ARE GOING TO HAVE 
TO KILL ME, 


OR HAVE ONE OF YOUR PETS 00 IT, IF 
YOU DON'T HAVE THE STONES, 


HIS NOISE-HOLE 
15 MAKING ME A 
LITTLE PECKISH. 


iN READY Ft 
SERGEANT KOWALSKI, AKO RECORDED A 
TRESADE OND Sent (110, BY PEREORA A FEED Re 10 vou 
ADDRESS 11 FOR Me, ait YOU 
uot TO HEARTY 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, 


TELL GUS TO CRAFT A “GOODBYE 
VIDEO FROM LigeeTn 10 HER 
HUSBAND AND SON, THEY DESERVE 
THE COMFORT OF A GOOD LIE, 


BUT YOU? YOU MIGHT TURN OUT TO BE 
THE PROTECTION CIVILIZATION NEEDS. 
DON'T TURN INTO ME, AND WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, 00 NOT BECOME 
ANOTHER EMM, SHE ALWAYS 


« WANTED MORE LIKE ME. 


ift YY ALSO, TVE BEEN 
THIAKING ABOUT THAT 


LITTLE TALK WE HAD. 


1 wish THis 08 
COULD HAVE BEEN CONE 
DIFFERENTLY. MAYBE YOU'LL 
FIGURE OUT HOW THAT WORKS, 


YOU KNOW, SO YOU CAN 
SAVE CIVILIZATION FROM ITS ENEMIES 
WITHOUT MAKING IT AFRAID OF ITS WEAPONS, 


CIVILIZATION NEEDS PEOPLE 
WHO GAN PROTECT IT, AND THEN 
GO BACK TO BEING A PART OF IT, 
(OTHERWISE IT STOPS BEING CIMLIZATION, 


“PS. IF YOU CATCH 
uP WiTH THE REAL ME, 
\, PLEASE KILL HIM" 


HINPH. 1 GUESS. 
BRAIN-JACKING THE CHUNKY 
RED-HEAD MADE ME A LITTLE SOFT, 


[ste wrote a stort 
POST-SCRIPT, TOO. 


OKAY, NO TECHNICALLY, T- 1 ow't HAVE THE ENGINEERING SKILL TO 00 WHAT 
THATS NOT TRUE. YOU O10. IF 1/0 BEEN UP HERE, AND YOU'D BEEN 
| DOWN THERE, I'0 BE THE ONE APOLOGIZING. 


WHILE RUNNING AWAY 
FROM A DEVASTATED 
CITY AND A CIVIL WAR. 


‘COMMANDER FOXWORTHY, RELAX. E “ 
YOu Dio exacTlY WHAT 1 WOULD Have he NOW, HAS BODY'S COMMISSARY 
DONE IF 1/0 BEEN UP HERE IN COMMAND. FULFILLED MY REQUEST? 


YUP. ONE KOWALSKI-MASS BARREL OF 


YOUR PAYMENT, SERGEANT, 


FOR ONE COMPLETELY 
UNEATEN KOWALSKI 


Tris tastes way || TLL TAKE Your WORD FOR IT. THANK YOu 
better than Peteu's || FOR BEING SO PATIENT WHILE T ARRANGED 
DELIVERY OF YOUR... BONUS, 
have. Nob as 
‘crunchy, though. 


BD Trew youe * Youre the 
core trough Captain. 


SPEAKING OF CAPTAINS, WE 
NEED TO GET ANOTHER’ SHIP 
UNDER YOUR BOOTS, SiR. 


SHIP OR NO SHIP, HELL 
CALL ME CAPTAIN FOR AS 
LONG AS T SUPPLY HIM WITH 
BARRELS OF OVALKWIK, 


HOW auicKLy 
ANOTHER SHIP? 


THE END... 


You've reached the end of 
Delegates and Delegation, Schlock Mercenary Book |S 
But you have not yet reached the end of Schlock 
‘Mercenary. There's still quite a bit of that left. 


Big Dumb Objects, Schlock Mercenary 
Book 16, Begins with the very next strip. 


